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Kejriwal takes a jibe at 
Tiv/ari over NRC 


NEW DELHI 

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kej riwal took a dig against 
BJP State chief Manoj Tiwari 
here on Wednesday, saying if 
the National Register of 
Citizens was implemented in 
the Capital, the Bhojpuri 
singer-turned-politician 
wo jld be the first to leave 
the city. 
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PIVI's economic advisory 
council reconstituted 

NEV\ DELHI 

The government on 
Wednesday announced that it 
had reconstituted the Prime 
Minister's Economic Advisory 
Council for a period of two 
ye£ rs. The council would 
have two part-time members 
ap^ rt from the two full-time 
members. Two dissenting 
members, Rathin Roy and 
Sfu mika Ravi, have not been 
retained. 
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Impeachment inquiry 
against Trump begins 

He is accused of seeking Ukraine’s help to target Biden 


REUT ERS 

WASHINGTON 

Democrats in the U.S. House 
of Representatives were set 
on Wednesday to move for¬ 
ward with a formal impeach¬ 
ment inquiry into President 
Donald Trump, a move that 
could dramatically change 
the 2020 presidential race. 

House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi, who had for months re¬ 
sisted calls inside her party 
for Mr. Trump’s impeach¬ 
ment, announced that a for¬ 
mal inquiry would be 
launched after meeting 
members of her party on 
Tuesday. 

In a brief, nationally tele¬ 
vised statement, Ms. Pelosi 
accused Mr. Trump of seek¬ 
ing Ukraine’s help to smear 
Democratic presidential 
front runner Joe Biden 
ahead of the 2020 election. 


President under scanner 


House Speaker Nancy Pelosi launched a formal impeachment 
inquiry against U.S. President Donald Trump 



The focus: The impeachment 
inquiry focuses partly on 
whether Trump abused his 
presidential powers 
and sought help 
from a foreign 
government 
to undermine 
Democratic foe Joe 
Biden and help 
his own 
re-elec¬ 
tion 


The confrontation: The 

impeachment inquiry, after 
months of investigations 
by House Democrats of the 
Trump administration, sets up 
the party's most direct and 
consequential confrontation 
with the President 

The impact: The decision 
injects deep uncertainty into 
the 2020 election campaign 
and tests anew the nation's 
constitutional system of checks 
and balances 


There has been no President in the history of 
our Country who has been treated so badly 
as I have. The Democrats are frozen with 
hatred and fear. They get nothing done. This should 
never be allowed to happen to another President. 

Witch Hunt! DONALD trump, on twitter 


Betrayal, says Speaker 
The Speaker described the 
Republican President’s be¬ 
haviour as a “betrayal of his 
oath of office, betrayal of our 
national security and be¬ 
trayal of the integrity of our 
elections”. 

Mr. Trump repeated his 
attack on Democrats on 
Wednesday and, as with the 
U.S. probe into alleged Rus¬ 
sian meddling and potential 
obstruction of justice, called 
the inquiry a “Witch Hunt”. 

Ms. Pelosi’s change of 


heart followed reports that 
Mr. Trump had pressured 
Ukrainian President Volody- 
myr Zelenskiy in a July 25 te¬ 
lephone call to investigate 
Mr. Biden, the former U.S. 
Vice-President, and his son 
Hunter Biden, who had 
worked for a company drill¬ 
ing for gas in Ukraine. 

Scrutiny over their con¬ 
versation is expected to in¬ 
tensify on Wednesday as Mr. 
Trump is scheduled to meet 
the Ukrainian leader along¬ 
side a UN meeting in New 


York and later take ques¬ 
tions from the media. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Trump 
said he would release a tran¬ 
script of the call. 

Mr. Trump has said he dis¬ 
cussed Mr. Biden and his son 
in the call, but denied put¬ 
ting any pressure on the Uk¬ 
rainian leader despite his ad¬ 
ministration’s withholding 
of nearly $400 million in 
military aid approved for 
Kiev by the Congress. 
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Modi pitches for India’s NSG entry 

‘Since we are not a member, we can’t get fuel for producing nuclear energy’ 



Former New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg and PM Narendra 
Modi speaking at the Bloomberg Global Business Forum. ■ ap 


SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

NEW YORK 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi made a pitch for India’s 
membership of the Nuclear 
Suppliers Group (NSG) here 
on Wednesday, as he ad¬ 
dressed a largely business 
gathering in the Bloomberg 
Global Business Forum 
where he delivered the key¬ 
note address. 

The comments were 
made during a Q&A session 
with former New York City 
Mayor and businessman, Mi¬ 
chael Bloomberg. 

“One challenge that is be¬ 
fore us today is that of nu¬ 
clear energy, because, since 
we are not a member of the 
NSG, we do not really have 
the ability to get the fuel for 


producing nuclear energy,” 
Mr. Modi said, as part of an 
answer on climate change 
and India’s energy needs. 

“If we were to get that op¬ 
portunity, we could perhaps 
be a model in this area for 
the world,” he said. 


The NSG controls most of 
the world’s nuclear trade. 
While the U.S. and other 
countries support India’s en¬ 
try into the NSG, China has 
opposed it saying India has 
not signed the Nuclear Non 
Proliferation Treaty. India 


and the U.S. announced in 
March that six U.S. compa¬ 
nies would set up nuclear 
power reactors in India. 

Speaking in Hindi, Mr. 
Modi switched to English for 
parts of the speech, such as 
when making a pitch for in¬ 
vestments in India, includ¬ 
ing in infrastructure, urbani¬ 
sation, defence and 
technology. “Your desires 
and our dreams match per¬ 
fectly,” he said. 

He spoke of his govern¬ 
ment’s reforms - GST, the 
bankruptcy and insolvency 
laws, unique ID (Aadhaar) 
and bank accounts for 370 
million individuals. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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Two Dalit boys beaten to death in M.P. village 

They defecated in the open on the way to their grandparents’ place 


SIDHA RTH YADAV 

BHOPAL 

The Shivpuri police have ar¬ 
rested two persons for alleg¬ 
edly beating to death two 
Dalit children for defecating 
in the open in their village in 
Madhya Pradesh on Wed¬ 
nesday morning. 

“At 6 a.m., as the chil¬ 
dren, aged 11 and 12, were 
passing through Bhavkhedi 
village in Sirsod police sta¬ 
tion limits, brothers Hakim 
Singh Yadav and Rameshwar 
Yadav hit them on their 
heads with lathis, killing 


them,” said Rajesh Singh 
Chandel, Shivpuri Superin¬ 
tendent of Police. 

Inspector General (Gwa¬ 
lior Range) Raja Babu Singh 
confirmed the circumstanc¬ 
es of their death. “On the 
way to their grandparents’ 
place, they defecated in the 
open. This led to the fatal 
beating.” 

The IG said one of the ac¬ 
cused started beating them 
and they died on the spot. 
“Villagers rushed to help the 
boys but it was too late.” 

On a complaint by the 


father of a victim, police re¬ 
gistered a case under Sec¬ 
tion 302 [punishment for 
murder] of the Indian Penal 
Code and relevant Sections 
of the Scheduled Caste and 
Scheduled Tribe (Prevention 
of Atrocities) Act, 1989. 

Villagers told the police 
that Hakim had undergone 
treatment for a mental ill¬ 
ness in the past. 

Ruling out a community 
angle at this point, Mr. Chan¬ 
del said, “Although Yadavs 
are dominant in the area, 
there is no history of ani¬ 


mosity between the two 
communities.” 

However, a local police¬ 
man, requesting anonymity, 
said the accused held a 
grudge against the victims’ 
families. 

“Two years ago, they had 
reportedly taken wood from 
the field of the accused to 
build a hut,” he added. 

The bodies were taken to 
hospital for post-mortem. 

BSP president Mayawati 
said the murder of the two 
boys was “extremely sad and 
condemnable.” 


Higher Education 
Bill in winter session 

HECI to take over regulatory functions 


PR ISCILLA JEBARAJ 

NE V DELHI 

A Bill that aims to create a 
single regulator for higher 
ed ucation, replacing the Un¬ 
iversity Grants Commission 
(UGC) and the All India 
Ccuncil for Technical Edu¬ 
cation (AICTE), is likely to 
be introduced in the winter 
session of Parliament. 

It proposes to bring al¬ 
most all areas of higher edu¬ 
cation - including techni¬ 
cal, architectural and legal 
courses - under the ambit 
of a single umbrella body. 
Medical education, howev¬ 
er. will not come under the 
prDposed Higher Education 
Ccmmission of India (HE- 
CI'i, according to the draft 
Bill. 

The new version of the le- 
gi< lation has also removed a 
controversial proposal to 
move grant disbursal auth¬ 
ority from autonomous bo¬ 


dies and bring it directly un¬ 
der the control of the 
Human Resource Develop¬ 
ment Minister. Instead, a 
new autonomous body will 
be created to supervise the 
doling out of funds to higher 
education institutions, ac¬ 
cording to a senior Ministry 
official. 

UGC and AICTE are auto¬ 
nomous bodies which over¬ 
see the accreditation, regu¬ 
lation and maintenance of 
teaching, examination and 
research standards for un¬ 
iversities and technical edu¬ 
cation institutions across 
the country. These academ¬ 
ic functions will now be 
moved to the new HECI, as 
proposed in the draft Bill. 

However, AICTE and UGC 
are also responsible for dis¬ 
bursing public funds to Un¬ 
iversities and colleges. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


60% girls in Delhi colleges anaemic 


Detection camps at 12 colleges show incidence higher than national average 


NIKHIL M BABU 

NEW DELHI 

When 18-year-old Anu 
(name changed) stood in a 
queue at Atma Ram Sanatan 
Dharma College for a blood 
test, she had no idea that she 
would be detected with 
“severe” anaemia, which is 
risky, according to doctors. 
“I never thought I had anae¬ 
mia. I did not feel any of its 
symptoms,” she said. 

About 60% of female stu¬ 
dents in Delhi colleges are 
anaemic - well above the na¬ 
tional average - according to 
an analysis of data collected 
from ongoing anaemia de¬ 
tection and awareness 
camps of the Delhi govern¬ 
ment accessed by The Hin¬ 
du. The findings, which are 
yet to be made public, are 
based on tests on a total of 
5,224 female students in 12 
city colleges, of whom 3,128 
(59.9%) were found to be 
anaemic. 

The national average of 


Thin red lines 

Anaemia among girls in Delhi colleges 




National average 
of anaemia for 
women between 
15 and 49 years 


Delhi average 
for women 
between 
15 and 49 years 


Female college 
students in Delhi with 
anaemia, according 
to new survey 


Mata Sundri College for Women 
Janki Devi Memorial College 
Maitreyi College 
Jesus and Mary College 
Maulana Azad Medical College 



I TOTAL WOMEN SCREENED 


PERCENTAGE FOUND ANAEMIC 


s/ Dos: green leafy vegetables, sprouts, jaggery, meat, dry fruits 

X Don'ts: dairy products (tea, coffee, milk) during or immediately 
after a meal, as it decreases absorption of iron by the body 


anaemia among women bet¬ 
ween 15 and 49 years is 53% 
and in Delhi it’s 54.3%, ac¬ 
cording to National Family 
Health Survey-4. 

While the national aver¬ 
age came down from 55.3% 


to 53% between NFHS-3 and 
NFHS-4, it rose from 44.3% 
to 55.3% in Delhi. 

“Anaemia can cause 
weakness, breathlessness, 
lack of concentration and if 
the haemoglobin level falls 


quickly over a few days, it 
can even lead to cardiac fai¬ 
lure,” said Dr. Nitin Gupta, 
senior consultant. Sir Ganga 
Ram Hospital. 

The students found 
anaemic during the camps 
have been referred to near¬ 
est government hospitals for 
treatment. Also, the health 
department has asked all 
State government-run hospi¬ 
tals to make sure that stu¬ 
dents detected with “sev¬ 
ere” anaemia are provided 
“out-of-queue treatment”. 

‘IFA tablets for colleges’ 

State programme officer 
(adolescent health) Dr. Gau- 
tam Singh agreed that the 
percentage of women with 
anaemia is indeed very high. 
“We plan to extend distribu¬ 
tion of IFA tablets to colleg¬ 
es,” he said. 

During the camps, 94 of 
the 3,128 female students 
were detected with “severe” 
anaemia. 


U.P. law student held 
in extortion case 

She had accused ex-Minister of rape 


OMAR RASHID 

LUCKNOW 

The law student from Shah- 
jahanpur in U.P. who ac¬ 
cused former Union Minis¬ 
ter Swami Chinmayanand 
of rape was on Wednesday 
arrested by the Special In¬ 
vestigation Team in an ex¬ 
tortion case filed by him. 

The student’s family al¬ 
leged that the SIT team 
“dragged her” out of their 
house without any proper 
notice or procedure and al¬ 
so misbehaved with the fa¬ 
mily members. 

Enough evidence 

The police, however, said 
they had enough evidence, 
specifically a video clip, to 
establish that the law stu¬ 
dent and her three friends 
tried to extort ^5 crore 
from Mr. Chinmayanand. 

The arrest happened 24 
hours before a local court 
was to hear her application 


for anticipatory bail. 

After the mandatory 
medical examination, she 
was sent to 14 days in judi¬ 
cial custody by additional 
chief judicial magistrate Vi- 
neet Pandey. A fresh bail 
plea filed by her lawyer was 
rejected. 

Bharti Singh, an officer 
of the SIT, said during ques¬ 
tioning the law student had 
‘confessed’ that along with 
her three male friends she 
had planned the extortion 
against Mr. Chinmayanand 
and sent him messages de¬ 
manding ?5 crore. 

The other three, Sanjay 
Singh, Sachin Sengar and 
Vilcram alias Durgesh, were 
arrested earlier. The four 
have been booked for ex¬ 
tortion, disappearance of 
evidence and criminal inti¬ 
midation, among other 
sections. 
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Iit’s raining discounts for vehicle buyers 


10 killed as oil tanker hits auto in Jind 


Automobile manufacturers roll out the red carpet to buyers to clear inventory 


LALATENDU MISHRA 

MUWBAI 

Facing a slump, the automo¬ 
bile industry is offering heavy 
dis:ounts to entice passenger 
cat and two-wheeler buyers. 
Th i benefits, including ex¬ 
change bonus and discounts, 
rarge from ?50,000 to 
?1,i>0,000 depending on the 
brand and the manufacturer. 
Bu: these schemes will not ap¬ 
ply to newly launched cars 
and SUVs. Tata Motors, for ex¬ 
ample, is offering benefits of 
up to 11.S lakh while Hyun¬ 
dai’s benefits range from 
1,000-95,000 depending 
on the model. 

Maruti Suzuki, the biggest 




Big drive: The discounts 
range from ?50,000 to 
n.50,000 depending on 
the car brand. - pti 

car maker, has cut prices of 
several models by ?5,000 to 
pass on the benefit of reduc¬ 
tion in corporate tax by the 
government. This is apart 
from the discounts being of¬ 
fered by the company and its 



dealers. 

Two-wheeler maker Bajaj 
Auto has already advertised 
benefits of up to 17,200 per 
motorcycle while Honda Mo¬ 
torcycles is planning to an¬ 
nounce its scheme shortly. 

Car sales have been declin¬ 
ing for nine months, and last 
month the passenger vehicle 
sales had dropped by around 
40% causing concern. Auto¬ 
makers are saddled with un¬ 
sold stock at factories and 
dealerships and with the GST 
Council not reducing rates on 
automobiles, manufacturers 
are dropping prices and roll¬ 
ing out the red carpet to 
buyers to clear their 



inventory. 

Even luxury car maker 
Mercedes-Benz India has 
joined the benefits party. It 
has introduced mobility solu¬ 
tions ‘Wishbox’ which is a 
compilation of customised fi¬ 
nancial solutions to help cus¬ 
tomers buy a new car. These 
include low or zero down pay¬ 
ment. The exact benefits 
could not be established. 

Hyundai Motor India is of¬ 
fering benefits of up to 
^95,000 on Grand ilO, 
?65,000 on Elite i20, ?65,000 
on Santro and ?80,000 on 
Creta, besides offering four 
years extended warranty. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 10 



Eight of them were returning from Army recruitment drive 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GURUGRAM 

Ten people, including eight 
young men returning home 
from an Army recruitment 
camp, were killed in Harya¬ 
na’s Jind on Tuesday night 
when a speeding oil tanker 
collided with the autorick¬ 
shaw they were travelling in 
near Ramrai village. One 
person was injured. 

The men, aged between 
18 and 21, had gone to Hisar 
for medical examination as 
part of the recruitment 
drive. On their way back, 
they had boarded an autor¬ 
ickshaw. The oil tanker hit 
the vehicle on Hansi Road, 



Relatives of the deceased 
waiting outside the mortuary in 

Jind. ■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


around 8 km from Jind city, 
around 10 p.m., killing 10 pe¬ 
ople on the spot. The auto 
driver and a local passenger 
were among the dead. 

“While the oil tanker was 
overspeeding, the autorick¬ 


shaw was overloaded. It 
seems the tanker driver hit 
the autorickshaw head-on in 
a bid to avoid the potholes 
on the road,” said Jind SP 
Ashwin. Tanker driver Ba- 
chu Khan, a resident of 
Barmer in Rajasthan, fled af¬ 
ter the accident. He was ar¬ 
rested on Wednesday. 

The police team had a 
tough time pulling out the 
auto from under the tanker. 
The tanker was lifted with 
the help of two cranes. The 
victims included brothers, 
Sanjay and Parminder, from 
Badtana village. While San¬ 
jay died, Parminder suffered 
grave injuries. 


Delhi tenants 
to get free 
electricity 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Tenants in the Capital will 
now get free electricity up 
to 200 units under a new 
Delhi government scheme. 

Tenants will also be en¬ 
titled to get prepaid power 
meters installed at the rent¬ 
ed properties which will 
supply electricity at subsi¬ 
dised rates under the 
“Mukhyamantri Kirayedar 
Power Meter Yojana”, 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal announced on Wed¬ 
nesday. 
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Metro services on 
Yellow Line disrupted 


NEW DELH 

Services on the Delhi Metro's 
Yellow L ine were disrupted 
for near.y an hour on 
Wednesday, following a 
signallir g issue which took 
place ne ar the HUDA City 
Centre netro station, said 
Delhi Mi?tro Rail Corporation 
spokesperson. Services were 
hit between HUDA City 
Centre e nd Qutub Minar, he 
said. "Services between 
HUDA C ty Centre and Qutub 
Minar se ction were affected 
between 9.45 a.m. to 10.30 
a.m. due to track circuit drop 
[signalling issue] at HUDA 
City Certre, leading to delay 
in reversal of trains," the 
DMRC s xnkesperson said. 



Make policy to deal with 
stray a limals: HC to govt. 

NEW DELH 

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday directed the AAP 
government and the 
municip al corporations to 
make a policy for controlling 
the pop jlation of monkeys, 
stray castle and dogs on city 
roads ar d court premises. A 
Bench oF Chief Justice D.N 
Patel and Justice C. Hari 
Shankar asked the Delhi 
government and the civic 
bodies ta constitute a 
committee, if required, to 
make tha scheme or policy, pti 


IIT-I) declares 
winners of 
Alumni 
Award 2019 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Indian nstitute of Technol¬ 
ogy, Delhi, on Wednesday 
announced that it will be 
presenting its Distin¬ 
guished Alumni Award 
2019, to Srinivasan Keshav, 
Professor at Cheriton 
School of Computer 
Science at the University of 
Waterloo, Mohit Aron, 
founde g and CEO of Cohes- 
ity and Binny Bansal, co- 
founde r, Flipkart. The 
award will be presented at 
the 50th convocation cere¬ 
mony (if IIT, Delhi, on No¬ 
vember 2. 

The award will be pre¬ 
sented to Arun Duggal, 
chairman of ICRA Ltd., 
Mangalore Chemicals and 
Fertiliz ?rs Limited and In¬ 
ternational Asset Recon¬ 
struction Company and 
Amarjit Singh Bakshi, 
chairman and managing 
director of the Bakshi 
Group a Delhi-based busi¬ 
ness conglomerate and a 
first-ge: aeration 
entrepreneur. 

Announcing the awards, 
IIT-D director V. Ramgopal 
Rao said the institute has 
has over 50,000 alumni 
right r ow and many of 
them h ive done exceeding¬ 
ly well n their chosen pro¬ 
fession; and brought a glo¬ 
ry to the institute and the 
country. 


rop 


« TODAY 


Exhibition "Horizon", a solo paint¬ 
ing exhibi :ion by Brajagopal Paul at 
Convention Centre Foyer, India Hab¬ 
itat Centre (IHC), 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Exhibition "Man Mai Hain Dilli", an 
exhibition of watercolours by Krishn- 
endu Cha terjee at Delhi 'o' Delhi 
Foyer, Ind a Habitat Centre (IHC), 11 
a.m. - 7 p. n. 

Exhibition "It Was Never Con¬ 
crete", a si >lo show of Ayesha Singh at 
Shrine En pire Gallery, D 395, De¬ 
fence Cole ny, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Exhibition "Rooted" a group art 
show at Gallery Espace, 16 Com¬ 
munity Centre, New Friends Colony, 
11 a.m. -' p.m. 

Exhibitio n "Art N Art", a group ex¬ 
hibition of painting, sculpture and 
photography, art and craft, organ¬ 
ised by Na / Shri Art & Culture Organ¬ 
isation at \rtizen Art Gallery, Pearey 
Lai Bhawrn, Bahadur Shah Zafar 
Marg, 11 1 .m. - 6:30 p.m. 


(Mail your listings for this column at 
cityeditorilelhi^thehindu.co.in) 



Delhi tenants to get free electricity up to 200 units 

They can apply for installation of prepaid meters at rented accommodation to get power supply at subsidised rates 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Tenants in the Capital will 
now get free electricity up to 
200 units under a new Delhi 
government scheme which 
will allow them to install pre¬ 
paid meters. Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal announced 
on Wednesday. 

Tenants, who constitute 
over half of the city’s popula¬ 
tion of over 2 crore accord¬ 
ing to government estimates, 
will also be entitled to get 
prepaid power meters in¬ 
stalled at rented properties 
which will supply electricity 
at subsidised rates under the 
“Mukhyamantri Kirayedar 
Power Meter Yojana”, Mr. 
Kejriwal announced at a 
press conference here. 

Under the scheme, te¬ 
nants will be able to avail the 
benefits of free electricity up 
to 200 units as well as the 
subsidy for consumers using 
200-400 units per month. 
The meters will be installed 
only on domestic consumer 
properties, the Delhi govern¬ 
ment said. 

No-objection certificate 

“Tenants, so far, were not 
able to get a separate power 
meter because they were re¬ 
quired to take a no-objection 
certificate [NoC] from the 
homeowner to get an inde¬ 
pendent connection. Te¬ 
nants will now get a meter 
using just two documents: 
rent agreement/receipt or 
any identity card,” said the 
Chief Minister. 

“These meters will also 


More power to tenants 


• Tenants can now apply for 
installation of prepaid power 
meters at their rented property 

• They can avail of the scheme by 
submitting copies of either rent 
agreement or rent receipts along 
with a proof of residence 

• The scheme will allow tenants to avail 
of benefits of free electricity up to 200 
units as well as subsidy for consumers 
using 200-400 units per month 


v\ 





The cost 
of installing one 
meter will be around 
?6,000, of which 

?3 l oob 

will be the security 
deposit and 

?3,000 

the service 
charge 


Helpline 
numbers for the 
installation of 
prepaid meters: 

BSES Yamuna 

19122 

BSES Rajdhani 

19123 

Tata Power 

19124 


© 



The intent of the scheme is to 
provide benefits to this other 
category of multiple tenants 
living in separate 
dwelling units at the 
same property, such as 
those belonging to the 
lower middle class in 
unauthorised 
colonies in Delhi 

ARVIND KEJRIWAL, 

Delhi Chief Minister 


© 



Declaration of the scheme 
without taking into considera¬ 
tion different aspects is likely to 
have an adverse impact. The 
scheme is unlikely to ben- 
| efit most of the tenants 
l as they are unorganised 
and without evidence 
of tenancy 

VIJENDER GUPTA, 

Leader of the Opposition 
in the Delhi Assembly 


have stickers bearing the 
name of the scheme,” he 
said. 

While those incurring bills 
for consumption up to 200 
units are exempted from 
paying the bill, if the con¬ 
sumption is between 201 to 
400 units, half the subsidy is 
being given. 

The cost of these meters, 
Mr. Kejriwal said, will be the 
same as incurred by proper¬ 
ty owners applying for dom¬ 
estic power connections in 
Delhi. “There are two kinds 
of tenants in Delhi: those 
who live in flats or properties 
which already have power 


connections and those who 
do not have such connec¬ 
tions,” he said. 

“The intent of the scheme 
is to provide benefits to this 
other category of multiple te¬ 
nants living in separate 
dwelling units at the same 
property, such as those be¬ 
longing to the lower middle 
class, especially at unauthor¬ 
ised colonies in Delhi,” he 
further said. 

There is only one power 
meter for properties with 
many tenants, Mr. Kejriwal 
elaborated, which results in 
high power unit consump¬ 
tion which further leads to 


“huge electricity bills”. 

Beneficial to landlords 

“The landlord charges te¬ 
nants ^8-^10 per unit. With 
separate connections, many 
tenants will now get free 
electricity. On the other 
hand, the landlord is also 
likely to get the benefit of 
subsidy on unit consumption 
for up to 400 units. The 
scheme is beneficial to the 
tenant as well as to the lan¬ 
dlord,” Mr. Kejriwal said. 

Outgoing tenants, who 
pay 0,000 as security for 
such connections will be 
able to reclaim the security 


amount when vacating the 
property they had rented. 
New tenants will have the op¬ 
tion to renew these prepaid 
power connections as and 
when they take the same 
property up on rent, he said. 

Counter to BJP 

The announcement, sources 
in the BJP admitted, is a sig¬ 
nificant counter to its ongo¬ 
ing efforts to garner support 
from voters residing at an es¬ 
timated 1,797 unauthorised 
colonies in Delhi. The BJP, in 
fact, was poised to take up 
the issue of lack of any bene¬ 
fits of power and water con¬ 
nection subsidies accruing to 
citizens staying in rent at un¬ 
authorised colonies on the 
basis of a survey that was 
commissioned to seek their 
satisfaction level with the 
AAP government. 

As reported by The Hindu 
on September 10, two ongo¬ 
ing surveys will determine 
the course of the BJP’s cam¬ 
paign and strategy for the 
upcoming Delhi Assembly 
elections scheduled early 
next year. Being carried out 
by private agencies, the larg¬ 
er among the two surveys is 
a pan-Delhi one, which is 
currently under way across 
all 70 Assembly 
constituencies. 

The other seeks to identify 
loopholes in the AAP govern¬ 
ment’s flagship power and 
water subsidy schemes in 
unauthorised colonies. The 
results of these surveys are 
expected to be in by mid-Oc¬ 
tober. 


Govt, scheme 
will lead to 
disputes: BJP 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) alleged the “Mukhya¬ 
mantri Kirayedar Bijali Me¬ 
ter Yojna”, which seeks to 
extend the benefits of the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) go¬ 
vernment’s power subsidy 
to tenants, had been an¬ 
nounced without any prep¬ 
aration or road map. 

Leader of the Opposi¬ 
tion in the Delhi Assembly 
Vijender Gupta argued that 
this too, like similar go¬ 
vernment schemes an¬ 
nounced recently by Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
was a symptom of his ner¬ 
vousness in view of the 
forthcoming Assembly 
elections. 

“He is announcing 
schemes without giving 
any thought to the back¬ 
ground and consequences 
of his declarations. The 
scheme is likely to lead to a 
number of disputes bet¬ 
ween landlord and te¬ 
nants,” Mr. Gupta alleged. 

The BJP leader argued 
that there were a number 
of Supreme Court and High 
Court judgments which 
had a bearing on the issue 
and various provisions of 
the Electricity Act had to 
be taken into 
consideration. 


DCW rescues 
trafficked 
woman, issues 
notice to police 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Commission for 
Women (DCW) on Wednes¬ 
day said that a 19-year-old 
woman from Assam, who 
was allegedly trafficked to 
Delhi, was rescued from 
Punjabi Bagh area. The 
DCW also issued notice to 
the city police seeking de¬ 
tails of the investigation 
and whether the accused 
have been arrested yet. 

“The victim has de¬ 
manded action against the 
owner of the house, where 
she was made to work as a 
domestic help, the agent 
and the trafficker who had 
brought her to Delhi. Ho¬ 
wever, despite the passage 
of 10 days, the police is yet 
to even register an FIR in 
the matter,” the DCW said. 

DCW chairperson Swati 
Maliwal said, “The house¬ 
owners should be urgently 
arrested. The police is yet 
to arrest the traffickers des¬ 
pite two rescues by the 
commission in the past 
week. Is it that the poor 
and voiceless do not mat¬ 
ter to the police at all?” 

Officials of the women’s 
commission said that the 
victim and two other wo¬ 
men were brought to the 
Capital with the promise of 
a “high-paying” job but 
was instead made to work 
as domestic help. It was al¬ 
so alleged that an 80-year- 
old man in the family tried 
to molest the victim. 


Architects express concerns 
over Central Vista revamp plan 

‘Govt, is trying to alter a major landmark in a hasty manner’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Several associations of ar¬ 
chitects met on Wednesday 
to discuss the redevelop¬ 
ment plan for the Central 
Vista and Parliament Build¬ 
ing that the Central govern¬ 
ment has mooted. 

The architects said that 
the government was in a 
“hasty and unplanned man¬ 
ner” trying to alter a major 
national landmark like the 
Central Vista and the Parlia¬ 
ment House. 

Design brief 

The architects expressed 
concern that the design 
brief in the tender docu¬ 
ment released by the CPWD 
did not contain any data or 
inputs which are required 
for planning a project of 


such nature and was “ex¬ 
tremely vague and open 
ended”. 

Bidder selection 

The architects said that they 
have written to the Minister 
concerned and also to the 
CPWD to conduct an open- 
design competition as per 
existing norms but have re¬ 
ceived no response so far. 
They also said that the 
methodology of selection of 
the lowest bidder was a 
cause for concern. “Would 
we be willing to go for the 
lowest bidder in the case of 
other professionals like doc¬ 
tors and lawyers,” the archi¬ 
tects questioned. 

The architects added that 
it was deeply disturbing that 
the rich cultural heritage, in 
one of the most environ¬ 


mentally sensitive areas of 
the country and serving as a 
symbol of iconic value for 
the entire country, is sought 
to be altered in such a mere¬ 
tricious manner. 

Advisory team 

The Northern Chapter of the 
Indian Institute of Archi¬ 
tects demanded that an ad¬ 
visory team be formed from 
eminent professions, in¬ 
cluding architects, urban 
designers, historians and 
other associated fields to lay 
out a road map and prepare 
a comprehensive design 
brief for the development of 
the area. 

They warned that failing 
to do so would be an open 
invitation for an unmitigat¬ 
ed cultural and environ¬ 
mental disaster. 


Everything is not fine 



Indian Youth Congress supporters protest against the hefty fines imposed under the amended Motor Vehicles Act, outside 
Union Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari's residence in New Delhi on Wednesday, -sandeepsaxena 


Make rules for regulation 
of banquet halls: NGT 


AAP govt's policy seeks to discourage surface parking 

To dissuade long-duration parking, on-street parking fee will be increased according to the time spent 


‘Delhi govt, may also consult CPCB’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The National Green Tribu¬ 
nal (NGT) has directed the 
Delhi government to formu¬ 
late guidelines pertaining to 
the regulation of banquet 
halls across the city, while 
stating that violation of envi¬ 
ronmental norms has an ad¬ 
verse effect on public 
health. 

A Bench headed by NGT 
Chairperson Justice Adarsh 
Kumar Goel said, “The Delhi 
government may also have 
consultation with the Cen¬ 
tral Pollution Control Board 
and within a broad frame¬ 
work of pan-India guide¬ 
lines, the government can 
have its own guidelines to 
suit the local requirements 
to mitigate the adverse im¬ 
pact on environment and 
public health in the light of 
the orders already passed 
by the tribunal.” 

The observations came 
following the State govern¬ 
ment’s submission that a 
noise regulatory mechan¬ 
ism was developed and 
norms for waste disposal 
and installation of CCTV 
cameras were laid down. 

The Bench observed, 
“The action plan also covers 
regulation of extraction of 



groundwater, rainwater har¬ 
vesting, regulation of size of 
gatherings and action 
against unauthorised esta¬ 
blishments and recovery of 
environmental 
compensation.” 

The directions came 
while the panel was hearing 
a plea moved by Westend 
Green Farms Society which 
alleged that banquets and 
marriage halls operating in 
Mahipalpur and Rajokri 
near the international air¬ 
port, were causing vehicu¬ 
lar congestion and 
pollution. 

Earlier, the NGT had di¬ 
rected forfeiture of a perfor¬ 
mance guarantee of tS crore 
deposited by the Delhi go¬ 
vernment, while observing 
that the compliance report 
furnished by the govern¬ 
ment was not satisfactory. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi government has 
notified its parking policy 
which seeks to discourage 
surface parking across the 
Capital. It prohibits parking 
on footpaths and allows civic 
agencies to prepare a plan for 
parking in residential areas. 

The rules not only provide 
for two times higher parking 
fee for on-street parking 
compared to off-street park¬ 


ing, but also propose in¬ 
crease in on-street parking 
fee to discourage long dura¬ 
tion of surface parking. 

In addition to allowing for 
“appropriate tax measures” 
to be adopted by civic agen¬ 
cies, the rules also provide 
for strict measures against 
vehicles not parked in com¬ 
pliance with the rules. 

According to the Delhi 
Maintenance and Manage¬ 
ment of Parking Places Rules, 


2019, which were notified on 
September 23, the civic bo¬ 
dies will consider developing 
open areas near residential 
colonies as parking lots only 
on payment basis. 

“On all lanes and streets, a 
lane must be earmarked for 
unhindered movement of 
emergency vehicles like am¬ 
bulances, fire tenders, police 
vehicles, etc. No parking 
shall be allowed on this 
lane,” the policy states. 


Seeking to discourage 
long-duration parking on the 
streets, the policy provides 
for incremental increase in 
fees per vehicle in relation to 
the amount of time. It also 
provides for the possibility of 
providing regular shuttle ser¬ 
vices as part of parking facili¬ 
ties which can be included as 
a component of the total 
parking fee. 

The three civic bodies will, 
over the coming four 


months, hold consultations 
with several organisations 
such as resident and market 
associations to earmark spac¬ 
es which may be converted 
into paid parking areas. 

The Delhi Traffic Police 
will be responsible for towing 
away vehicles parked on 60- 
foot wide roads. In case of 
other roads, civic agencies 
will do the same with towing 
and custody charges varying 
as per type of the vehicle. 


Green panel issues show-cause notices 
to hotel and hospital in Ghaziabad 

NGT was hearing a plea alleging encroachments in the area 


NGT raps Centre over 
RO purifiers’ ban notice 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Following a plea alleging ille¬ 
gal encroachments in green 
belts in the National Capital 
Region, the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) on Wednes¬ 
day issued show-cause notic¬ 
es to a five-star hotel and a 
hospital in Ghaziabad. 

A Bench headed by NGT 
judicial member Justice 
Raghuvendra S. Rathore is¬ 
sued notices to Radisson 
Blu, Angel Mega Mall, Yasho- 
da Super Speciality hospital 
and Dabur India Limited in 



Sahibabad. “The registry is 
directed to issue notices to 
these respondents by 
[Thursday] positively. Furth¬ 
er, they are directed along 
with the notice, a copy of the 
report of the court commis¬ 
sioner be also sent and a re¬ 
ference of the same be made 
in the notice itself.” 

Compliance status 

The directions came after 
the panel took note of a re¬ 
port filed by the court com¬ 
missioner, who was earlier 
appointed by the NGT, for a 



check on the status of com¬ 
pliance of a previous order 
over encroachments in Gha¬ 
ziabad. 

The Bench was hearing a 
plea filed by advocate Shariq 
Abbas Zaidi who alleged that 
the tribunal’s February 8 or¬ 
der, in which it had directed 
the Ghaziabad civic body to 
clear encroachments, was 
not complied with. The peti¬ 
tioner had sought action 
against encroachments in 
the green belt and unscien¬ 
tific dumping of waste by the 
civic body. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The National Green Tribu¬ 
nal (NGT) has rapped the 
Union Environment Minis¬ 
try over the delay in issuing 
a notification pertaining to 
the ban of RO purifiers 
where total dissolved solids 
(TDS) in water are below 
500 miligrams per litre. 

A Bench headed by NGT 
Chairperson Justice A.K. 
Goel said the Ministry of En¬ 
vironment, Forest and Cli¬ 
mate Change (MoEF)’s plea 
of seeking an eight months’ 
time is “unreasonable”. 
Referring to a report on 


an expert committee, the 
Bench further added, “Ac¬ 
cordingly, the MoEF may 
now issue the necessary 
notification in the light of 
the direction already issued 
in accordance with the re¬ 
port of the expert commit¬ 
tee and cover not only the 
subject of recovery of RO re¬ 
ject water in domestic and 
commercial use but also in 
industrial process.” 

The report had stated 
that if the TDS is less than 
500 milligrams per litre, a 
RO system will not be useful 
but will result in the remo¬ 
val of important minerals. 
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Kejriwal takes a jibe at Tiwari over NRC 

If exercise is implemented in Delhi, Tiwari will be the first one to leave the city: Chief Minister 


DPCC fines police HQ 
construction site, others 

T45 lakh imposed on sites across city 


IN BRIEF 


BJP cleans, garlands 
statue:; of leaders in city 

NEW DELH 

On the c ccasion of the 
birthday of Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyny on Wednesday, the 
BJP clea ned and garlanded 
statues }f freedom fighters 
and political leaders across 
the Capital. Party's national 
working president Jagat 
Prakash Nadda cleaned 
Deendaval Upadhyay's statue 
at Deen Dayal Upadhyay Park 
and garlanded it. Mr. Nadda 
and Delhi BJP president 
Manoj T wari also cleaned 
Laxmi Bai's statue at 
Jhandev/alan and garlanded 
it. 


8-ft-lorig python rescued 
near Indraprastha Park 

NEW DELH 

An eighl -foot-long Indian 
rock python, which ventured 
on to a busy road near 
Indraprastha Park was 
rescued by members of an 
NGO involved in wildlife 
conserv ation. Passers-by 
spotted the python and 
informe J the police control 
room, which in turn contacted 
the NGO. pti 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal took a dig against BJP 
State chief Manoj Tiwari here 
on Wednesday, saying if the 
National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) was implemented in 
the Capital, the Bhojpuri sin¬ 
ger-turned-politician would 
be the first to leave the city. 

Mr. KejriwaPs comment 
triggered a near-immediate 
response from the BJP, 
which utilised the opportun¬ 
ity to argue that it had ex¬ 
posed his “real face” cou¬ 
pled with the allegation that 
the AAP chief wanted to evict 
migrants belonging to Poor- 
vanchali community from 
Delhi. 

Hailing from eastern parts 
of the country, such as east¬ 
ern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, 
those constituting the com¬ 
munity have a significant 
presence across the city and 
play an important role in any 
election in Delhi. 



Manoj Tiwari ■ 


The Chief Minister’s com¬ 
ment was in response to a 
question on the proposed 
carrying out of an NRC-like 
exercise, similar to the one 
in Assam, at a press confe¬ 
rence. “If NRC is implement¬ 
ed in Delhi, Manoj Tiwari 
will be the first to leave Del¬ 
hi,” Mr. Kejriwal told the 
media. 

Mr. Tiwari, a BJP MP from 
north-east Delhi, who has 
demanded that the exercise 
be carried out in the Capital 


on more than one occasion, 
claimed that Mr. Kejriwal 
“wants to remove people 
from [West] Bengal, Punjab, 
Madhya Pradesh, Haryana 
and other states from Delhi”. 

BJP leader hits back 

Does Kejriwal, who is an IRS 
[Indian Revenue Service] of¬ 
ficer, not know what NRC is? 
It seems Kejriwal has lost his 
mental balance,” Mr. Tiwari 
said in response to the Chief 
Minister’s comment during a 
Facebook Live interaction. 

“This statement exposes 
Kejriwal’s real face. It means 
he wants to evict the mi¬ 
grants like Poorvanchalis 
from Delhi... I have criticised 
him for his policies but I nev¬ 
er abused him,” Mr. Tiwari 
said further. 

Last month, Mr. Tiwari 
had said that the situation in 
Delhi had become “danger¬ 
ous” due to the presence of a 
“large number” of illegal im¬ 
migrants, including Bangla¬ 


deshis and Rohingyas, who 
were found to be involved in 
“criminal activities”. Mr. Ti¬ 
wari had first made the de¬ 
mand at a political rally in 
2018. 

‘Proof of residence’ 

Meanwhile, AAP chief spo¬ 
kesperson Saurabh Bhard- 
waj asked if Mr. Tiwari had 
proof of residence in Delhi 
since 1971. Attacking the BJP, 
Mr. Bhardwaj said that Mr. 
Tiwari wanted people from 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Utta¬ 
rakhand and other North In¬ 
dian states to be driven out 
from Delhi. 

“These people have come 
to Delhi to earn a living and 
Manoj Tiwari wants to drive 
them out. A proof of living in 
Delhi for five years is needed 
for widow pension and peo¬ 
ple find even that difficult. 
How will they have proof 
from 1971?” Mr. Bharadwaj 
asked. 

The Greater Kailash MLA 


further alleged that Mr. Tiwa¬ 
ri had said that people who 
have proof from 1971 can on¬ 
ly stay in Delhi and others 
should leave. 

“If Manoj Tiwari has the 
proof from 1971, then he can 
implement NRC across Del¬ 
hi. When he does not have it, 
why does he want to attack 
poor people who have come 
from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar 
and Uttarakhand?,” Mr. Bha¬ 
radwaj said. 

Attacking Mr. Tiwari, the 
AAP spokesperson also said, 
“Manoj Tiwari pade lilche 
kam hai. [Manoj Tiwari is 
poorly educated] BJP leaders 
are only saying that NRC is a 
flop idea.” 

Mr. Bhardwaj further said 
that the Delhi BJP chief was 
making such comments as 
there was a “competition” in 
Delhi between him and oth¬ 
er party leaders, such as Vi- 
jender Gupta and Vijay Goel 
on who would make state¬ 
ments first. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Pollution Con¬ 
trol Committee (DPCC) 
said it has fined construc¬ 
tion sites, including a new 
Delhi Police Headquarters 
being constructed at Jai 
Singh Marg and a General 
Pool Residential Accom¬ 
modation at Deen Dayal 
Upadhyay Marg, ^5 lakh 
each, for violating dust pol¬ 
lution control measures. 

A total fine of ?45 lakh 
has been imposed on diffe¬ 
rent construction sites 
across the city, it said. 

‘Land belongs to PWD’ 

“In case of the police head¬ 
quarters, the building is 
being constructed by a 
private builder and the 
land belongs to the PWD. 
We have issued fine to both 
of them. If the builder does 
not pay, then the PWD will 
have to pay it,” a DPCC offi¬ 


cial said. 

The official said that at 
the police headquarters 
site, construction mate¬ 
rials were not kept covered 
and the tyres of trucks 
were not sprayed with wa¬ 
ter and that both the mea¬ 
sures aimed at controlling 
the dust that rise into the 
air. 

Closure orders 

“In some cases, penalty of 
?5 lakh has been imposed 
with the directions to 
adopt immediate correc¬ 
tive measures, failing 
which penalty will be en¬ 
hanced. In cases where 
violations are severe, clo¬ 
sure directions will be is¬ 
sued,” an official statement 
read. 

The drive will continue 
and the teams will visit va¬ 
rious construction sites 
and arterial roads across 
the city. 


Kailash Gahlot hits 
out at Law Secretary 

‘He didn’t obey order on division of power’ 


CM apprises L-G of purpose to 
implement odd-even scheme 

He seeks inter-departmental coordination to make it a success 


Nadda launches campaign on 
removal of Articles 370,35A 

BJP leader terms them anti-Dalit, anti-women, anti-national 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal on Wednesday met Lieu¬ 
tenant-Governor Anil Baijal 
at Raj N iwas to apprise him of 
the AAP-led Delhi govern¬ 
ment’s decision to imple¬ 
ment odd-even vehicle ra¬ 
tioning scheme between 
November 4 and November 
15 here, 

The Chief Minister, the 
Delhi government said in a 
statement, informed the L-G 
about the need to implement 
the scheme when Delhi 
would be facing a challenge 
to main tain its air quality due 
to stubble burning in neigh¬ 
bouring States and bursting 
of crackers during Diwali. 

“Mr. Kejriwal requested 
the L-G to direct the depart¬ 
ments under his jurisdiction 
to ensure coordination with 
the Delhi government de¬ 
partments for a hassle-free 
implementation of the odd- 
even s:heme in order to 
make if a success like Delhi 
had wil nessed in 2016 when 
this scl erne was implement¬ 
ed for the first time,” the 
stateme nt said. 

Mr. Baijal took to Twitter 
to stats, “Discussed mea¬ 
sures to reduce air pollution 
and congestion in Delhi. Re¬ 
quested to explore amongst 
other measures, option of 



Arvind KejriwaL ■ 


He [L-G] assured 
us of his support 
and suggested that 
opening/closing 
hours of offices be 
staggered. The 
government will 
definitely 
implement this 

ARVIND KEJRIWAL 
Chief Minister 

staggered opening/closing 
hours of offices & other esta¬ 
blishments to reduce conges¬ 
tion and resultant air pollu¬ 
tion [sic].” 

The Chief Minister, in his 
response to Mr. Baijal’s 
tweet, said: “Met Hon’ble LG 
Shri Anil Baijal ji and briefed 
him about the steps planned 
by Delhi govt to reduce air 
pollution, including Odd 
Even. He assured us of his 
support and suggested that 
opening/closing hours of of¬ 
fices be staggered. The Govt 



Anil Baijal ■ 


will definitely implement this 
[sic].” 

The scheme, which entails 
allowing private vehicles 
whose registration number 
ends in even digits to ply on 
even dates and those with 
odd last digits to ply only on 
odd dates, with violators 
drawing a ?2,000 fine, will be 
enforced from November 4 
to 15 as part of a seven-point 
action plan. 

The plan is mainly aimed 
at combating the detrimental 
effect that stubble and resi¬ 
dual crop burning in neigh¬ 
bouring States, such as Pun¬ 
jab and Haryana, have on the 
Capital’s ambient air quality 
during winter. Other compo¬ 
nents of the seven-point plan 
include mechanised sweep¬ 
ing and water sprinkling on 
roads, tree plantation, and 
special measures to be put in 
place at 12 pollution hotspots 
in Delhi. 


NEW DELHI 

STAFF REPORTER 

Law Minister Kailash Gahlot 
on Wednesday alleged that 
Principal Secretary, Law De¬ 
partment, Sanjay Kumar Ag- 
garwal, did not follow a Su¬ 
preme Court (SC) judgment 
on division of power in Delhi. 
Mr. Aggarwal, however, has 
termed the Minister’s allega¬ 
tions “baseless”. 

In a 2018 judgment, the 
apex court had said that the 
Delhi government need not 
obtain the L-G Anil Baijal’s 
“concurrence” in every issue 
of day-to-day governance. 

“Sanjay Aggarwal over¬ 
turned the opinion of his pre¬ 
decessor and gave an opi¬ 
nion completely contrary to 
the SC judgment. He said that 
all the files should be sent to 
the L-G and till he approves 
it, the decisions of Council of 
Ministers cannot be imple¬ 
mented. This was completely 
contrary to the judgment,” 
Mr. Gahlot said. 

He said that this brought 
the entire work of Law De¬ 
partment to a standstill. 
“While the other Delhi go¬ 
vernment departments are 
complying with the SC order 
and are not sending any file 
for the L-G’s approval, the 
Law Secretary refused to do 
so. Even when the Law Minis¬ 
ter overruled Law Secre¬ 
tary’s opinion, the latter re¬ 


fused to follow the written 
directions of his superior. 
This was in direct contraven¬ 
tion of his conduct rules,” 
Mr. Gahlot said. 

Mr. Aggarwal, on the oth¬ 
er hand, said, “I never ob¬ 
structed the work of the Law 
Department and neither do I 
intend to. The allegations are 
baseless and I have not re¬ 
ceived a copy of the Minis¬ 
ter’s statement.” 

Referring to the opinion 
he gave on sending the files 
to the L-G, Mr. Aggarwal told 
The Hindu , “It is my sacro¬ 
sanct duty to follow the com¬ 
mands of the SC and High 
Court. I have given my inter¬ 
pretation in my notesheet on 
20.6.19 on the basis of well- 
established principles in let¬ 
ter and spirit of the dictum of 
the Supreme Court. My opi¬ 
nion was far away from polit¬ 
ical biases and based on con¬ 
ceptual fairness and I still 
stand by it.” 

Mr. Gahlot also said that 
the Mr. Aggarwal had noti¬ 
fied Delhi Advocates’ Welfare 
Fund (Amendment) Rules, 
2019 without insisting on the 
L-G’s approval. “He has de¬ 
cided to follow the orders of 
the SC now. The Delhi go¬ 
vernment will now initiate 
the process of implementa¬ 
tion of ?50 crore welfare 
fund of the advocates,” Mr. 
Gahlot said. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Bharatiya Janata Party na¬ 
tional working president Ja¬ 
gat Prakash Nadda on Wed¬ 
nesday launched a public 
awareness campaign on the 
removal of Articles 370 and 
35A from the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

Terming their existence a 
“historical blunder”, at a 
program held at the Talkato- 
ra Stadium, Mr. Nadda al¬ 
leged that these articles 
were “anti-Dalit, anti-wo¬ 
men, anti-national” and 
their removal had become 
“necessary”. 

“...today we are fortunate 
that with the efforts of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
BJP national president and 
Home Minister Amit Shah, 
we have been able to amend 
the historical blunder. We 
have been able to see in our 
lifetime ekvidhan, ek nishan 
and elcpradhan in our coun¬ 
try,” Mr. Nadda said. 

“In May, 2019, people ex¬ 
ercised their right of voting 
and elected us and in Parlia¬ 
ment we voted for this his¬ 
torical decision. It is the res¬ 
ponsibility of all of us to tell 
the people through ‘Jan Ja- 
gran Abhiyan’ the meaning 
of Article 370 and 35A, when 
it was included and how it 



was abolished,” he said 
further. 

Attacks leaders in Valley 

Mr. Nadda also attacked pol¬ 
itical leaders from the Valley, 
including Farooq Abdullah 
of the National Conference, 
Mehbooba Mufti of the Peo¬ 
ples Democratic Party and 
Ghulam Nabi Azad of the In¬ 
dian National Congress. 

They had, Mr. Nadda al¬ 
leged, misled the nation 
“since long” in relation to 
the “temporary and transi¬ 
tional provision” from 
which “only some families” 
benefitted. 

“In Article 370, it has 
been stated that this is a tem¬ 
porary and transitional pro¬ 
vision. All the members of 
the Constitution Committee 
were against inclusion of Ar¬ 
ticle 370,” Mr. Nadda argued. 


We are fortunate 
that with the 
efforts of Narendra 
Modi and Amit 
Shah, we have 
been able to 
amend the 
historical blunder. 
We have been able 
to see in our 
lifetime ek vidhan, 
ek nishan and ek 
pradhan in our 
country 

JAGAT PRAKASH NADDA 
BJP national working president 

“The Central government 
used to allot a large amount 
for the development of Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir but only 
three families benefitted. 
Kashmir was not part of the 
mainstream and only some 
families prospered. Article 
370 was anti-Dalit, anti-wo¬ 
men, anti-national and it 
was necessary to abolish it,” 
he said further. 

Over the next 15 days, Mr. 
Nadda added, the party’s 
leaders and members need¬ 
ed to apprise the people of 
the Capital of the various 
provisions of, and the rea¬ 
sons behind the removal of 
Articles 370 and 35A 
through the ‘Jan Jagran Abhi¬ 
yan’. 



Congress plans agitation with sanitation workers 

Party attacks AAP government over unfulfilled promises, soaring onion prices 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

To raise its voice against the 
AAP government for making 
promises to sanitation work¬ 
ers that have not been ful¬ 
filled, tiie Delhi Congress has 
planned an agitation along 
with several sanitation work¬ 
er unions, outside the Chief 
Minister’s residence on 
Thursday. 

DPCC working president 
Rajesh Jlothia said Congress 


workers in Delhi will observe 
‘Chhalawa Diwas’ at the same 
time that the CM is slated to 
hold an ‘Adhikar Diwas’ to 
make a fresh set of promises 
to the sanitation workers of 
Delhi. 

In the last four-and-a-half 
years, he said, Mr. Kejriwal 
made many promises to the 
sanitation workers, including 
a hike in wages and an end to 
the contract system and not 
only did he fail to fulfil any of 


those, but also delayed pay¬ 
ing even the meagre wages to 
them. “Various sanitation 
workers unions have told the 
Congress that they will not be 
fooled by Kejriwal’s hollow 
promises this time around,” 
Mr. Lilothia said. 

DPCC working president 
Haroon Yusuf, meanwhile, 
blamed the BJP-led Central 
government and the AAP go¬ 
vernment in Delhi for the 
shortage and soaring prices 


of onions in Delhi. 

“Mr. Kejriwal is trying to 
fool people of Delhi by declar¬ 
ing that onion shortage would 
be brought under control in 
ten days, even though the ve¬ 
getable has become a scarce 
commodity in the Capital 
now, selling for ?70 to 80 per 
kg. In ten days, onions from 
Gujarat and Rajasthan would 
start arriving in Delhi and the 
prices would automatically 
start falling,” Mr. Yusuf said. 


Bangladesh 
Minister visits 
city school 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Minister of State for Prim¬ 
ary ani Mass Education, 
Bangladesh, Md. Zakir Hos- 
sain, vi sited Rajkiya Pratib- 
ha Vika s Vidyalaya in Shali- 
mar Bagh here on 
Wednesday to study the 
educati onal reforms being 
undertaken by the AAP 
government. 

He was accompanied by 
Deputy CM and Education 
Minister Manish Sisodia 
who to jk him on a tour of 
the sch doI. 

Mr. Hossain said his go¬ 
vernment would take re¬ 
view the programme and 
take the benefits from it. 





Govt., academicians should 
work hand in hand: Sisodia 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Deputy Chief Minister and 
Education Minister of Delhi, 
Manish Sisodia, said on 
Wednesday that there was 
an urgent need for academic 
institutions and the govern¬ 
ment to work together in or¬ 
der to formulate the policies 
around sustainable develop¬ 
ment. He said that academi¬ 
cians and the government 
working in isolation would 
not create any impact. 

Mr. Sisodia was speaking 
at an international confe¬ 
rence on sustainable deve¬ 
lopment organised by the 
Directorate of International 
Affairs, Guru Gobind Singh 
Indraprastha University. 


He said it was important 
to involve the younger gen¬ 
eration when talking about 
and making policy with res¬ 
pect to climate change and 
sustainable development as 
it would eventually affect 
their lives in the years to 
come. 

“Sixteen-year-old Greta 
Thunberg is bringing our at¬ 
tention to our current situa¬ 
tion and where we are head¬ 
ing. When a young girl like 
her, sitting in one part of the 
world, is thinking about 
what governments have 
been up to, it is important 
for us to understand how we 
are being perceived by the 
people who we are working 
for,” Mr. Sisodia said. 


New names added, Gurugram 
has over 11 lakh voters now 

25,000 registered since LS polls; 1 lakh added to list this year 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GURUGRAM 

More than 25,000 new 
voters have got them¬ 
selves registered in Guru- 
gram district till August 
since the Lolc Sabha elec¬ 
tion earlier this year, tak¬ 
ing the total number of 
voters to 11,86,857. Thus, 
till last month, around 
one lakh names have 
been added to the district 
voters list this year. 

The District Election 
Office figures state that 
Badshahpur has the max¬ 
imum number of regis¬ 
tered voters - 3,86,974 - 
among the four Assembly 
constituencies, followed 
by Gurugram at 3,54,361, 
Sohna at 2,26,928 and Pa- 
taudi at 2,18,594. The to¬ 
tal number of male and 
female voters are 
6,26,100 and 5,60,757 
respectively. 

50 more booths 

Holding a press confe¬ 
rence at mini-secretariat 
here on Tuesday, Deputy 
Commissioner Amit Kha- 
tri said 50 more polling 
booths would be added to 
the district for the forth¬ 
coming Assembly elec¬ 
tion compared to the Lolc 
Sabha election in May, in 
view of the increase in the 





number of voters and a 
request for the same had 
been forwarded to the 
Election Commission of 
India. The total number 
of polling booths in the 
district would be around 
1,200 in the upcoming 
Vidhan Sabha election, 
he said. 

Voter-population ratio 

Mr. Khatri added that the 
voter-population ratio for 
Gurugram district had 
jumped to 51% following 
the registration of new 
voters. 

He also said that three- 
four model polling booths 
and two all-woman poll¬ 
ing booths would be set 
up in each Assembly con¬ 
stituency. Earlier, each 
Assembly constituency 


had one model and one 
all-woman polling booth 
for Lolc Sabha election. 
He also directed the Re¬ 
turning Officers to ensure 
that the staff in the wo¬ 
men polling booths were 
all female, including the 
security personnel. Dur¬ 
ing Lolc Sabha election, 
male staff were also de¬ 
ployed at all-woman 
booths to assist the fe¬ 
male staff. 

Mr. Khatri said around 
10,000 polling staff 
would be deployed for 
conducting the polls in 
the district. 

The filing of nomina¬ 
tions will begin on Sep¬ 
tember 27 with the notifi¬ 
cation and end on 
October 4. While the 
scrutiny of the nomina¬ 
tion papers will be done 
on October 5, the last date 
for nomination withdra¬ 
wal is October 7. The sym¬ 
bols will also be allocated 
on the same day after 3 
p.m. 

The votes in Haryana 
will be cast on October 21. 
The counting of votes for 
all four assembly consti¬ 
tuencies in the district 
will be carried out at Go¬ 
vernment Women’s Col¬ 
lege in Sector 14 on Oc¬ 
tober 24. 


AISA invites 
students to join 
its protest 
tomorrow 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

AISA has asked students to join 
the wing at a protest on Friday at 
which they plan to collect and 
handover Economics text books 
to Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman. 

Students have been invited to 
come along with their Econom¬ 
ics text books to the protest to be 
held outside the Ministry of Fi¬ 
nance to protest the “economic 
crisis” that the “government is 
trying to deny”, it said. 

“Even now, at the face of the 
huge economic crisis, the go¬ 
vernment does not recognise 
the root of the problem. In the 
name of taking steps to solve the 
crisis, it is giving super-conces¬ 
sion for the super-rich,” the stu¬ 
dents alleged. They said that in 
order to divert our attention 
from the unfolding economic 
disaster, the government was 
fanning communal frenzy and 
divisive agenda. 
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CAG to audit debt due 
of Rapid Metro 

GURUGRAM 

The Punjab and Haryana High 
Court hi s directed the 
Comptroller and Auditor 
General to audit within 30 
days the "debt due" in 
operatic ns of the Gurugram 
Rapid Metro. The court 
through its order on 
Septem )er 20 also directed 
subsidiaries of IL&FS to 
continue the operations of 
Rapid Metro for 30 days, 
effective from September 16. 

Plea against formation of 
GRC: JNU's reply sought 

NEW DELH 

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday sought a 
respons ? of the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University (JNU) on a 
plea by nany students, 
includin g former office¬ 
bearers afthe students' 
union, ciallenging the 
formula :ion of the Grievance 
Redress 4 Committee by the 
university. The court listed 
the matter for further hearing 
on November 7. pti 


Siblings held with heroin 
worth £2.5crore 

GHAZIABA ) 

Two brothers have been 
arrestee here with over one 
kg of heroin worth ?2.5 crore, 
police si lid on Wednesday. 
Acting c n a tip-off, Sachin 
and Niti i were arrested from 
Vijay Nagar on Tuesday, DCP 
Atish Kimar said, pti 


Street crimes in city have come 
down by over 20%: police chief 

Emergency response number 112’, street crime patrol van ‘prakhar’ launched 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Over the years, the Delhi pol¬ 
ice have taken several steps 
such as identifying vulnera¬ 
ble spots, enhancing visibili¬ 
ty, forming anti-snatching 
squads and all-woman pa¬ 
trolling teams resulting in de¬ 
cline of over 20% street 
crime like snatching and rob¬ 
beries, said Police Commis¬ 
sioner Amulya Patnaik at an 
event to launch a new inte¬ 
grated emergency helpline 
number ‘112’. 

Union Minister of State for 
Home G. Kishan Reddy in¬ 
augurated the helpline num¬ 
ber and flagged off ‘prakhar’, 
a street crime patrol van in 
the Capital, on Wednesday. 

The new number will be 
common for all emergency 
services, including police, 
ambulance, fire brigade and 
others. Till the time people 
get used to the new helpline 
number, all other emergency 
numbers will be active. 

The person in distress can 
approach the police through 
Single Emergency Response 
Number i.e. ‘112’ either 
through dial or through mo¬ 
bile application. In case of 


Shiv Sena leader’s nephew 
shot dead in Ghaziabad 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

GHAZIABVD 

A nephew of a Shiv Sena 
leader was shot dead alleg¬ 
edly by motorcycle-borne 
men here on Wednesday, 
the pol ce said. 

The deceased has been 
identified as Amit Kumar 
(45), nephew of Shiv Sena 
leader Mahesh Ahuja, they 
said. 

Three motorcycle-borne 
men intercepted Amit Ku¬ 
mar’s car near his house in 
Chiranjiv Vihar colony in 


the afternoon and fired at 
him indiscriminately. He 
was rushed to a hospital 
where he succumbed dur¬ 
ing treatment. Superinten¬ 
dent of Police Shlolc Kumar 
said. 

The victim owned a farm¬ 
house in Kavi Nagar indus¬ 
trial area, he said. 

Investigation revealed 
that Amit Kumar was killed 
due to a monetary dispute, 
the SP said. 

Investigation in the case 
is on, he added. 


Office of the Executive Engineer 
Delhi Vteter Supply Maintenance 
Unit, Uttar Pradesh Jal Nigam 
R-1 Raj Magar. Near Hint Chouraha, 
Ghaziabad (U P.) Pin 201002. 

Shor: Term E-Tender Notice 
No 10B3/NI vida^S 
Did. 24-09-2019 
E- Tender Notice 

Onli percentage rale short e- 
tender for 'Repair of Internal 
surface and joints between 
Manhole No. 39 to 41 of vtaduet 
of pipe line from Hindon Bridge 
to Faiukhanagar under 200 
cu&ec Delhi Water Supply 
Maintenance Scheme ” is hereby 
invited in single bid system on 
behalf cf M.D. U.P. Jal Nigam from 
the co’ilractors registered with 
U.P. Jal Nigam in Class ”B" (Civil 
Works) and having requisite work 
exper ence and financial 
capability. Tender document shall 
be available at e-procurement 
we b site http ://eien d er. up. nic. in 
latest ty 28J39-2D19. Interested 
conlrac ors may view & download 
tender document tender and 
upload i heir bids, duly filled, online 
latest b/ 09-10-2019 up to 01.30 
PM "echnical & Financial 
Evaluat on cum financial Bid of E- 
tender nhall be opened on 0SMQ- 
2019 at 04.00 P.M. 


EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY 


TENDER NOTICE 
E-TENDER NOTICE FOR OPEN 
TENDER OF ELECTRICAL (OP) 
DEPARTMENT 

DRM (Electrical/OP)/ECR/Dhanbad for 
and behalf of the President of India invites 
E-Tenderforthe execution offollowing work. 

E-Tender No. : ELOP-OT-8-CNL-19. 
SI. No. (1) Name of the work, location 
and completion of period: Outsourcing 
of different activities in Crew lobbies and 
Control at various locations for 02 years 
(730 days) in Dhanbad Division of East 
Central Railway. Work Completion 
Period-02 Years (730 Days) (2) Approx, 
cost of the work : Rs. 6,83,20,495.60 
(Tender Document Cost - Rs. 10,000/-) 
(3) Earnest Money to be deposited : 
Rs. 4,91,600/- (4) Date & Time for 
closing and opening of E-Tender : 
Closing of e-Tender: On 11.10.2019 
at 12.00 Hrs. Opening of e-Tender: 
On 11.10.2019 at 15.30 Hrs. (6) Website 
particulars.- Website : www.ireps.gov.in. 
Manual offers are not allowed against 
this Tender. 

Divisional Railway Manager (Elect./0P), Dhanbad 
PR/1272/DH N/Elect./T/19-20/36 



SEARCH FOR MISSING 


General public is hereby informed that a girl 
namely Shanti @ Baby, D/o: Sh. Dharmvir 
AKA Murlidhar, R/o: H. No. N -14/144, 
Munshi Ram colony, Mukherjee Nagar, 
Delhi has been missing since 11.09.2019 
from the area of P.S. Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi. 
In this regard DD No. 29A dated 12.09.2019 has 
been registered at P.S. Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi. 
Sincere efforts have been made by local police 
to trace out the missing girl but no clue has come to light so far. 
The description of missing girl is as under: 

Name: Shanti @ Baby, Age: 23 Years, Height: 5'2", Face: 
Long, Complexion: Shallow, Built: Medium, Wearing: White 
Shirtand Black Jeans. 

If anyc ne have any information about this missing girl please 
inform P.S. Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi. 

Web: http://cbi.nic.in, Email: cic@cbi.gov.in 

Ph.: 0 11-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639 SHQ 

Police Station, Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi 
DP/9392/NW/19 Ph: 011-27654675, 8750870234 
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Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy, Police Commissioner Amulya Patnaik and others at the launch 
of Single Emergency Response Number '112' in the Capital on Wednesday, -special arrangement 


emergency, a person can dial 
112 from phone or press pow¬ 
er button thrice on smart 
phone to activate a panic call 
to Emergency Response 
Centre (ERC). This call will 
be immediately passed on to 
the control room for provid¬ 
ing quick police assistance. 
The distress calls can also be 
made through social media, 
e-mail, SMS etc., said a senior 
police officer. 

15 prakhar vans 

The officer added that ‘prak¬ 
har’ vans will patrol at vul¬ 
nerable spots to control 
street crime. A total of 15 


vans equipped with modern 
devices will conduct exten¬ 
sive patrolling on street 
crime prone areas in Delhi. 

During the event, when 
media persons asked Mr. Pat¬ 
naik about a series of snatch¬ 
ing incidents in the city, he 
said that special police teams 
are working on the cases. It 
will be worked out at the ear¬ 
liest. 

“We have taken proactive 
measures to prevent street 
crimes. The cases of snatch¬ 
ing have come down,” said 
Mr. Patnaik. 

Crime by use of firearm 
has also shown a steady de¬ 


cline due to sustained drive 
launched against criminals, 
he added. 

Mr. Patnaik said that the 
response time of Delhi Police 
to any crime can be com¬ 
pared with any other coun¬ 
try. “In 80% of PCR calls, Del¬ 
hi Police response time is five 
minute. With the help of 112, 
we will try to better the res¬ 
ponse time,” he added. 

Prakhar street crime con¬ 
trol patrol vehicle was con¬ 
ceptualised under ‘Safe City 
Project’ to curb street crime. 
It will add more power to 
PCRs and district police, he 
added. 


No headway 
in Dwarlca 
murder case 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Delhi Police could not 
make any break through in 
the murder of a 48-year-old 
property dealer in Dwarka 
even after 24 hours of the 
incident. 

DCP (Dwarka) Anto Al- 
phonso said that three 
teams are working on the 
case and it will be solved 
within a couple of days. 
“We have sent teams to the 
adjoining States after get¬ 
ting some clue about the 
assailants. The motive be¬ 
hind the murder is yet to 
be ascertained,” said the 
DCP. 

On Tuesday, Narendra 
Gehlot, a property dealer, 
was in his SUV and about 
to leave office on Old Pa- 
lam Vihar Road when a 
man walked up to his vehi¬ 
cle and bred at him from a 
close range. Gehlot got out 
of the SUV and ran for his 
life towards the office. The 
gunman, who was wearing 
a helmet, climbed on top of 
a car parked in the locality 
and bred at Gehlot. Anoth¬ 
er gunman also kept bring 
at him till he fell on the 
road. He was rushed to a 
hospital but declared 
brought dead by doctors, 
said a police officer. 


Five-year jail to ex-IAS officer for forgery 

For procuring weapons by fudging documents; 81-year-old denied soft punishment. 


NIRNIMESH KUMAR 

NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court has awarded 
five years imprisonment to 
an 81-year-old retired IAS of¬ 
ficer for procuring licensed 
weapons on forged docu¬ 
ments in Nagaland in 1985. 
He was posted there at that 
time. 

According to the prosecu¬ 
tion, he had purchased these 
weapons after obtaining a li¬ 
cence by hiding the fact that 
he had already been issued 
three licences, the maxi¬ 
mum he was entitled to un¬ 
der the law. 

Further, he committed 


forgeries by making altera¬ 
tions in the licence to pur¬ 
chase two weapons and 
2,000 cartridges in excess of 
the permission. He was li¬ 
censed to purchase one wea¬ 
pon and 200 cartridges. 

Additional Chief Metro¬ 
politan Magistrate (ACMM) 
Anu Aggarwal held accused 
S.S. Ahluwalia guilty under 
Section 417 (cheating) read 
with Section 415 (to deceive 
any person to deliver a pro¬ 
perty), 471 (using as genuine 
a forged document) read 
with Section 467 (forgery) of 
IPC and Section 25 of Arms 
Act, 1959. 


Counsel for the accused 
urged the court to award 
him a lenient punishment 
keeping in view his old age 
and the ailments he was suf¬ 
fering from. But the ACMM 
rejected it. 

Acted contrary to law 

“The convict is guilty of de¬ 
liberate, calculated manipu¬ 
lation of the system he en¬ 
joyed a supreme position in. 
He, being a serving IAS offic¬ 
er, was duty bound to 
uphold the rule of law but he 
acted contrary and pur¬ 
chased weapons in contra¬ 
vention of the Arms Act and 


that too on the basis of for¬ 
gery in the arms licence of 
which he was aware of being 
forged,” the ACMM said. 

“He was clearly in the 
knowledge that his acts 
would lead to corrosion of 
the very institution of the go¬ 
vernment from within. Tak¬ 
ing a lenient view of the con¬ 
vict’s covert corrupt 
practices will not only rob 
this court of its sanctity, but 
will also lead to public deri¬ 
sion of the very concept of 
rule of law,” the ACMM said 
in the sentence order dismis¬ 
sing the plea for a soft 
punishment. 


Lift technician rapes teen 
on terrace of high-rise, held 

Accused lured her by promising a gift 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GURUGRAM 

A 21-year-old lift technician 
was arrested for allegedly 
raping a teenager at a high- 
rise in upscale DLF Phase-II 
here earlier this week. The 
girl got sick after the inci¬ 
dent and was admitted to a 
hospital. 

Accused Arun Sharma 
lured the 14-year-old girl to 
the terrace of the high-rise 
on the pretext of giving her a 
gift and raped her on last 
Monday evening, said the 
police. He also forced the 
girl to swallow a medicine to 
prevent pregnancy and fled, 
they added. 

Arun, a native of Sonipat, 
had become friends with 
the girl three months ago. 
The girl is a Class IX student 
of a prominent school in 
Gurugram. 


The teenager’s father, a 
chemical engineer, was 
away at work while her 
mother, a home maker, had 
gone to Delhi for some per¬ 
sonal work when the inci¬ 
dent took place. 

One of the family’s neigh¬ 
bours called the girl’s moth¬ 
er to inform her about the 
incident. She returned 
home and took her to 
hospital. 

Sent to jail 

The matter was reported to 
the police on Tuesday and a 
case was registered at DLF 
Phase-II police station un¬ 
der the Prevention of Chil¬ 
dren from Sexual Offences 
Act. The accused was arrest¬ 
ed from Patel Nagar on Wed¬ 
nesday. He was produced 
before the court and sent to 
jail. 


Three wanted criminals 
held after gunfight 

Two of them sustained injuries 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Three wanted criminals 
were arrested by the special 
cell of the Delhi Police after 
an exchange of fire in south 
west Delhi’s Dhansa-Najaf- 
garh Road on Wednesday 
morning, officials said. 

The accused were identi¬ 
fied as Pramod, Nishant and 
Surjeet. While Pramod and 
Nishant are residents of Ba- 
wana, Surjeet is a resident 
of Rohtak. They are mem¬ 
bers of Sandeep alias Dhee- 
lu gang, the police said. 

The incident took place 
on Dhansa-Najafgarh road 
when the accused, who 
were travelling in a car from 
Haryana to a hideout in 
South Delhi, were asked to 
surrender by the police. The 
accused opened fire at the 
police team. Two of the ac¬ 
cused sustained gunshot in¬ 
juries during the exchange 
of fire, a police official said. 
The injured were said to be 
stable, the official added. 


The car used by 
w the accused has 
been seized and 
three firearms 
along with 
ammunition have 
been recovered 

POLICE OFFICIAL 

“The accused were want¬ 
ed in at least eight different 
cases, including extortion, 
robbery, car jacking and at¬ 
tempt to murder. The car 
used by the accused has 
been seized and three fi¬ 
rearms along with ammuni¬ 
tion have been recovered,” 
the official said. 

Pramod was wanted in 
over nine different cases, in¬ 
cluding attempt to murder, 
extortion and robbery. He 
was the prime shooter in¬ 
volved in the escape of San¬ 
deep from police custody in 
2018, the police said. Surjeet 
was earlier sentenced to se¬ 
ven years in a case in Harya¬ 
na, they added. 


Court cancels discharge 
of 3 in molestaion case 

Order on revision petition set aside 


NIRN IMESH KUMAR 

NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court has set aside 
the discharge of three per¬ 
sons in a molestation case, 
saying that Metropolitan 
Magistrate Harshita Vat- 
sayan passed the order 
without discussing the pro¬ 
secution argument. 

Additional Sessions 
Judge Surinder Kumar 
Sharma set aside the order 
on a revision petition hied 
by the prosecution. 

The prosecution argued 
that the Metropolitan Ma¬ 
gistrate had passed the or¬ 
der without applying his 
mind. 

Specific allegations 

The complainant in her 
statement recorded before 
a court under Section 164 
of the Criminal Procedure 
Code had levelled specific 
allegations against the ac¬ 
cused persons, counsel for 
the prosecution further 
argued. 


Allowing the revision pe¬ 
tition, the Judge said: “Vide 
the impugned order dated 
January 15,2019, the trial 
court had framed the 
charge against accused Ro- 
hit (who passed away after 
being chargesheeted), and 
the other accused persons 
i.e. the respondents he¬ 
rein, have been discharged 
of the offences. The peru¬ 
sal of the impugned order 
shows that the trial has not 
discussed the arguments 
addressed by the State/re¬ 
visionist, while passing the 
impugned order.” 

“Neither the impugned 
order reflects as to what 
was argued by the State 
and how were the argu¬ 
ments of the State rejected. 
The perusal of the im¬ 
pugned order reveals that 
order on charge is not 
speaking order. The order 
discharging the accused 
persons should be a speak¬ 
ing order,” the Judge furth¬ 
er said. 


Water woes 



pammm 


Residents fill water from a tanker near Geeta Colony on Wednesday. ■ r.v. moorthy 


SEARCH FOR MISSING MALE 


General Public is hereby informed that 
one man (depicted in the photo) 
namely Sakir Ali S/o Zakir AN R/o H. 

No. 52, Street No. 2, Subash Mohalla, 

Maujpur, Delhi Aged - about 28 Years 
has been reported missing since 
12.08.2019 vide DD No. 4-A Dated 
19.08.2019 registered at Police 
Station Jafrabad, Delhi. His physical 
description is as under:- 
Complexion: Wheatish, Height: 5'2", Face: Round, 
Built: Medium, Clothing: Black coloured t-shirt and blue 
coloured jeans. 

Any person having any information/Clue about this 
missing man, may inform SHO, Jafrabad, Delhi at 
E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in o rwebsite: http://cbi.nic.in 

Tele No.: 011-24368638 or 24368641 Sd/- 

FAX No.: 011-24368639 SHO, Jafrabad, Delhi 

DP/7290/NE/19 Tel.: 011-22560191,22560192 



OFFICE OF THE PROJECT 
MANAGER, YAMUNA POLLUTION 
CONTROL UNIT UTTAR 
PRADESH JAL NIGAM 
Water Works Crossing, Jooni 
Mandi Road. Agra (U P.) 282004 

Ref. No. 909/Nivida/201 
Dated 21-9-2019 
E-Tender Notice 

U.P. Jal Nigam, E-tenders are 
invited on Single tokJ system for 
'Operation & mainlenanca of 
10 445 MLD WSP STP Elawah 
Intending Jenderers, must be 
registered with U.P. Jal Nigam. 
Tender document shall be 
available at e-procurement websile 
hitp;//etender.up nic. in Interested 
contractors may view & download 
tender document and upload their 
tender, duly Filled, online as per 
schedule given below:- 
Date for- (i) Uploading bid 
document at website: from 28-09- 
2019 at 17 (rl) Online Submission of 
e-bids . upto 21-10-2Q19 at 17.00 
(ill) Opening of bid: 22-10-2019 at 
15.00 


Fake MBBS admission racket 
busted with arrest of three 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NOIDA 

With the arrest of three 
men, Noida Police on Wed¬ 
nesday claimed to have 
cracked a blind murder case 
and busted a fake MBBS ad¬ 
mission racket. 

The accused, held from 
the Zero Point on the Yamu¬ 
na Expressway on Tuesday 
evening, were running a 
fake call centre named 
“Crack Your Career” 
through which they duped 
MBBS aspirants pan India, 


the police said. 

A body was found near 
Wajidpur village on Septem¬ 
ber 9 and a probe revealed 
the identity of the deceased 
as Sanjeev Rawat alias Rishi, 
who was an employee of 
“Crack Your Future” consul¬ 
tancy, SSP, Gautam Buddh 
Nagar, Vaibhav Krishna said. 

“Investigation led the pol¬ 
ice to the accused men. 
Three of them have been ar¬ 
rested while four are ab¬ 
sconding,” Mr. Krishna said. 

Those arrested have been 


identified as Neeraj Singh 
alias Harendra Singh, 30, 
Nilchil Gaurav alias Sameer 
Rai, 25, and Dhirendra Ku¬ 
mar alias Sonal Singh, 41, he 
said. 

“The gang had an office in 
Janakpuri, Delhi and one in 
Noida. They had gathered 
data of candidates aspiring 
for admission in prominent 
medical colleges. They 
would call up gullible candi¬ 
dates and offer them help 
with admission for a price 
and then vanish,” he said. 


A ND-NDE 
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DELHI € ^Timings 


THURSD 

IY, SEPT. 

26 


RISE 

06:11 

SET 

18:13 

C RISE 

03:07 

SET 

16:49 

FRIDAY, 

5EPT. 27 



# RISE 

06:12 

SET 

18:12 

C RISE 

04:16 

SET 

17:34 

SATURDi 

LY, SEPT. 

28 


RISE 

06:12 

SET 

18:11 

C RISE 

05:25 

SET 

18:15 


Delhi Weather 

max 

min 

Delhi Ci y 

35 

25 

Safdarjs ng 

35 

25 

Palam 

35 

23 


Delhi Palam Today 

35°C A hazy and cloudy 
morning is likely. There are 
chances light rain at isolated 
places. 


Delhi Piilam Tomorrow 

35°C A comfortable and hazy 
morning is likely. Day will be 
mostly c ry and warm with 
cloudy sky. 


© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights res Brved. 
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to 
verify and make appropriate enquiries to 
satisfy th< mselves about the veracity of 
an advert sement before responding to 
any publi ;hed in this newspaper. THG 
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & 
Owner of his newspaper, does not vouch 
for the au' henticity of any advertisement 
or adverti: er or for any of the advertiser's 
products; nd/or services. In no event can 
the Ownei, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir¬ 
ector/s, Enployees of this newspaper/ 
company be held responsible/liable in 
any manner whatsoever for any claims 
and/or damages for advertisements in 
this newsf aper. 


AAP announces candidates 
for Punjab Assembly bypolls 

Party to raise several issues, including unemployment and unfulfilled promises 



AAP's Punjab unit chief Bhagwant Mann and Leader of the Opposition in the Assembly Harpal 
Singh Cheema announcing the party candidates in Chandigarh on Wednesday, -akhilesh kumar 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

The Aam Aadmi Party on 
Wednesday declared its can¬ 
didates for the Punjab As¬ 
sembly bypolls. 

AAP State president and 
Sangrur Member of Parlia¬ 
ment Bhagwant Mann an¬ 
nounced the names of all the 
four candidates after the par¬ 
ty’s core committee meeting 
held here. 

“Gurdhian Singh Multani 
will be our candidate for the 
Mukerian seat while Santosh 
Kumar will contest from the 
Phagwara constituency,” he 
said, adding that Mahinder 
Singh will be the party’s can¬ 
didate from the Jalalabad 
constituency and Amandeep 
Singh Mohi will be its candi¬ 
date for the Dakha seat. 

The Jalalabad and Phag¬ 
wara seats fell vacant after 
their MLAs Sukhbir Badal of 
the Alcali Dal and Som Par- 
kash of the BJP were elected 
to the Lolc Sabha in the re¬ 
cently concluded parliamen¬ 


tary election. 

Dakha seat fell vacant af¬ 
ter former AAP MLA H.S. 
Phoolka resigned in January 
this year while election was 
necessitated for the Muker¬ 
ian seat following the demise 
of Congress MLA Rajnish Ku¬ 
mar Babbi. 

Polling in Punjab would 


be held on October 21, 2019, 
and the counting will take 
place on October 24. 

BJP yet announce names 

Mr. Mann said the party will 
raise several issues, includ¬ 
ing unemployment, farmers’ 
deaths and unfulfilled pro¬ 
mises by the Congress. 


The Congress has already 
announced its candidates 
while the Akali Dal has an¬ 
nounced its candidate for 
the Dakha seat. It is yet to 
name a contestant from Jala¬ 
labad. SAD’s ally BJP is also 
yet to announce its candi¬ 
dates for the Mukerian and 
Phagwara seats. 


Scindia unhappy with crop 
damage survey in M.P. 

He has demanded reassessment, adequate compensation 


STAFF REPORTER 

BHOPAL 

Expressing dissatisfaction 
with the State government’s 
survey of crops ravaged by 
rain and floods, Congress 
leader Jyotiraditya Scindia 
has demanded a reassess¬ 
ment and “adequate com¬ 
pensation” for the affected 
farmers. 

‘Stand with farmers’ 

“The State government will 
have to stand with the farm¬ 
ers in this hour of need. I am 
not satisfied with the preli¬ 
minary survey,” he told farm¬ 
ers in Neemuch district. 

Mr. Scindia’s statement 
comes a week after the go¬ 
vernment, based on a preli¬ 
minary assessment, had 
pegged crop loss in 24 lakh 
hectares at ^9,600 crore, and 
Law Minister P.C. Sharma 
had claimed 1325 crore had 
already been disbursed to 
the affected farmers. 

Moreover, Chief Minister 
Kamal Nath had promised all 
the flood-affected complete 



Jyotiraditya Scindia. 

■FILE photo 


relief by October 15, even if 
the Centre didn’t extend re¬ 
lief by then. 

‘Complete relief’ 

Mr. Scindia said since the 
weather was clear now, a re¬ 
survey should be initiated. 
“Patwaris and tehsildars 
should visit fields to assess 
the actual damage and com¬ 
pensation should be paid 
accordingly.” 

Stating that it was his aim 
to get each affected indivi¬ 
dual complete relief, he ad¬ 
ded, “I believe there is 100% 
damage to every field in 


some areas. There is no need 
for a survey there.” 

‘No colour of disaster’ 

“The colour of disaster is 
neither the colour of the Con¬ 
gress nor of the BJP. There¬ 
fore, every government 
should come forward to help 
farmers. There is no flood in 
Malwa, it’s a disaster. The 
Centre should extend relief 
immediately,” he said. 

The affected should be ex¬ 
tended relief at three levels - 
the State government, the 
crop insurance and the 
Centre, he added. He said the 
BJP should press the Centre 
to release the relief package 
for the State immediately. 

Recently, factionalism 
within the party came to the 
fore with Forest Minister 
Umang Singhar accusing 
former Chief Minister Digvi- 
jaya Singh of trying to desta- 
blise the government, and 
two Congress MLAs levelling 
corruption charge against 
Health Minister Tulsiram Si- 
lawat. 


One more held in arms delivery case 


Punjab takes steps to check stubble burning 


Weapons were suspected to have been delivered from Pakistan using drones 


™.r R “ p °"“" T ‘Drones will be shot down’ 

The Punjab police on Wed¬ 
nesday arrested one more 
person in connection with 
the deli very of arms and am¬ 
munition from Pakistan 
through use of drones. 

The police said Gurdev 
Singh, resident of Jhaj vil¬ 
lage in Hoshiarpur district 
was arrested by a team of 
the State Special Operation 
Cell from PAP Chowlc in Ja¬ 
landhar 


Revived KZF 

Gurdev is the brother of 
Germa ly-based operative 
Gurmest Singh Bagga who 
had reorganised their terro¬ 
rist group - Khalistan Zin- 
dabad "orce - to revive ter¬ 
rorism in Punjab, along with 
the Pakistan-based chief of 
KZF, Ranjeet Singh alias 
Neeta. 

On September 22, the 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Military drones that come 
from across the border will 
be shot down by the Army 
and Air Force, said Lt. Gen. 
Alok Kler, South Western Ar¬ 
my Commander on 
Wednesday. 


police had busted a terrorist 
module of the revived KZF, 
seized arms in Tarn Taran 
district and arrested four 
suspects. 

The police said initial in¬ 
vestigation revealed that the 
weapons were suspected to 
have been delivered recent¬ 
ly through drones launched 
by Pakistan’s ISI and the 
State-sponsored jihadi and 
pro-Khalistani terrorist out¬ 
fits working under its com- 


“With the systems and ra¬ 
dars that we have, our capa¬ 
bility to identify them is very 
good. I can assure that any 
military drone that comes 
across to this side will be 
shot down with the capabili¬ 
ties of the Army and Air 
Force,” Lt. Gen. Kler said. 


mand. 

In all five AK-47 rifles 
(along with 16 magazines 
and 472 rounds of ammuni¬ 
tion), four Chinese-made 
.30 bore pistols (along with 
eight magazines and 72 
rounds of ammunition), 
nine hand grenades, five 
Thuraya satellite phones 
along with their ancillary 
equipment, two mobile 
phones, two wireless sets 
and HO lakh fake Indian 


currency had been reco¬ 
vered. 

The police on Wednesday 
dismissed reports that the 
weapons weighed 80 kg. 

Probe under way 

“..The recovery of [weapons 
etc] is not 80 kg, it’s not 
that... also, can one drone 
carry 10 kg payload etc, all 
these are technical issues, 
which are under examina¬ 
tion. We need to study all 
these aspects,” R.N. Dholce, 
Addl. DGP, Internal Securi¬ 
ty, told The Hindu. 

News reports suggested 
that drones capable of lift¬ 
ing up to 10 kg flew in from 
Pakistan eight times to drop 
the cache. “Whether the 
drones were GPS-fitted or 
how many times they flew, 
all these things are being ex¬ 
amined right now. As of now 
nothing can be confirmed,” 
said Mr. Dhoke. 


State orders impounding of harvester machines operating without super SMS 


VIKAS VASUDEVA 

CHANDIGARH 

With paddy harvesting pick¬ 
ing up in Punjab, the State 
government has ordered im¬ 
pounding of combine har¬ 
vester machines operating 
without the Super Straw 
Management System (super 
SMS) in an attempt to curb 
stubble burning. 

Farmer outfits said the de¬ 
cision would add to their cost 
of operations, resulting in ad¬ 
ditional financial distress. 
They warned of an agitation 
if farmers are not duly 
compensated. 

Paddy harvesting is ex¬ 
pected to pick up momen¬ 
tum over the next 10-15 days 
and the farmers will face the 
challenge of managing nearly 
20 million tonnes of straw 
this season. 

The Agriculture Depart¬ 
ment has ordered impound¬ 
ing of the combine harvester 
machines which are found to 



A farmer burning paddy 

stubble. ■ FILE PHOTO 


be functioning without the 
super SMS. 

The use of super SMS with 
combine harvester helps to 
facilitate in situ management 
of crop residue, the super 
SMS attached to the rear of a 
combine harvester chops 
and uniformly spreads loose 
straw on the field. With this 
method, the farmers are not 
required to burn the straw 
before sowing the next crop. 


In the wake of adverse im¬ 
pact of stubble burning on 
the environment, the De¬ 
partment has issued direc¬ 
tions under Section 31-A of 
the Air (Prevention and Con¬ 
trol of Pollution) Act, 1981. 
There are nearly 12,000 
combine harvesters in Pun¬ 
jab, of which 5,000 are fitted 
with super SMS. 

“We have issued direc¬ 
tions to all Deputy Commis¬ 
sioners to depute adequate 
staff for ensuring strict im¬ 
plementation of the instruc¬ 
tions,” said Kahan Singh Pan- 
nu, State Agriculture 
Secretary. 

Farmers’ outfits, however, 
expressed reservations over 
the orders. 

Additional expenses 

“This will only add to our 
cost of production. Now a 
farmer will have to spend at 
least £400-^500 per acre ad¬ 
ditional for harvesting the 


crop. Without the super SMS, 
the harvesting cost with com¬ 
bine machine is around 
^1,300-1,400/acre. The go¬ 
vernment should compen¬ 
sate us and then ask us to re¬ 
frain from burning the crop 
residue. We should be paid at 
least ?5,000 per acre for ex¬ 
penses incurred on the alter¬ 
native means,” said Pargat 
Singh, chief patron (Rupna- 
gar) of the Bhartiya Kisan Un¬ 
ion (Sidhupur). 

Harinder Singh, general 
secretary of the Bhartiya Ki¬ 
san Union (Lakhowal), said 
that if farmers were not suita¬ 
bly compensated, the outfit 
would be left with not other 
choice but to launch an 
agitation. 

Punjab Chief Minister 
Amarinder Singh on Wed¬ 
nesday wrote to the Prime 
Minister seeking cost com¬ 
pensation oRlOO per quintal 
of paddy to motivate farm¬ 
ers. 


‘No e-waste 
dismantling 
on riverbanks’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The National Green Tribu¬ 
nal has directed the Uttar 
Pradesh government to en¬ 
sure th it there is no illegal 
dismantling of e-waste 
along tl le banks of the river 
Ramgaiga in Moradabad, 
while o bserving that it is an 
import mt tributary of the 
river Ganga. 

A Be rich headed by NGT 
Chairpi ;rson Justice Adarsh 
Kumar Goel said that any 
dismantling or recycling 
had to be done in accor¬ 
dance with relevant hazar¬ 
dous waste management 
rules. 

“Tre itment, storage and 
dispose 1 facilities must also 
be compliant with the 
rules. 5 uch precautions of 
compliance of the rules are 
required by all handlers or 
recyclers of e-waste or ha- 
zardou > waste throughout 
the cointry,” the Bench 
said. 

The green panel said 
that the directive has to be 
circulaled to all authorities 
concerned by the Central 
Pollution Control Board. 

Duri ig the hearing, the 
U.P. Ch ef Secretary also in¬ 
formed the tribunal that an 
action plan prepared will 
be executed in two stages. 
“In sta^e I, there will be 
tempoiary storage and in 
stage II permanent facility 
will be; >et up. Status report 
has bee n handed over dur¬ 
ing the bearing to the effect 
that temporary storage has 
been e isured and several 
steps token for permanent 
disposal in TSDF at 
Amrohi.” 


Will develop Sikh religious 
tourism sites in M.P.: Nath 


Adityanath govt, to give T6K 
annually to triple talaq victims 

The Chief Minister also promises free legal aid 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

LUCKNOW 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Wednes¬ 
day announced an annual 
assistance of ^6,000 to the 
victims of triple talaq till 
their rehabilitation and said 
they will also get free legal 
aid from the State 
government. 

The Chief Minister, under 
the Pradhan Mantri Jan Vi¬ 
kas Karyakram, interacted 
with the women who faced 
divorce through outlawed 
practice of instant triple ta¬ 
laq. He said such women 
should be given rights over 


Waqf properties and also 
called for several welfare 
measures that should be un¬ 
dertaken for their 
rehabilitation. 

Around 300 women from 
across the State attended the 
event. 

Government jobs 

“Educated women should 
be absorbed in government 
jobs as per their qualifica¬ 
tions while arrangements 
should also be made for pro¬ 
viding them shelter and edu¬ 
cation under various 
schemes. These women 
should be covered under the 


Ayushman Bharat Yojana or 
under the Chief Minister Ar- 
ogya Scheme,” he said. 

Yogi Adityanath directed 
the departments concerned 
to prepare welfare schemes 
for the victims. “Proper 
schemes should be imple¬ 
mented for the overall deve¬ 
lopment of the society and 
no person should feel ne¬ 
glected.” 

While assuring the triple 
talaq victims that their grie¬ 
vances will be redressed, he 
warned the police that they 
too would be punished if 
they failed to perform their 
duty. 


Recently, the 
Centre reopened 
anti-Sikh riot 
cases against him 

STAFF REPORTER 

BHOPAL 

Stating that the Madhya Pra¬ 
desh government would ce¬ 
lebrate the 550th ‘Prakash 
Parv’ of Guru Nanak in a 
grand manner, Chief Minis¬ 
ter Kamal Nath said on Wed¬ 
nesday that places associat¬ 
ed with the Sikh guru in the 
State would be developed as 
religious tourism sites. 

At a meeting in Bhopal 
with members of the Sikh 
community for seeking sug¬ 
gestions on the celebrations, 
Mr. Nath said: “The com¬ 


munity is brave and is 
known for its self-respect. 
The sacrifice Sikh gurus 
have made for humanity has 
been inscribed in golden let¬ 
ters in the pages of history.” 

Recently, the Centre had 
decided to reopen seven an¬ 
ti-Sikh riot cases of 1984, in¬ 
cluding the Parliament 
Street case, allegedly involv¬ 
ing Mr. Nath. 

He said a committee 
would be constituted to or¬ 
ganise a yatra as part of cele¬ 
brations. Surjit Singh Tuteja, 
general secretary of the Cen¬ 
tral Gurusingha Sabha M.P.- 
Chhattisgarh, said it was a 
matter of pride for the com¬ 
munity as for the first time a 
Chief Minister had invited 
them to discuss the subject. 


‘Zero budget natural farming can solve farmers’ issues’ 

Noted agriculturist apprises peasants of his research on forest vegetation, techniques for natural growth 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

JAIPUR 

The zero budget natural 
farming (ZBNF) was high¬ 
lighted as an alternative 
method of agriculture, shift¬ 
ing away from big irrigation 
projects, farm loan waiver 
and fertilizer subsidy, to ad¬ 
dress agrarian distress and 
resolve the plight of peasants 
at a training camp for farm¬ 
ers organised at Sewar in Ra¬ 
jasthan’s Bharatpur district 
on Wednesday. 

Noted agriculturist Sub¬ 
hash Palekar, who has 
pushed for adoption of 
ZBNF, apprised the farmers 
of his research on forest ve¬ 
getation and the techniques 


for natural growth of trees at 
the six-day-long camp, which 
is the first one devoted to 
natural farming in the State. 
About 6,000 small and mar¬ 
ginal farmers from Rajasthan 
and other States are attend¬ 
ing the camp. 

Chemical-free farming 

Maharashtra-based Mr. Pale¬ 
kar - recipient of the Padma 
Shri in 2016 - threw light on 
his “zero budget approach” 
to chemical-free farming in¬ 
volving manures and agro¬ 
ecology. He said farmers 
could face the present crisis 
if they learnt the techniques 
of reducing input costs, re¬ 
placing pesticides with tradi- 



Agriculturist Subhash 
Palekar. -specialarrangement 


tional material and prepara¬ 
tion of indigenous seeds. 

Mr. Palekar said land pro¬ 
ductivity had decreased be¬ 
cause of constant use of 
chemical fertilizers, while 


climate change had posed 
new challenges and put the 
farmers in the vicious circle 
of loans, often resulting in 
their suicide. “Farming has 
become a loss-making occu¬ 
pation. Farmers are not get¬ 
ting remunerative prices for 
their produce because of a 
number of factors.” 

Mr. Palekar said the Union 
and State governments 
should promote ZBNF by 
changing the policies adopt¬ 
ed during the green revolu¬ 
tion. The Union govern¬ 
ment’s Economic Survey of 
2018-19 had advocated ZBNF 
as a “lucrative livelihood op¬ 
tion” for small farmers, 
while it could be taken up 


with negligible investment 
and save 90% of irrigation 
waters. 

Sita Ram Gupta, executive 
director of Bharatpur-based 
Lupin Foundation, which is 
organising the camp, said 
the farmers could also take 
up avocations such as bee¬ 
keeping, dairy farming, pis¬ 
ciculture and poultry farm¬ 
ing on their agricultural 
land. 

Rajasthan Minister of 
State for Technical Educa¬ 
tion Subhash Garg said the 
ZBNF had the potential to 
strengthen rural economy 
and the State government 
would try to include it in its 
new agricultural policy. 


2 minor girls gang-raped 

DHANBAD (JHARKHAND) 

Two minor girls, both sisters, 
were raped allegedly by four 
men at Kenduadih near here, 
police said on Wednesday. 

The main accused, a friend of 
the elder sister, had called 
her to meet him on Tuesday 
evening, Dhanbad (Rural) SP 
said. The 15-year-old girl took 
her 12-year-old sibling, he 
said, where the accused and 
three others raped them. 
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Institute for Development and Research 
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(Established by Reserve Bank of India) 
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UCEED2020 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Online Registration 

Oct 9-Nov 9,2019 

Examination 

Jan 18,2020 (Saturday) 
10:00 to 13:00 hours 

Applications are invited for Undergraduate Common 
Entrance Exam for Design (UCEED) for admission to 
B.Des at NT Bombay, NT Guwahati, NT Hyderabad and 
IIITDM Jabalpur. 

Eligibility: 

Class XII (or equivalent) students who passed in 

2019 or appearing in 2020 (ALL streams) 

Course: B.Des Duration: 4 Years 
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Website: 
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Examination 

Jan 18,2020 (Saturday) 

10:00 to 13:00 hours 
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Panic spreads in Bengal as people 
queue up for identity papers 

Amid NRC talk, those lacking documentation in the State could number millions 


SUVO JIT BAGCHI 

ICO L KATA 

The Block Development Of¬ 
fice in Dhupguri in north Ben¬ 
gal is a crowded place now, 
right from very early in the 
morning. Women, men and 
even children of all ages 
queue up in front of the coun¬ 
ter to register their names to 
get various records of identity 
proof but they are not sure if 
they exist. “I have come from 
Salbari village to find out 
about my grandfather’s land 
record,” said Ananta Roy 
[name changed], an electron¬ 
ic goods repairman. Mr. Roy’s 
family came from Khulna in 
Bangladesh before its Libera¬ 
tion War in 1971. 

“We never maintained any 
papers, but now I am told that 
land acquired many decades 
back needs to have evidence 
of transfer,” said Mr. Roy. It is 


a common problem in the 
border districts of Bengal 
where many thousands of pe¬ 
ople migrated from Bangla¬ 
desh - nearly all Hindus - but 
do not have proper papers as 
they just settled on a piece of 
empty land after arrival. 

Undefined land 

“Actually, we all are settled on 
jobordokhol [some undefined 
land acquired mostly physi¬ 
cally but not legally] land; 
where would papers come 
from,” he acknowledged. 

Tapas Goswami of Jalpaigu- 
ri had another story. “My fath¬ 
er was given a certificate of ci¬ 
tizenship in 1950 in Kolkata as 
he came from Rangpur [in 
Bangladesh] and we lost it. 
Now what to do,” he asks. 

Such cases are not in thou¬ 
sands but in millions in Ben¬ 
gal as people - predominant¬ 


ly Dalit refugees - continued 
to pour in first from East Pa¬ 
kistan and then from Bangla¬ 
desh to West Bengal over the 
last seven decades. An expert 
of refugee issues in Bengal, 
Prof. Soumen Chakraborty 
pegged their figure at “10% of 
6.5 crore voters” spread over 
47 Assembly constituencies, 
during the last Lolc Sabha 
poll. The panic among these 
voters and even the upper 
castes is due to the constant 
debate and discussion in pu¬ 
blic space about the National 
Register of Citizens [NRC]. 
However, no official dates of 
the process have been an¬ 
nounced by the Central 
government. 

Mamata’s appeal 

But the panic is high. So much 
so that almost on a day-to-day 
basis Chief Minister Mamata 


Banerjee had to appeal to the 
residents - “Do not kill your¬ 
self, it won’t do any good.” In 
fact, she had released an ap¬ 
peal on television on Wednes¬ 
day morning asking people 
not to end lives fearing fast 
implementation of the NRC. 
And in the evening she said, 
“Eleven have committed sui¬ 
cide” for “no fault of theirs”. 
“They felt they cannot be this 
country’s citizens and killed 
themselves,” she said. 

This, however, is of little 
help to the family members of 
Shyamal Roy, 36-year-old e- 
rickshaw puller of Dhupguri. 
Roy and two others took their 
own lives in Jalpaiguri district 
on Tuesday. His cousin told 
The Hindu that he “broke 
down” after standing in the 
queue in the same Dhupguri 
Block Development Office for 
a week. 


Rajeev Kumar’s 
bail plea heard 
‘in-camera’ 


Heavy rain lashes Odisha, 
inundates low-lying areas 

Schools remain closed in Puri, Ganjam, Gajapati districts 



People caught in the rain in Bhubaneswar. ■ biswaranjan rout 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICOLKATA 

The Calcutta High Court on 
Wednesday directed “in-cam- 
era” proceedings in the antici¬ 
patory bail hearing of Indian 
Police Service (IPS) officer Ra¬ 
jeev Kumar in the Saradha 
scam case. 

A plea for “in-camera” 
hearing was moved by Mr. Ku¬ 
mar’s counsel. Eventually, a 
Division Bench of Justices Sa- 
hidullah Munshi and Subhasis 
Dasgupta directed everyone, 
including the court clerks, to 
leave the courtroom before 
the proceedings started. The 
Bench said that only advo¬ 
cates representing both sides, 
Mr. Kumar, and Central Bu¬ 
reau of Investigation (CBI) 
personnel, will remain in the 
court. The matter will come 
up for hearing again on 
Thursday. 

Mr. Kumar had moved an 
anticipatory bail application 
in the High Court after a city 
court rejected his prayer. The 
IPS officer, who is presently 
posted as Additional Director 
General, West Bengal Police 
(CID), has not appeared be¬ 
fore the CBI in connection 
with the Saradha scam. Mr. 
Kumar has sought more time 
from the agency. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BHUBANESWAR 

Heavy rain lashed several dis¬ 
tricts in coastal and southern 
Odisha badly affecting normal 
life and inundating low-lying 
areas for the second day on 
Wednesday. 

The rain since Tuesday, 
triggered by a cyclonic circu¬ 
lation over neighbouring And¬ 
hra Pradesh, was likely to con¬ 
tinue in several districts till 
Friday, according to the Mete¬ 
orological Centre here. 

It further said that apart 
from the heavy rain, most 
parts of the State were likely 
to experience moderate rain 
till Sunday. 

Met warning 

The centre issued warning 
about heavy to very heavy 
rainfall in the districts of May- 
urbhanj, Balasore, Cuttack, 
Khurda, Puri, Bhadrak and 
Ganjam till Wednesday. Heavy 
rain was likely in the districts 
of Jajpur, Kendrapara, Jagat- 
singhpur, Nayagarh, Keonj- 
har, Kandhamal, Boudh and 
Dhenkanal districts. 

Some areas of Sundargarh, 


Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj and Ba¬ 
lasore districts are likely to re¬ 
ceive heavy rain on Thursday 
and Friday, it added. 

As schools remained closed 
in Puri, Ganjam and Gajapati 
districts due to incessant rain¬ 
fall, thousands of people suf¬ 
fered inconvenience in the 
low-lying areas and slum clus¬ 
ters of Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, 
Puri, Balasore and Berham- 
pur on Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, the State go¬ 
vernment has instructed the 
collectors of the districts con¬ 
cerned to take measures to 


cope with the situation. 

According to the Revenue 
and Disaster Management De¬ 
partment, all the district 
Emergency Operations Centre 
were asked to monitor the sit¬ 
uation and to take steps to 
cope with any eventuality. 

Meanwhile, water level in 
many rivers flowing down the 
State, including the Mahana- 
di, Brahmani, lb, Budhabalan- 
ga and the Subarnarekha, was 
rising due to heavy rainfall in 
several interior districts of the 
State bordering Jharkhand 
and Chhattisgarh. 


No FIR in gang-rape, murder complaint for 28 months 


Odisha Human Rights Commission issues notice to Bargarh SP over delay 


CORR ESPONDENT 

CUTTACK 

Over 28 months after the al¬ 
leged gang rape of three Dalit 
women and murder of two 
persons in this connection in 
Bargarh district of Odisha, the 
police are yet to register an FIR 
in the case. 

Taking a serious note of the 
delay, the Odisha Human 


Rights Commission (OHRC) 
has issued a notice to Bargarh 
SP seeking a response as to 
why compensation shall not be 
paid to the victims for the vio¬ 
lation of their human rights. 

Taking up an application 
filed by a human rights acti¬ 
vist, the OHRC has asked the 
SP, Padmini Sahoo, to imme¬ 
diately register an FIR on the 


basis of a complaint filed by a 
person named Ganesh Mallick 
in May 2017 at the Bheden pol¬ 
ice station. 

The commission has also 
asked Ms. Sahoo to entrust the 
case to a DSP-level officer to in¬ 
vestigate and submit an action- 
taken report within six weeks. 

“Since the allegations are of 
a very serious nature and the 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

BE IT KNOW TO ALL & GENERAL 
THAT, in compliance of order dated 
23 rd August, 2019 passed by SEBI in 
the matter of ADEL Landmarks 
Limited., (undergoing Corporate 
Insolvency Resolution Process under 
the provisions of Insolvency & 
Bankruptcy Code, 2016) the Directors 
(suspended/ ex as per the provisions 
of IBC) of the company i.e. ADEL 
LANDMARKS LIMITED hereby 
invites complaints/ claims from any 
such investor in respect of money for 
allotment of plots in Gurgaon. 

THUS THE GENERAL PUBLIC IS 
HEREBY INFORMED THAT, if any 
investor has any claim against the 
company for non-allotment of plot 
then he/she can file the complaint/ 
claim within one month from the date 
of this public announcement. The 
complaints/ claims should be 
addressed with the superscription 
“Complaints/Claims in the matter of 
ADEL Landmarks Limited.” to the 
following address with copy of the 
same address to the address of the 
company for necessary compliance 
by the company: 

The Regional Director 
Northern Regional Office, 5th Floor, 
Bank of Baroda Building, 16, Sansad 
Marg, New Delhi- 110001, Delhi 
E-mail: sebinro@sebi.gov.in 

ADEL LANDAMRKS LIMITED 
Head Office: C-56/41, Sector-62, 
Noida-201303, U.P. 

E-mail: crm.ell@eragroup.in 
Ajay Kumar Chopra (Advocate) 
Ch. No. 705,7th Floor, Lawyer's Chamber 
Block, Rohini Distt. Court, Delhi- 110085 


OBITUARY & 
REMEMBRANCE 


DEATH 



sri. R.RAMANI 


Raman & Raman 
Kumbakonam 

Expired on 

25.09.2019 at 15.30 hrs. 
Ph. 0435-2431170,9443277234 


DEATH 


tn loving moRiory 



Mr. Y.C BALASUBRAMAMAN 


72 years* left for the heavenly atrode 
or September 23rd, 2019. 

"T-fittiiiti rrtitttithf tfrj hu 

V.HGanesan, Lalktha Balagutiramarnan. 
Family & Friends 

Sri Kristina Kripa.11/fl, 3rd Cross Street 
CJ.T.Calony, Myfapore, Chennai-600004 
Ph 044-2493 0642/Cell 08410 24543 


In memory of your loved ones 

To dedicate a space in this section, Please contact: 

011-43579797 

from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. & 

For Placing Advertisements Online log on to 

www.thehinduads.com 

DONATE EYES-GIFT SIGHT 


victims are entitled to get a fair 
investigation as per the law, 
non-registration of FIR is a vio¬ 
lation of their human rights,” 
the commission observed and 
ordered that if the district SP 
does not respond to the notice 
within six weeks, the officer 
shall be asked to appear perso¬ 
nally appearance before the 
commission. 

Launch of free 
drugs scheme 
against model 
code: Congress 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

The Assam Pradesh Congress 
Committee on Wednesday 
sought action against the BJP- 
led State government for vio¬ 
lating the model code of con¬ 
duct by announcing a free 
medicine scheme for planta¬ 
tion workers in 651 tea estates. 

By-elections to four of As¬ 
sam’s 126 Assembly seats are 
scheduled for October 21. 
Three of these seats - Rangap- 
ara, Ratabari and Sonari - 
cover areas where plantation 
workers are a potent voting 
force. 

Assam Health and Finance 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sar- 
ma had on Tuesday launched 
the free drugs scheme, be¬ 
sides education and home 
loan subsidy schemes. The 
drugs scheme entails provid¬ 
ing 142 medicines free of cost 
to hospitals in tea estates 
across the State. 
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IAS officer, 
who quit over 
Kashmir, 
stopped from 
visiting library 

PRES S 1 RUST OF INDIA 

PUNE 

IAS officer Kannan Gopi- 
nathan, who quit the ser¬ 
vices oi/er “denial of free¬ 
dom of expression” to 
people of Jammu & Kash¬ 
mir, has claimed he was 
barred from visiting the li¬ 
brary at the Savitribai 
Phule Pune University 
here. 

However, library offi¬ 
cials al the Jaylcar Know¬ 
ledge Resource Centre said 
by asking for an applica¬ 
tion fcr Mr. Gopinathan’s 
visit, the institute was fol¬ 
lowing due procedure. 

“Got the taste! In Pune 
university, students enthu¬ 
siastically called me to the 
Jayakar library saying a lot 
of UPSC aspirants study 
there & would like to meet. 
Thats when the librarian 
realised who I am & asked 
to sub nit an application 
for cor sideration to enter 
the library!” he tweeted. 

“But then the students 
told that no political activi¬ 
ty against Government is 
allowed in the university/ 
hostel ay regulation! Any¬ 
way, being thrown out is 
not a good feeling. But 
counts as new experience. 
So all good,” he tweeted. 


Baramati downs shutters, ED 
effigy burnt in support of Pawar 

Protests by NCP youth wing in Pune, Mumbai, Nashik 


CM, Uddhav share stage; alliance 
announcement yet to happen 

Both declare that the grand alliance would form the next government 



In one colour: Shiv Sena president Uddhav Thackeray and 
Chief Minster Devendra Fadnavis share the dais during the 
86th birth anniversary celebrations of Mathadi leader 
Annasaheb Patil at APMC market in Navi Mumbai on 
Wednesday, -yogeshmhatre 


ALQK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

Even before the official an¬ 
nouncement of an alliance 
between the Bharatiya Jana¬ 
ta Party (BJP) and Shiv Sena, 
the top State leaders of both 
parties on Wednesday 
shared the stage in Navi 
Mumbai and declared that 
their coalition would form 
the next government. 

Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis and Sena chief 
Uddhav Thackeray were at 
the event that was organised 
to mark the 86th birth anni¬ 
versary of Mathadi leader 
Annasaheb Patil and the 
50th anniversary of the 
enactment of the Mathadi 
Act. 

“The next government 
will be ours. The next go¬ 
vernment will be of grand al¬ 
liance,” said Mr .Thackeray, 
assuring Mathadi workers 
gathered at the program that 
the issue of their housing 
will be solved by the next go¬ 
vernment. 

Mr. Fadnavis too hinted 
that the next government 
will be of the alliance. “The 
measures that we are under¬ 
taking for the betterment of 
the workers are half done. 
We have done some and will 
do the rest once we are 
back,” the Chief Minister 
said. 

“Cidco (Navi Mumbai 
planning agency) is con¬ 
structing homes for Mathadi 
workers and under the 
PMAY (Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana), a subsidy of ^2.5 
lakh is being given for Matha- 
dis for construction of hous¬ 
es,” he said. 

According to sources, the 


talks of an alliance between 
both parties is almost over 
and the announcement is 
likely to be made on Septem¬ 
ber 29. The Sena will be gi¬ 
ven 126 seats while the BJP 
will contest on 162, the 
sources said. However, 
neither party confirmed the 
number. 

At Wednesday’s pro¬ 
gramme, Mr. Thackeray said 
Annasaheb Patil and his fath¬ 
er Balasaheb Thackeray, the 
late Sena chief, taught Ma¬ 
rathi residents of Mumbai 
and Maharashtra to fight for 
their rights. 

“The Mathadi worker has 
a spine. He should now as¬ 
pire to become an owner. 
Mathadi workers should be 
able to live with strength and 
dignity. What is the use of 


leaders who can’t honour 
their commitments?” he 
asked. 

Core committee meeting 

Meanwhile, amidst delay ov¬ 
er announcing a seat-sharing 
deal with the Shiv Sena for 
the October elections, the 
core committee of the Maha¬ 
rashtra unit of BJP met on 
Tuesday night to assess the 
party’s region-wise strength 
and to discuss the possible 
allocation of seats. 

A senior BJP leader said 
on Wednesday that it was a 
routine meeting of the com¬ 
mittee with Mr. Fadnavis. 

“The assessment is neces¬ 
sary for planning the BJP’s 
campaign because the party 
has increased its strength in 
rural as well as urban areas 


since the 2014 polls. There 
are certain areas where the 
BJP needs to take extra ef¬ 
forts. A discussion was also 
needed on the pitfalls that 
the party has to avoid in case 
of rebellion by disgruntled 
ticket-seekers,” he said. 

State unit BJP president 
Chandrakant Patil had clari¬ 
fied on Tuesday that the final 
seat-sharing deal would be 
announced by Mr. Fadnavis 
and Mr. Thackeray. 

In the 2014 Assembly elec¬ 
tions, the BJP won 122 out of 
the 260 seats it had contest¬ 
ed in the 288-member 
House. 

Subsequently, it increased 
its strength by winning elec¬ 
tions to local as well as civic 
bodies across the State. 

“Almost all the municipal 
corporations are now with 
BJP,” the leader said. 

In the 2019 Lolc Sabha 
elections, BJP won 23 of the 
48 Lolc Sabha seats while 
Shiv Sena bagged 18 seats. 

“The increased strength 
of the BJP has put a chal¬ 
lenge before the party in the 
form of more than one aspi¬ 
rant vying for most of the 
constituencies. The BJP 
needs to contain the aspira¬ 
tions of party workers so 
that it would not affect the 
outcome of the polls,” he 
said. 

When asked about the 
pre-poll alliance with Sena, 
the leader said, talks are on, 
but pointed out that since 
the BJP and Sena have in¬ 
ducted leaders from the 
Congress and NCP there is 
little scope to implement the 
old seat-sharing formula. 
(With PTI inputs) 


SHQU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

A day after the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) initiated a 
money-laundering probe 
against Nationalist Congress 
Party (NCP) chief Sharad Pa¬ 
war, his nephew Ajit Pawar 
and others in the Maharash¬ 
tra State Co-operative Bank 
(MSCB) loan irregularities, 
Baramati - the bastion of the 
Pawar clan - observed a to¬ 
tal shutdown in support of 
the NCP supremo. 

Educational institutions, 
business establishments and 
shops downed shutters in 
Baramati and neighbouring 
Indapur tehsil, while prot¬ 
ests organised by the NCP 
youth wing were staged in 
Pune, Mumbai, Nashik and 
other parts of the State in¬ 
cluding the Marathwada re¬ 
gion, especially Beed and 
Aurangabad districts. 

Large crowds, including 
schoolgoing children, were 
seen throughout Baramati 
raising slogans in Mr. Pawar’s 
support, while angry de¬ 
monstrations by NCP acti¬ 
vists were witnessed accom¬ 
panied by burning of effigies 
of the ED. 

Speaking in Mumbai, 
former Deputy Chief Minis¬ 
ter Ajit Pawar said no irregu¬ 
larities of even a single paisa 
had occurred at MSCB. 

“After an FIR was lodged 
against me and others on the 
direction of the Bombay 
High Court and the econom¬ 
ic offences wing (EOW) of the 
police was probing the case, 
a certain individual filed a 
PIL claiming a scam of ? 
25,000 crore had taken pla¬ 
ce... moreover, Sharad Pawar 
has no relation whatsoever 


with this case and neither 
was he ever a director of this 
bank. To the best of my 
knowledge, the total depo¬ 
sits of the bank were H3,000 
crore. So, how could irregu¬ 
larities of £25,000 crore have 
transpired?” he asked. 

“Had there been irregular¬ 
ities of this magnitude 
[05,000 crore], the bank 
would not have been show¬ 
ing a profit of OOO crore to¬ 
day,” Mr. Ajit Pawar said. 

Meanwhile, Sharad Pa¬ 
war’s grand nephew, Rohit 
Pawar, hit out at the BJP say¬ 
ing the allegations were 
clearly politically motivated. 

“The ED’s probe only il¬ 
lustrate that the BJP has no 


real issue to talk about. Since 
it has failed to deliver on its 
tall promises, it is now at¬ 
tempting to divert public at¬ 
tention by indulging in such 
undignified moves and mis¬ 
using probe agencies,” said 
Mr. Rohit Pawar. 

Sandhya Sonawane, head 
of NCP’s youth wing in Ah- 
mednagar, said the response 
generated by Mr. Pawar’s 
pre-poll tours across the 
State had rattled the BJP. 

“As a result, the ruling go¬ 
vernment is resorting to 
such base tactics by unleash¬ 
ing the ED on Pawar saaheb. 
However, the public will give 
a fitting reply in the forth¬ 
coming elections,” she said. 



Nationalist Congress Party supporters protest in Baramati on 
Wednesday over Enforcement Directorate case against party 
chief Sharad Pawar and Ajit Pawar. -special arrangement ■ 

JIGNESH MISTRY 



Rain-soaked Gujarat expects 
bu mper peanut, cotton harvest 

State has received over 125% of the season’s rainfall till date 


Intense showers pelt Pune 

Downpours cause waterlogging, traffic snarls in city, suburbs 



Pedestrians wade through the waterlogged Bibvewadi- 
Kondhwa road on Wednesday after incessant rainfall in 
several parts of Pune. ■ mandar tannu 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

AHMEDA I AD 

Gujaral is expecting a bum¬ 
per production of the cash 
crops groundnut and cot¬ 
ton, wii h the State having re¬ 
ceived more than 125% of 
the season’s total rainfall. A 
total of 205 dams in the 
State a *e filled to 93.73% of 
their capacity. 

Accc rding to the data pro¬ 
vided ty the State Emergen¬ 
cy Operation Centre, the 
State has received 1,029.54 
mm rainfall, almost 126.17 % 
of its average annual rainfall 
this season in a surplus 
monsoon after several 
years. 

Kutch and South Gujarat 
received the maximum rain¬ 
fall, Id4.58% and 137.73% 
respecl ively. North Gujarat, 
however, received only 
96.69% of the annual aver¬ 
age rainfall, with the lowest 
rainfall recorded in Banas- 
lcantha and Mehsana dis¬ 
tricts at 89.1% and 89.28 % 
respectively. 

Other districts like Patan, 



Thanks to a favourable 
monsoon, a bumper 
groundnut harvest is likely. 


Gandhinagar, Ahmedabad 
and Mahisagar have also re¬ 
ceived below-average rain¬ 
fall this season, the data 
showed. Chhota Udepur in 
central Gujarat received the 
maximum rainfall for a dis¬ 
trict in the State, at 163.98 
%, followed by Bharuch in 
the South at 161.08%. 

The Narmada Water Re¬ 
sources and Water Supply 
Department said all 205 
dams or reservoirs in the 
State are filled with 23,641.6 


million cubic feet water as 
on September 25. Of these, 
nine dams have reached 
100% of their capacity; 46 
dams are 90% full, while 10 
others are filled to 80% to 
90% of their storage 
capacity. 

The State’s main water 
source, the Sardar Sarovar 
Dam on the Narmada, is 
98.54 % full and is currently 
at a level of 138.25 m as 
against its full reservoir level 
of 138.68 m. 

Meanwhile, the State go¬ 
vernment has decided to 
start online registration for 
the procurement of ground¬ 
nut for 2019-20 under the 
Centre’s Minimum Support 
Price scheme from October 
1 . 

Civil Supply Minister 
Jayesh Radadiya said actual 
procurement would start af¬ 
ter Diwali in 124 centers 
across the State under CCTV 
monitoring and foolproof 
arrangements for storage. 
This year, the MSP has been 
fixed at ^5,090 per quintal. 


SHQU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

The monsoon continued to 
bedevil commuters as in¬ 
tense showers lashed Pune 
city and district along with 
other parts of western Maha¬ 
rashtra in the past 48 hours. 

Heavy downpours cou¬ 
pled with thunder from late 
on Monday and throughout 
Tuesday led to waterlogging 
and traffic snarls in a num¬ 
ber of areas in the city and 
its suburbs. 

According to the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD), more rainfall accom¬ 
panied by thunderstorms 
was expected in parts of the 
State on Thursday and the 
intensity was expected to re¬ 
duce by the end of Septem¬ 
ber 27. 

The city’s Shivajinagar 
area received more than 46 
mm rainfall in a single hour 
during the intervening night 
between Monday and Tues¬ 
day. The area received 
another 87.3 mm rainfall 
between Tuesday and Wed¬ 
nesday, while the Pashan 
area received 71.8 mm rain¬ 


fall during the same time. 

“Despite the retreat of the 
monsoon at hand, there 
have been robust bouts of 
rain. The midnight showers 
of Monday and Tuesday are 
the result of a local instabili¬ 
ty generated by a rise in the 
daytime temperature,” said 
Dr. Anupam Kashyapi, head. 
Weather & Air Pollution 
Monitoring Unit, IMD. 

He said rising tempera¬ 
tures and high moisture le¬ 
vels during the day gave way 
for convective activities in 
the night, which led to heavy 
showers accompanied by 


prolonged lightning. 

People working in the Hi- 
nejwadi IT Park area had a 
nightmarish ride back home 
on Tuesday and Wednesday 
owing to tremendous water¬ 
logging at the Sayaji pass, 
causing traffic to crawl. 

Given the sheer intensity 
of rain, there were reports of 
trees toppling in some parts 
of the city. 

Other parts of western 
Maharashtra, including 
some tehsils in Satara, Sangli 
and Ahmednagar districts, 
too, were hit by steady spells 
of rain. 


Road project delay hits tourist footfall at Ajanta 

PWD officials say irregularities forced change of contractor; tour operators and guides see dip in revenue 



Tourists are forced to return midway because of potholes on 
the road Leading to the popular Ajanta Caves. ■ file photo 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

AURANGi lBAD 

The number of tourists 
visiting the Ajanta Caves in 
Mahan shtra has been going 
down c ue to poor condition 
of the key connecting road. 
The repair and widening 
work o i the road has been 
delayed due to deficient 
services of the contractual 
agency officials have said. 

Injaiuary, 41,134 people, 
includi ig 3,352 foreigners, 
visited the UNESCO world 
heritage site comprising 
around 30 rock-cut 
Buddhist cave monuments 
in Aurangabad district, 
while in August, the 
number came down to 
10,631, including 139 
foreigners, as per the 
Archae ulogical Survey of 
India (ASI). In January 2018, 
as man y as 52,410 people. 



including 3,907 foreigners, 
had visited the caves, while 
in August 2018, the number 
of visitors was 35,359, 
including 874 from abroad. 

Besides, there were 29 
visitors from SAARC 
countries between January 
and September 2018, but 
there has not been a single 
tourist so far this year from 
those nations. 

Similarly, 3,001 people 
from the BIMSTEC 
countries visited the 
heritage site from January 
to September 2018, but the 
number went down to 
2,268 this year during the 
same period, according to 
the ASI data. 

The delay in completion 
of widening work of the 
150-lcm Aurangabad-Sillod- 
Ajanta-Jalgaon highway 
poses a big hurdle for 



people to visit the caves, 
Jaswant Singh, head of the 
Aurangabad Tourism 
Development Foundation, a 
local organisation of tour 
operators, said. 

Guide Ratnakar Shewale, 
who is proficient in 



Japanese and Spanish, also 
said that the connectivity 
between Aurangabad and 
Ajanta, located around 100 
km from the district 
headquarters, has become 
poor due to the delayed 
road work. “Many a times. 



tourists on way to the caves 
return midway because of 
potholes on the road. This 
is affecting the livelihood of 
guides as well as the local 
hotel industry. This year, 
we earned just half of what 
we used to earn in previous 
years,” he said. 

Public Works 
Department (PWD) 
superintending engineer 
Prashant Auti said the 
government found 
irregularities in the work of 
the contractor assigned to 
the Aurangabad- Sillod- 
Ajanta-Jalgaon road project. 
“We have terminated 
services of that agency, and 
a sub-letting process is on. 
We expect to start the work 
next month in a full-fledged 
manner. If everything goes 
smooth, we can make the 
road motorable in 12 



months,” he said. 

Another PWD official said 
the work order for repairing 
two lanes of the 
Aurangabad-Jalgaon road 
with paved shoulders was 
given in June 2017 and was 
supposed to be completed 
by June this year. In the 
meantime, this work was 
expanded to four lanes in 
January. “Now, a new 
deadline of January 2021 
has been set up for 
completion of the work,” 
the official said. 

Noting that footfall has 
been going down, the ASI’s 
superintending 
archaeologist. Dr. D.K. 
Khamari, said, “We are 
expecting the road work to 
be completed as soon as 
possible so that tourists can 
have a smooth visit to the 
Ajanta Caves.” 



Two convicted of 
being SIMI members 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MUMBAI 

A court here on Wednesday 
convicted two men, includ¬ 
ing a convict in the Mumbai 
train blasts case, for being 
members of the banned out¬ 
fit Students Islamic Move¬ 
ment of India (SIMI). 

Nafis Ansari and Ali Alam 
Shaikh were found guilty 
under the Unlawful Activi¬ 
ties (Prevention) Act. 

Judge D.E. Kothalikar sen¬ 
tenced Ansari to a simple 
imprisonment for three 
months, which he has alrea¬ 
dy served as an undertrial. 

Shaikh was not awarded 
any jail term as he is already 
sentenced for the same of¬ 


fence (being member of an 
unlawful organisation) in 
the 2006 train blasts case, 
the judge said. 

As per the prosecution, 
the Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) of the city 
police had received infor¬ 
mation that some SIMI 
members were planning to 
commit “disruption” during 
the Ganesh festival in 2006. 

Shabbir Rahemtulla was 
arrested from Malegaon and 
Ansari from Govandi. Ra¬ 
hemtulla died during the 
trial. Ali Alam Shaikh, want¬ 
ed in the case, was arrested 
by the Anti-Terrorism Squad 
for the July 2006 Mumbai 
train serial blasts. 


MODERN COACH FACTORY, RAEBARELI 


« '■ 


Open tender based on Single packet system Tender Notice no.- 
MCF/RBL/Tender/Under Frame Fabrication/2019-20/Cl48 dt. 18.09.2019 is 
invited by Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer/Shell, MCF/RBL through IREPS portal 
www.ireps.qov.in for and on behalf of President of India for the following work:- 
Description of work: Fabrication of Under Frame complete as per scope of work. 
Approx. Value: ? 2,05,77,312.00 EMD: ? 2,52,900.00 Cost of Tender document: ? 
10,000.00 only Quantity of work: 350 Under frame. Completion period of work 
12 Months or earlier. • Period of submission of tender document: From 30.09.2019 
to 14.10.2019 • Date & time of closing of tender: 14.10.2019 at 11:45 hrs. • Date 
& time of opening of tender: 14.10.2019 at 12:00 hrs. Detailed Tender Notice, 
Eligibility criteria, Terms & conditions are available at IREPS website: 
www.ireps.qov.in in tender document._ Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer/Shell 


Tender No.: MCF-RBL-TTC-Cleaning-2019-20, Due on: 18.10.2019 

Principal/TTC, Modern Coach Factory, Raebareli for and on behalf of President of 
India, invites ONLINE open e-tender based on double packet system from 
reputed firms through Indian Railways portal www.ireps.qov.in for tender notice 
no. MCF-RBL-TTC-Cleaning-2019-20, Due on: 18.10.2019 on prescribed 
format for the under mentioned work- Description of work: Management and 
housekeeping services in Technical Training Centre and Its Flostel at 
MCF/RBL/Lalganj as per scope of work for 03 years (36 months). Approx 
Value: ? 4,02,64,130.00 ( ? Four Crores Two Lakhs Sixty Four Thousand One 
Flundred Thirty) only. Earnest Money rounded off to nearest multiple of 10: ^ 
3,51,330.00 ( ? Three Lakhs Fifty One Thousand Three Flundred Thirty only) Cost of 
Tender document: ? 10000.00 Completion period from the date of commencement of 
work: 36 Months (03 Year) • Date &Time of closing offender: 18.10.2019 at 15:00 hrs. 
• Detailed Tender Notice, Eligibility criteria, Terms & conditions are available in 
tender document at Indian Railways portal: www.ireps.qov.in Principal/TTC 


Open tender based on Single packet system Tender Notice no.- 
MCF/RBL/Tender/fabrication work of WTCC/2019-20/C384 dt. 23.09.2019 is 
invited by Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer/SMS & House Keeping, MCF/RBL through 
IREPS portal www.ireps.qov.in for and on behalf of President of India for the following 
work:- Description of work: Outsourcing of fabrication work of WTCC as per scope of 
work. Approx. Value: ?48,01,125.00 EMD: ^96,000.00 Cost of Tender document: ? 
3,000.00 only Quantity of work: 175 Coach Set. Completion period of work: 12 
Months or earlier. • Period of submission offender document: From 02.10.2019 to 
16.10.2019 • Date & time of closing offender: 16.10.2019 at 11:45 hrs. • Date & 
time of opening offender: 1 6 . 10.2019 at 12:00 hrs. Detailed Tender Notice, Eligibility 
criteria, Terms & conditions are available at IREPS website: www.ireps.gov.in in 
tender document. Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer/SMS & House Keeping 


Open tender based on Single packet system Tender Notice no.- MCF/RBL/ 
Tender/fabrication work of Roof element/2019-20/C383 dt. 23.09.2019 is invited by 
Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer/SMS & House Keeping, MCF/RBL through IREPS 
portal www.ireps.qov.in for and on behalf of President of India for the following work:- 
Description of work: Outsourcing of fabrication work of Roof element complete as per 
scope of work. Approx. Value: ?41,30,000.00 EMD: ?82,600.00 Cost of Tender 
document: 1 3,000.00 only Quantity of work: 250 Coach Set. Completion period of 
work: 12 Months or earlier. • Period of submission of tender document: From 
02.10.2019 to 16.10.2019 • Date & time of closing offender: 16.10.2019 at 11:45 
hrs. • Date &time of opening offender: 16.10.2019 at 12:00 hrs. Detailed Tender 
Notice, Eligibility criteria, Terms & conditions are available at IREPS website: 
www.ireps.qov.in in tender document. Dy. CME/SMS & House Keeping 


E-Tender Notice No.: ELECT-PS-20511 -RT Due on: 23.09.2019 

On behalf of the President of India Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer/PS, Modern 
Coach Factory, Raebareli is inviting open e-tender based on single packet system 
from capable & experienced tenderers through Indian Railways portal www.ireps. 
gov.in for the under mentioned work. Details:- 1 Name of work: Provision of 
Stree light in non lighting area of factory premises (Near Khairani gate). 2 Place of 
work: Modern Coach Factory Lalganj, Distt. Raebareli 3.Approx cost: 1 633529 (? Six 
Lac thirty three thousand five hundred twenty nine only). 4. Cost of tender: 1 2,000.00 
(?Two thousand only) 5 Earnest Money: 1 12700.00 (? Twelve thousand seven hundred 
only) 6 Period of completion: 03 Months 7 Date & Time of closing offender: 29.10.2019 
15:30 hrs. 8 Terms & Condition: Other details, terms & conditions are available in 
tender documents on www.ireps.qov.in Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer/PS 
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SC turns down plea to lay 
down norms for Speakers 

Karnataka’s V.H. Kageri had sought guidelines from the top court 



It is not defection if you 
* give up membership of a 
political party for reasons of 
j conscience, then you resign 
F and go back to face the public 
mandate. This is recognition of 
the MLAs’ right to resign 


TUSHAR MEHTA 

SOLICITOR GENERAL OF INDIA 


Jagan-led A.P. govt, not 
to clear farm loan dues 

G.O. issued by the previous TDP government cancelled 


IN BRIEF 


il 


f J 



s| 



ijt 

5“ , & 


i v 1 

Vi ~ sNi . 

Telugu actor Kunath 
Venu Madhav is no more 


HYDERABAD 

Telugu a ctor Kunath Venu 
Madhav passed away on 
Wednesday at a city hospital. 
He was 51 and is survived by 
wife and two sons. He was 
ailing for the past few days, 
and dociors had advised a 
liver tra isplant. 

CBI tabes over probe into 
murder of BJP worker 

NEW DELH 

The CBI has taken over the 
probe irto the 2016 murder 
of BJP worker Yogesh Gowda 
in Karnataka's Dharwad. Mr. 
Gowda was found murdered 
in his gym on June 15, 2016. 
The Stal e police had earlier 
completed the probe and 
filed a cnargesheet against six 
persons on September 9, 
2016. H Dwever, after the BJP 
came to power in Karnataka, 
it recommended a CBI probe. 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

Karnataka Assembly Speak¬ 
er V.H. Kageri has urged the 
Supreme Court, through his 
lawyer Solicitor General of 
India Tushar Mehta, to lay 
down guidelines for 
Speakers. 

The Supreme Court 
promptly refused the idea, 
telling the Speaker that his 
office is a constitutional one. 
The court framing guidelines 
for the Speaker would be an 
encroachment by the judici¬ 
ary into the realm of the le¬ 
gislature. The Speaker is the 
master of the House, the 
court explained. 

“It is high time Your Lord- 
ships lay down guidelines for 
Speakers,” Mr. Mehta sug¬ 
gested to a three-judge 
Bench led by Justice N.V. Ra- 
mana. Justice Ramana sharp¬ 
ly retorted to Mr. Mehta’s 
suggestion. 

“How can we lay down 


guidelines for the Speaker? 
He is a constitutional author¬ 
ity... We cannot encroach,” 
Justice Ramana shot back at 
the top law officer. 

Mr. Mehta’s proposal 
came in the few minutes he 
had sought to explain the po¬ 
sition of law to the Bench. 

Plea by ex-MLAs 

His comment came during 
the hearing of pleas filed by 
several former Karnataka 
MLAs against their disqualifi¬ 
cation by Mr. Kageri’s prede¬ 
cessor in the Speaker’s of¬ 


fice, K.R. Ramesh Kumar. 
Seventeen MLAs from the 
Congress and the Janata Dal 
(Secular) were disqualified 
by Mr. Kumar on the charge 
of defection. 

Speaker’s stand 

They argue that they had re¬ 
signed voluntarily from the 
House before their disqualifi¬ 
cation by the Speaker. They 
have asked the Supreme 
Court to either stay a recent 
notification announcing the 
conduct of by-polls to their 
constituencies, or in the al¬ 


ternative, allow them to con¬ 
test the elections due on Oc¬ 
tober 21. 

The Solicitor General, for 
the Speaker, argued that a le¬ 
gislator who first resigns his 
seat in the Assembly and 
then joins another party af¬ 
ter leaving the House cannot 
be disqualified under the an¬ 
ti-defection law. 

“It is not defection if you 
give up membership of a pol¬ 
itical party for reasons of 
conscience, then you resign 
and go back to face the pu¬ 
blic mandate. This is recog¬ 
nition of the MLAs’ right to 
resign,” Mr. Mehta 
submitted. 

He argued that changing 
political parties as an MLA 
was defection, but resigning 
from the House and subse¬ 
quently shifting to another 
party to face elections does 
not amount to defection un¬ 
der Schedule 10 of the 
Constitution. 


STAFF REPORTER 

VIJAYAWADA 

The Andhra Pradesh govern¬ 
ment on Wednesday issued 
a GO cancelling the orders 
pertaining to the fourth and 
fifth instalments of the debt 
redemption scheme issued 
by the previous TDP govern¬ 
ment at the fag end of its 
term. 

The Jagan Mohan Reddy 
government, however, did 
not assign any reason for 
cancelling the orders. It 
merely said GO 38 dated 
March 10 was being can¬ 
celled following a report 
submitted by the Chief Exec¬ 
utive Officer of A.P. Rythu 
Sadhikara Samstha. 

With this, the farmers, ap¬ 


parently, will have to clear 
dues amounting to ^7,950 
crore. The figure may go up 
if the interest burden is also 
taken into account. The go¬ 
vernment is supposed to de¬ 
posit the dues in more than 
31.44 lakh accounts in the 
last two instalments. 

YSRCP leaders have been 
asserting that the govern¬ 
ment will not clear the dues 
under the debt redemption 
scheme. People gave man¬ 
date to the TDP for five years 
to implement its electoral 
promises but it failed to do 
so, they maintained. 

The previous government 
had resolved to waive loans 
in five phases and had 
cleared three. For the last 


two instalments, it issued a 
Budget Release Order (BRO) 
in March but made no provi¬ 
sion in the interim budget 
presented by it in February. 

Replying to a question in 
the Assembly in July, Agri¬ 
culture Minister K. Kanna 
Babu said the last two instal¬ 
ments were pending. On the 
measures for clearing the 
dues, the Minister merely 
said the government was ex¬ 
amining the matter. 

The scheme was a flag¬ 
ship programme of the TDP 
government. Banks had ar¬ 
rived at a figure of ^87,000 
crore, but the government 
brought it down to ^24,000 
crore after issuing guide¬ 
lines. 


Tension in Piravom after rival 
factions converge on church 


Shivakumar’s bail plea in money 
laundering case dismissed 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A special court on Wednes¬ 
day dis uissed the bail appli¬ 
cation of Congress leader 
D.K. Shivakumar, who was 
arrestei I by the Enforcement 
Directcrate earlier this 
month on money laundering 
charge. 

“In ;he course of argu¬ 
ments, the ED has shown 
certain documents like the 
list of 317 bank accounts and 
other documents of proper¬ 
ties, etc. which show that in¬ 
vestigation is still at the cru¬ 
cial stage of examining the 
docum mts and their nexus 



D. K. Shivakumar 


with the assets of the appli¬ 
cant/account,” said Judge 
Ajay Kumar Kuhar in his 31- 
page order. The court said 
the accused, as argued by 
the agency, was an influen¬ 
tial person and therefore. 


the apprehension that he 
might influence the witness¬ 
es, or tamper with docu¬ 
ments, could not be treated 
as unfounded. 

“The release of the appli¬ 
cant at such crucial stage- 
...may hamper the investiga¬ 
tion. Therefore, I am of the 
considered view that the ap¬ 
plicant/accused is not entit¬ 
led for bail at this stage of in¬ 
vestigation,” it said. 

The case had been insti¬ 
tuted on a chargesheet filed 
by the I-T Department last 
year, alleging tax evasion 
and ‘hawala’ transactions 
running into crores. 


Demolition of Maradu 
flats to start on Oct. 11 

Kerala draws up 138-day action plan 


K.S. S UDHI 

KOCHI 

The demolition of the Mara¬ 
du apartments in Ernaku- 
lam district of Kerala will be¬ 
gin on October 11 and the 
eviction of apartment dwell¬ 
ers will begin on September 
29. The authorities plan to 
complete the eviction in 
four days, by October 3, ac¬ 
cording to a timeline pre¬ 
pared for demolition. 

The 138-day timeline, 
which was accessed by The 
Hindu, serves as the base 
document on which the ac¬ 
tion plan for razing the 


buildings have been deve¬ 
loped. The State govern¬ 
ment plans to complete the 
demolition of all the four 
flats in 90 days. 

Meanwhile, the police on 
Wednesday registered FIRs 
against three builders, who 
constructed apartments at 
Maradu in violation of Coas¬ 
tal Regulation Zone rules. 

The police froze around 
60 bank accounts of the 
three builders. No action 
has been initiated against 
the fourth builder as no 
complaint was filed against 
the firm, the police said. 



Members of the Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church inside the 
St. Mary's Church in Piravom on Wednesday. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICOCHI 

The District Collector issued 
prohibitory order under 
Section 144 of of CrPC ban¬ 
ning 67 persons from enter¬ 
ing the limits of Piravom 
municipality after the pre¬ 
mises of the historic Pira¬ 
vom St. Mary’s Church wit¬ 
nessed tense scenes with 
both factions of the Malan- 
kara Church converging at 
the venue, and confronting 
each other over the right to 
celebrate the Mass for the 
whole of Wednesday. 

The Jacobite group, 
around 50 strong, led by 
parish priests, celebrated 
the Mass inside the church 
in the presence of Catholicos 
Baselios Thomas I and Me¬ 
tropolitan Trustee Joseph 
Mar Gregorios and senior 
bishops. At the same time, 
the Orthodox group, gath¬ 


ered outside the gates of the 
church demanding that the 
police provide them protec¬ 
tion to enter the church as 
per the Supreme Court rul¬ 
ing of July 2017. 

The police had been on 
guard since the Orthodox 
group sought police protec¬ 
tion last week to enter the 
church and celebrate Mass. 
But the group alleged that 
the police colluded with the 
Jacobites to allow the latter’s 


entry into the church on 
Tuesday night. 

The Orthodox group, un¬ 
der the leadership of Bishop 
Thomas Mar Athanasios, 
stuck to its stand and did not 
budge as the confrontation 
continued despite heavy 
showers during the better 
part of the day. A large posse 
of police personnel kept 
guard over the situation, 
that often threatened to go 
out of hand. 


eiTfCDie, €4 ItK£IUS ^lo yillticDtUI 
(mJot, eDOl-«ec^l3, ^cocirck Bef cicjicioicf Q<mioi) 
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sajha9@gmail.com phone No- 0651-2550522 


Re-e-TENDER NOTICE 


Re-e-Tenders in two parts Part-I (Technical and Commercial) and Part-II (price part) are 
invited from the reputed tenderers having good experience of following similar type of Civil works and 
having ;ound financial status: _____ 


NIT No. 

Name of the works 

Estimated cost 
in Rs./- 

Earnest money 
to be 

deposited in 
Rs./- 

Cost of BOQ 
(Non- 

Refundable) 
in Rs./- 

Time of 
completion 
of work. 

4/PR/S AJH 
A/19-20 

Repair of BirsaMunda Stadium 
(A,B,C,D,E,F,G& H block) at 
Morabadi, Ranchi, Jharkhand. 

4,86,49,500/- 

4,86,500/- 

10,000/- 

12 months 

5/PR/S AJH 
A/19-20 

Renovation of compound wall, RCC 
drain with cover & paving work etc at 
Birsa Munda Stadium (A,B,C,D,E, F, 
G & H) block), Morabadi, Ranchi 

1,10,51,600/- 

2,21,100/- 

10,000/- 

08 months 

6/PR/S AJH 
A/19-20 

Repair of plumbing & sanitation work 
at BirsaMunda Stadium (A,B,C,D,E, 
F,G & H block) at Morabadi, Ranchi, 
Jharkhand. 

1,22,10,328/- 

2,44,300/- 

10,000/- 

08 months 

Availability of tender documents on website 

From 24-09-2019 at 11.00 AM to 
09-10.2019 up to 5.00 PM 

Last date and time for uploading of e-tender 

Up to 09-10-2019 up to 5.00 PM 

Last da ;e and time for physical submission of original Demand Draft 
towards cost of BOQ and Earnest Money. 

Up to 10-10-2019 up to 4.00 PM 

D ite and time for opening of Tender Part-I (Technical and 
Commercial) 

At 3.30 PM on 11-10-2019 

I )ate and time for opening of Tender Part-II (Price Part) 

At 3.30 PM on 18-10-2019 

Tendering Officer and address for communication 

Executive Director office, 

SAJHA, Morabadi, Ranchi 

1. Re-e Tender documents and BOQ including terms & conditions, specification etc. can be downloaded 
and: ubmitted online on web site h tt p s: //j harkhandtenders.gov. in. 

2. Cost of tender/ BOQ, Earnest money with one set of uploaded tender documents before one day of the 

date of opening of tender on 10-10-2019 at 4:00 p.m In the office of Executive Director, Sports 
Authority of Jharkhand, Morhabadi, Ranchi shall be deposited. Only those tenders will entertained 
who se cost of tender/BOQ and Earnest money and tender documents is received at 4.00 PM before one 
day i >f the date of opening of tender. ^ 7 

|fvjf^T 3Tsf Uep ^tt eft WEft ^ Hcf efrft - trrft) if || Executive Director 

PR 2171156 (Art Culture Sports and Youth Affairs)19-20#D Sports Authority of Jharkhand 


Government of Jharkhand 

Dr. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Welfare Research Institute, Ranchi 
Scheduled Tribe, Scheduled Caste, Minorities, and OBC Welfare Department 


Rei no. 1146Ranchi 


Short Expression of Interest 


Dated 20.09.2019 


Dr. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Welfare Research Institute (TRI), Ranchi invites Expression 
of Intel est (EOI) from interested Film Agencies/Production houses or Firm /Govt. Organization 
(Preference will be given to them who were bom and brought up in Jharkhand and are fully 
acquaii ited with the Customs & Traditions, Totems, and Taboos, History, and Philosophy of the tribal 
comminities 'especially Santhal, Mahali, Munda, Oraon, Kharia and other tribal communities 
residin i in and around Ranchi and in the state of Jharkhand') for undertaking a study and making of 
Video (iocumentary Project of TRI, Ranchi during the year 2019-2020: 

TOPICOn the Socio-Economic-Cultural-Religious aspects of Jharkhand Tribal People (Tribes 

of Ran :hi and Other districts) residing in Andaman and Nicobar with Special reference to change 

in theii livelihoodpattern. 

Interes ;ed agencies are hereby requested to submit Expression of Interest (EOI) along with technical 
bid giv ng relevant details of the organization necessary for evaluating the competencies on or before 
10/10/2019 by 4.30 P.M. The price should be all-inclusive of (all requisite statutory taxes, if 
applies ble) and not open-ended. 

The intending agencies may submit their bid in a sealed envelope on or before the due date. 
The technical proposal should be sealed in a separate envelope clearly marked in BOLD “A 
TECH NICAL PROPOSAL FOR TOPIC: On the Socio-Economic-Cultural-Religious aspects 
of Jha khand Tribal People (Tribes of Ranchi and Other districts) residing in Andaman and 

NicobCi r with Special reference to change in their livelihoodpattern. 

(Please specify the name of the concerned work)” written on the top of the envelope. 
These envelopes are to be addressed to the Director, Dr. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Welfare 
Reseai ch Institute (TRI), Morabadi, Ranchi-834008. TRI will not be responsible for delay in 
transits or damages or loss of tender document sent by post. 

Technical Bid will be opened on 16/10/2019 at 3.00 P.M in the office of the Director, TRI, 

Ranchi. 

Only those agencies which fulfill technical criteria will be considered for the 
presen ation ofthe project. 

Terms of Reference (ToR) and other details can be obtained from the office of the TRI on 
any working day during office hour to meet concerned Nodal person and the same can also be 
down oaded from the website www.prdjharkhand.in or through E-mail 
tri.diroctorate@gmail.com by specifying the topic & details of Institution / Organization 
Interes ;ed. 

TRI, Ranchi reserves all rights to accept or reject all or any of the EOI’s at any stage 
withor t assigning any reasons.TRI, Ranchi also reserves the right to engage/impanel one or 
more f rms depending on requirements. 
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HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

Phone no. 01905- 222172 
E-Mail: ee-elem-hp@nic.in 

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 

The Executive Engineer Electrical Division, HPPWD, Mandi HP on behalf of Governor 
of HP invites the item rate bids, in electronic tendering system, from the Principal 
manufacturer / OEM (VRV System) or Authorized agency of OEM for the following 
works as detailed in the table. 


Name of work 


Estimated 

cost 


Starting date 
for 

downloading 

Bid 


Earnest 

Money 


Deadline for 
submission 
of bid 


Construction of MCH Building 
at Sunder Nagar District.-Mandi 
HP (SH: Providing VRV System 
therein HVAC System without 
lobby/waiting area) 


Rs. 

12245886/- 


09.10.2019 
at 10.00 A.M 


Rs. 
155000/- 


18.10.2019 
at 10.00 A.M 


The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders and Technical 
Qualification Criteria from the department website www.hptenders.gov.in 

Executive Engineer 
Electrical Division, 
HP-PWD, Mandi HP 175001 

HP/2220/19-20 On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh 


Rail Wheel Plant/Bela UU 

1 (DistL: Saran), Bihar-841221 


Open E-Tender Notice No: RWP/STORES/ 
WORKS/ADVT/201 9-20/04, Dated: 
23.09.2019. "Principal Chief Materials 
Manager/Rail Wheel Plant, Bela for and on 
behalf of the President of India invites online 
"e-Open Tender" through Indian Railways E- 
Procurement Portal (IREPS) www.ireps.gov.in 
for transportation of 1. Name of work with its 
location and completion period: 
Transportation of Light Melting Scrap (LMS) 
from Various Railway Units to Rail Wheel Plant, 
Bela Dist- Saran, Bihar for distance slab 501- 
1000 KM (Avg. lead distance 1000KM)” 
Quantity:55,44,000 MT-KM, Completion period: 
12 months from the date of issuance of LOA. 2. 
Approx, cost of the work: ? 2,26,44,468/- 3. 
Earnest Money to be Deposited: ? 2,63,300/- 
4. Tender closing date and time: 25.10.2019 
up to 14:00 hrs. 5. Website particulars, Notice 
Board location where complete details of 
tender can be seen and address of the office 
from where the tender form can be 
purchased etc: For full details and submission 
of bid kindly visit Portal (IREPS) 
www.ireps.gov.in. This Tender Notice is also 
available on the official website of Rail Wheel 
Plant, Bela www.indianrailways.gov.in. The 
prospective firms/bidders submitting bid are 
advised to remain in touch with IREPS Portal 
(www.ireps.gov.in) for updates including 
Addendum/ Corrigendum/ Cancellation with 
respect to the above tender because no such 
any notice/information concerned that shall be 
published in newspaper. 

Principal Chief Materials Manager 
Rail Wheel Plant,Bela. 
RWP/CPRO/Advt./2019-20/39 


Government of Jharkhand 

Dr. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Welfare Research Institute, 

Scheduled Tribe, Scheduled Caste, Minorities, and OBC Welfare Department 

Ranchi-8 

Ref no. 1145Ranchi Dated 20.09.2019 


Short Expression of Interest 

Dr. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Welfare Research Institute (TRI), Ranchi invites Expression of Interest 
(EOI) from interested Film Agencies/Production houses or Firm /Govt. The organization 
(Preference will be given to them who are bom and brought up in Jharkhand and are fully acquainted 
with the cultural and religious aspects their language and oral history, songs and dances, fairs and 
festivals, traditions and rituals, history and philosophy of the tribes. Listed for study for undertaking 
a study and making of Video documentary Project of TRI, Ranchi during the year 2019-2020:- 
TOPIC: Tribal Songs and dances of life cycle rituals (Birth. Naming. Marriage and Death). 

Agricultural festivals with the publication of coffee table book. 

Interested agencies are hereby requested to submit Expression of Interest (EOI) along with technical 
bid giving relevant details of the organization necessary for evaluating the competencies on or before 
10/10/2019 by 4.30 P.M. The price should be all-inclusive of (all requisite statutory taxes, if 
applicable) and not open-ended. 

The intending agencies may submit their bid in a sealed envelope on or before the due date. The 
technical proposal should be sealed in a separate envelope clearly marked in BOLD “A 
TECHNICAL PROPOSAL FOR TOPIC: Tribal Songs and dances of life cycle rituals (Birth. 
Naming. Marriage and Death). Agricultural festivals with the publication of coffee table book. 

(Please specify the name of the concerned work)” written on the top of the envelope. These 
envelopes are to be addressed to the Director, Dr. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Welfare Research 
Institute (TRI), Morabadi, Ranchi-834008. TRI will not be responsible for delay in transits or 
damages or loss of tender document sent by post. 

Technical Bid will be opened on 16/10/2019 at 3.00 P.M in the office of the Director, TRI, Ranchi. 


Only those agencies which fulfill technical criteria will be considered for the presentation of the 
project. 

Terms of Reference (ToR) and other details can be obtained from the office of the TRI on any working 
day during office hour to meet concerned Nodal person and the same can also be downloaded from 
the website www.prdjharkhand.in or through E-mail tri.directorate@gmail.com by specifying the 
topic & details of Institution/Organization Interested. 

TRI, Ranchi reserves all rights to accept or reject all or any of the EOI’s at any stage without 
assigning any reasons. TRI, Ranchi also reserves the right to engage/empanel one or more firms 
depending on requirements. 
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WESTSIDE 


WESTSIDE ENTERPRISES 
(OPC) PVT. LTD. 

DISCLAIMER: 

Our business is not authorized 
or endorsed by any other 
WESTSIDE Brands or Trade 
Marks. For more visit 
www.westsidecompany.in 


Tender Ref no.:-kha..up.Ni.01 (ChiniVitranYojna)- 08/19 - 1238 
Dated- 24/09/2019 

Government of Jharkhand 
Directorate of Food & Consumer Affairs 
Ground Floor, Engineer's Hostel, HEC Sector-Ill 
Dhurwa, Ranchi- 834004 


Reverse Auction Procurement Notice 

"Tender Notice for Empanelment of Suppliers for Supply of Free Flow 
White Crystal Sugar (Grade-S-30/M-30) for 4th Quarter (Jan-Mar'20) 
of Financial Year 2019-20 under Reverse Auction Mode on platform of 
NeML" 


1 

Tender published on 
website 

24/09/2019 

2 

Name of the Client 

Directorate of Food & Consumer Affairs, 

Govt. ofJharkhand,Ground Floor, 

Engineer’s Hostel ,HECDhurwa, Ranchi- 
834004 

3 

Address and concerned 
person for 
Correspondence 

Customer servi ce Group - NCDEX e Markets 
limited, 101,101T, Ackruti corporate 
park, 1 st floor, NearGE 

Garden,L.B.S.Marg, Kanjurmarg (west) 
Mumbai -400078 Tel - 022- 48810555 or 
7575002161E- mail-askus(5)nemLin 

4 

Registration Fees 

Rs5000/-only(Non- 
refundable)+GST(as applicable) 

5 

EMD 

2% of the value of Tender 

6 

Quantity (in Qt) 

27215 

6 

Last Date of Document 
Submission 

16/10/2019 

7 

Date of Reverse Auction 

18/10/2019 


1. All eligible Individuals or partnership firm, Registered Company or 
Co-operative society or any legal organization should mandatorily 
register with NCDEX e-Markets Limited for participation in Reverse 
Auction. 

2. The schedule of Auction to be conducted on date 18/10/2019 will be 
posted on website- http://jharkhand.gov.in/food. 

3. Any changes/ modification in the Tender documents in the tender 
documents will be posted on website- http://jharkhand.gov.in/food 

Sd/- 

PR 217906 Directorate of Food and Director 

Consumer Affairs (19-20)_D (Directorate of Food & Consumer Affairs) 


SEARCH FOR MISSING PERSON 


General public is here by 
informed that this person namely 
Sunil S/o Ramkishan R/o 173, 
Rajpura, Gurmandi, Delhi Age : 
45 years, Height : 5’6 M , Face : 
Long, Complexion Fair, 
Build : Thin, wearing sky blue 
colour shirt, black colour pant and 
blue & white colour shoes in feet, 
has been missing since 
07.09.2019. In this regard DD No. 
100-A dated 07.09.2019 has been lodged at P.S. Model 
Town, Delhi. 

Any person having any information or clue about this 
missing person may kindly inform to the following:- ^ 

E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in SHO : | 

Website: http://cbi.nic.in P-S. Model Town, Delhi g 
Fax: 24368639, Tel. No - : 011-27459202, g 

Tel.: 24368638/24368641 274560072 § 



Sunil 
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New IPCC report warns of dire threat to oceans 

Increased temperatures, marine heatwaves, more frequent extreme El Nino and La Nina events likely 


SPEC IAL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW )ELHI 

Wit! representatives from 
nearly 200 countries at the 
United Nations Climate 
Summit underway in the 
United States, the Intergo¬ 
vernmental Panel on Cli¬ 
mate! Change (IPCC) - the 
apex referee for scientific 
evid ence on the impact of 
global warming - made pu¬ 
blic ; i special report on Wed- 
nesc ay that underlined the 
dire changes taking place in 
oceans, glaciers and ice-de- 
posii s on land and sea. 

‘Unprecedented’ 

“Over the 21st century, the 
ocean is projected to transi¬ 
tion to unprecedented con¬ 
ditio ns with increased tem¬ 


peratures, further ocean 
acidification, marine heat¬ 
waves and more frequent 
extreme El Nino and La Ni¬ 
na events,” according to a 
summary of the report 
made available to policy¬ 
makers. 

The report updates scien¬ 
tific literature available 
since 2015 - when the IPCC 
released its comprehensive 
5th Assessment Report - 
and summarises the disas¬ 
trous impacts of warming 
based on current projec¬ 
tions of global greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

“It is virtually certain that 
the global ocean has 
warmed unabated since 
1970 and has taken up more 
than 90% of the excess heat 


j 1 ^ !£■ 
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Disaster ahead: The report updates literature available since 
2015 and summarises the impacts of warming. - pti 


in the climate system (high 
confidence). Since 1993, the 
rate of ocean warming has 
more than doubled. Marine 
heatwaves have very likely 


doubled in frequency since 
1982 and are increasing in 
intensity,” the report notes. 

The Southern Ocean ac¬ 
counted for 35%-43% of the 


total heat gain in the upper 
2,000 m of global ocean 
between 1970 and 2017, and 
its share increased to 45%- 
62% between 2005 and 
2017. 

The ‘Special Report on 
the Ocean and Cryosphere 
in a Changing Climate’ was 
prepared following an IPCC 
Panel decision in 2016 to 
prepare three Special Re¬ 
ports and follows the Spe¬ 
cial Reports on Global 
Warming of 1.5°C (SR1.5), 
and on Climate Change and 
Land (SRCCL). 

Countries’ commitment 

The 1.5°C report was a key 
input used in negotiations 
at Katowice, Poland last 
year for countries to com¬ 


mit themselves to capping 
global temperature rise to 
1.5°C by the end of the cen¬ 
tury. “A major impact is in 
the Hindu Kush Himalayan 
Regions,” said Anjal Pra- 
lcash, a researcher at The 
Energy Resources Institute 
(TERI) School of Advanced 
Studies, and among those 
involved with the report. 

“Floods will become 
more frequent and severe in 
the mountainous and 
downstream areas of the In¬ 
dus, Ganges and Brahmapu¬ 
tra river basins, because of 
an increase in extreme pre¬ 
cipitation events. The sever¬ 
ity of flood events is expect¬ 
ed to more than double 
towards the end of the cen¬ 
tury,” she added 


IN BRIEF 



SP leader Azam Khan 
gets stay from arrest 

LUCKNOW 

The Allahabad High Court on 
Wednesday granted relief to 
Rampur MP Azam Khan as it 
issued a stay on his arrest in 
connection with the cases 
filed against him by the Uttar 
Pradesh government. He has 
been sla pped with over a two 
dozen cases, including 
charges of land grabbing. 

CBI SP applies for 
voluntiry retirement 

NEW DELH 

Satish Dagar, the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
Superintendent of Police who 
is part of the team probing a 
case ag; inst the then Special 
Director Rakesh Asthana, has 
applied For voluntary 
retirement, a CBI 
spokesperson said on 
Wednesday. 

ED attaches assets worth 
?33 crore in lOBcase 

NEW DELH 

The Enforcement Directorate 
has provisionally attached 
assets worth ?33.84 crore in a 
buyers-oredit fraud case 
involvin g ?299 crore of the 
Indian Cverseas Bank. The 
probe is based on an FIR 
registered against I0B 
employee Ashu Mehra, 
Heights International, Vision 
Procon and Saibhakti Impex. 

Kashmir's famed 
saffror gets Gl tag 

SRINAGAR 

Kashmir's famed saffron has 
finally been granted the 
Geograp hic Indication (Gl) 
tag, which is likely to boost 
its market and ensure quality 
control. Officials said the 
final meeting regarding the 
tag was held on September 
23 in New Delhi. 


Unnao: CBI granted more time 


SC gives 2 weeks 
to file chargesheet 
in accident case 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The CBI on Wednesday 
sought more time from the 
Supreme Court to record a 
statement from the lawyer 
involved in the road accident 
along with the Unnao rape 
case survivor on July 28 near 
Rae Bareli. 

Both the girl and the la¬ 
wyer were shifted to the AI- 
IMS for advanced medical 
treatment from a Lucknow 
hospital on the orders of the 
apex court. 

A Bench led by Justice 
Deepalc Gupta agreed to give 
the CBI two weeks more to 
complete its probe into the 
accident case and file a char¬ 
gesheet in the trial court. 

The court scheduled the 



Rape survivor 
discharged from AIIMS 

NEW DELHI 

The 2017 Unnao rape survivor 
has been discharged from the 
All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences here on Wednesday 
after spending two months at 
the hospital. She will now be 
staying with her family in 
Delhi. The family has said 
they were apprehensive 
about returning to Uttar 
Pradesh. She was brought to 
Delhi after she met with an 
accident on July 28. 


Swami Chinmayanand not 
a party member: BJP 

LUCKNOW 

The BJP on Wednesday said 
former Minister Swami 
Chinmayanand, accused of 
rape by a law student of his 
college, is no longer a 
member of the party. "He is 
not a member of the BJP," 
party spokesperson 
Harishchancdra Srivastava 
said. The spokesperson, 
however, failed to mention 
from when he ceased to be a 
member of the party, pti 


next hearing for October. 

Probe into accident 

In the last hearing on Sep¬ 
tember 6, the Bench had si¬ 
milarly given the CBI a fort¬ 
night to complete its probe 
into the ‘accident’. 

The collision with a truck 
left the girl and her lawyer 
critically injured while two 


of her relatives were killed. 

On August 1, the court had 
transferred five cases of 
crimes committed against 
the Unnao rape survivor and 
her family from a CBI court 
in Lucknow to its counter¬ 
part in Delhi. It had also or¬ 
dered the Uttar Pradesh go¬ 
vernment to pay her Z25 lakh 
as interim compensation. 


A Bench led by Chief Jus¬ 
tice of India Ranjan Gogoi 
had on that day ordered that 
the trial in the Unnao cases 
be held on a day-to-day basis 
and completed within 45 
days. 

The court had even gone 
the extra mile to zero in on 
District Judge Dharmesh 
Sharma as the trial judge. 


Notified TB 
cases increase 
by 16%: report 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

In 2018, the Revised Na¬ 
tional Tuberculosis Pro¬ 
gramme (RNTBP) was able 
to achieve notification by 

21.5 lakh persons, which is 
an increase of 16% as com¬ 
pared to 2017 and the high¬ 
est so far noted, said Union 
Health Minister Harsh 
Vardhan while launching 
the ‘TB Harega, Desk Jeete- 
ga’ campaign here on Wed¬ 
nesday, along with the Na¬ 
tional Tuberculosis (TB) 
Prevalence Survey. 

The estimated TB inci¬ 
dence in India stands at 27 
lakh. Dr. Vardhan, howev¬ 
er, noted there were still 

5.5 lakh patients who were 
“lost” in the country. “The 
good news is that we have 
the tools now to be able to 
track them,” he said. 


Crash course 



Charred remains: People gathering at the site where a MiG-21 trainer jet crashed near the 
Gwalior airbase in Madhya Pradesh on Wednesday. Two pilots ejected safely. ■ pti 


Former Minister slaps 
supporter at BJD event 

Video of the incident goes viral 


STAFF REPORTER 

BERHAMPUR 

Chandrasekhar Sahu, form¬ 
er Union Minister and BJD 
MP from Odisha’s Berham- 
pur, apparently lost his tem¬ 
per at an event and slapped 
a newly inducted party 
worker on stage at Paralak- 
hemundi of Gajapati district 
on Tuesday. 

Video clips of the inci¬ 
dent during a BJD party 
meeting has gone viral on 
the social media. 

Sangram Sahu, former 
Youth Congress president of 
Gajapati district, was at the 


meeting, with several other 
Congress workers, to join 
the ruling BJD. The workers 
were being welcomed with a 
shawl around their neck. 
Sangram Sahu wanted the 
Minister to do the honours 
and the latter then reaches 
out and slaps him apparent¬ 
ly in a fit of anger. 

Mr. Sangram claimed the 
MP had only reprimanded 
him like an elder brother 
would with a gentle touch. 

Mr. Sahu admitted that he 
had lost his cool and the 
whole episode could have 
been avoided. 


Dr ug regulators caution against ranitidine use 

Patients asked to avoid over-the-counter use; State bodies told to take measures 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Indian doctors have advised 
patient? here to avoid over- 
the-counter (OTC) use of 
popular antacid ranitidine, 
following concerns over its 
contamination by cancer- 
causing substances, with the 
Centra] Drugs Standard Con¬ 
trol Organisation (CDSCO) 
now having started the pro¬ 
cess of “checking for any ad¬ 


verse reactions of the drug”. 

CDSCO has written to 
State regulators, asking that 
they “communicate to the 
manufacturers of ranitidine 
active pharmaceutical ingre¬ 
dient (API) and formulations 
under your jurisdiction to 
verify their products and 
take appropriate measures 
to ensure patient safety”. 

The regulator notes that it 
is aware of reports from oth¬ 


er countries that some raniti¬ 
dine medicines contain a ni- 
trosamine impurity called 
N-nitrosodimethylamine 
(NDMA) at low levels. 

‘Probably carcinogenic’ 

The Drugs Controller Gener¬ 
al of India (DCGI) V.G. Soma- 
ni in the letter further notes 
that NDMA has been classi¬ 
fied by the International 
Agency for Research on Can¬ 


cer as “probably carcinogen¬ 
ic” to humans. 

“Ranitidine is approved 
for multiple indications in 
the country and available in 
various formulations includ¬ 
ing tablets, injections, etc. 
The drug is a prescription 
drug included in Schedule-H 
and should be sold by retail 
only under prescription of 
Registered Medical Practi¬ 
tioner,” the letter noted. 


Meghalaya tests medicine 
delivery using drones 

Access to anti-venom has been an issue: official 


SOUTHERN 

RAILWAY 


(CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION) 
Tender Notice No.OHE/CN/Dy.CEE/ 
2019-20/03 Dated : 24.09.2019 

For and on behalf of The President 
of India, The Dy. Chief Electrical 
Engineer/OHE, Construction, 
Southern Railway, Chennai 
Egmore invites E-Tender for the 
following works. 

"Power supply installation works 
in connection with the doubling 
of tracks between Salem and 
Omalur in Salem Division of 
Southern Railway" 

Date of opening of Tender : 
21.10.2019 

For more details visit 
www.ireps.gov.in 

Dy.Chief Electrical Engineer/OHE 
Electrical Construction/Ch-8 


RAHU L KARMAKAR 

GUWAHA TI 

Venom dus snakes have played a 
role in; in experiment to deliver life¬ 
saving drugs to remote areas of 
Meghalaya by drones. 

“Acc ess to life-saving drugs, such 
as anti-venom vials, has been a ma¬ 
jor issu ^ in Meghalaya. The number 
of snakebite cases is one of the rea¬ 
sons behind trying out drones for 
carrying medicines to remote 
areas,” Calvin H. Kharshiing, Plan¬ 
ning Advisor of North Eastern 
Counci (NEC), told The Hindu from 


Meghalaya capital Shillong on 
Wednesday. 

The NEC, a nodal agency for 
funding developmental projects in 
the region, had initiated a pilot pro¬ 
ject on drone delivery of medicines 
and blood a week ago. 

The project is being undertaken 
in collaboration with the North 
Eastern Indira Gandhi Regional In¬ 
stitute of Health and Medical 
Sciences and North Eastern Space 
Application Centre. 

The State is also hamstrung by 
the shortage of trained manpower. 




TENDER CALL NOTICE 


Office.of the D.G & I.G. of Police. Odisha. Cuttack 


1. Sealed lenders are invited from the Original Equipmanl Manufacturers (OEM) or their 
Authorized Agent ter purchase of 4DD Sals of P£ AFIS Software. Single Digit Live Scanner 
and Web Camera for Qdis-ha Police (SCRB) dunng the turreni financial year £019-50 as 
listed below. 


SI.No. 


Name of Item 


PS AFIS Software, Single Digit Live Scanner and 
Web Camera 


Approximate quantity 


400 


2. Name of items along with detail Technical Specifications, probable requirements against 
each item may be seen from the Web site of the Govt of Odisha i.e www.odisha.gov.m 
The quantity may vary during indent of the items depending upon budgetary allocation. 

3. Date of lesue of Tender documents from dtd. 13-09.2019 at 10-00 AM ig dtd. 09 10.2019 
up to 5 00 PM. 

4. Last date for receipt of sealed Tender on dtd. 10.10.2019 up to 5.00 PM 

5. Date for opening of sealed Tenders i Techmcat Bids on dtd. 11.10.2019 at 11.30 AM at the 
Office df Director, State Crime Records Bureau, Odisha. Rasulgarlh. Bhubaneswar 


132-D: 

mismtmvmv 


AXG, of Police (Provisioning), Odisha, Cuttack. 
(Tender Calling Authority) 


WEATHER WATCH 

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 





TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Thursday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isolated 
places over Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pra¬ 
desh, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, West Bengal, 
Odisha, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, 
Kerala and Lakshadweep 


CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 

... 66.5.. 

..32.0.. 

..24.0 

Kozhikode. 

....4.6.. 

..32.4.. 

..25.0 

Ahmedabad.... 


..34.2.. 

..26.3 

Kurnool. 

.. 24.8.. 

..33.1.. 

....1.2 

Aizawl. 

... 36.0.. 

..24.9.. 

..19.1 

Lucknow. 

.... O.8.. 

..29.5.. 

..25.2 

Allahabad. 


..29.9.. 

..25.8 

Madurai. 

.... 3.4.. 

..31.8.. 

..24.1 

Bengaluru . 

... 23.6.. 

..28.8.. 

..21.0 

Mangaluru. 

.. 16.3.. 

..32.3.. 

..23.5 

Bhopal. 

.2.2.. 

..29.8.. 

..23.8 

Mumbai. 

.. 30.2.. 

..31.3.. 

..24.0 

Bhubaneswar.. 

, 126.0.. 

..28.5.. 

..23.2 

Mysuru. 


..29.8.. 

..19.1 

Chandigarh .... 


..33.0.. 

..25.7 

New Delhi. 


..34.2.. 

..24.5 

Chennai. 

... 10.0.. 

..32.5.. 

..25.7 

Patna . 


..33.0.. 

..25.8 

Coimbatore.... 


..32.5.. 

..23.6 

Port Blair. 

....2.8.. 

..30.5.. 

..24.2 

Dehradun. 

... 30.7.. 

..32.2.. 

..22.8 

Puducherry. 

.... 0.8.. 

..33.2.. 

..22.0 

Gangtok. 

.7.4.. 

..19.5.. 

..15.7 

Pune. 

.. 87.3.. 

..32.2.. 

..20.8 

Goa. 

... 53.7.. 


..23.8 

Raipur. 

.. 21.0.. 

..31.4.. 

..24.6 

Guwahati. 

... 51.2.. 

..27.6.. 

..22.4 

Ranchi. 

.. 20.8.. 

..29.2.. 

..21.0 

Hubballi. 


..27.0.. 

..22.0 

Shillong. 

.. 10.0.. 

..22.6.. 

..15.4 

Hyderabad. 

... 75.0.. 

..30.8.. 

..22.0 

Shimla. 


..23.1.. 

..14.5 

Imphal. 

.5.3.. 

..24.9.. 

..19.5 

Srinagar. 




Jaipur. 

.0.8.. 

..31.8.. 

..23.4 

Thiruvananthapuram.. 

.. 14.3.. 

..28.9.. 

..24.2 

Kochi. 

... 57.8.. 

..29.0.. 

..23.1 

Tiruchi. 

.... 1.4.. 

..33.3.. 

..25.2 

Kohima. 

.9.2.. 

..22.0.. 

..15.8 

Vijayawada. 

.... 5.9.. 

..31.1.. 

..25.0 

Kolkata. 

... 80.5.. 

..30.9.. 

..24.3 

Visakhapatnam. 

..49.0.. 

..31.4.. 

..25.4 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing 

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 

Ahmedabad. 93 139 116 ..128 .103 

Bengaluru. 03 .38 .56 ....36 .- 

Chennai. 05 .13 .69 ....37 .- 

Delhi. 06 .42 .28 ....72 .275 

Hyderabad. 02 .16 .24 - ...52 

Kolkata. 03 .36 .65 ....16 ...28 

Lucknow. 04 .35 .59 ..105 .- 

Mumbai. 07 .23 .90 ....18 .- 

Pune. 86 .08 .67 


Yesterday 


In observation made at 
6.00 p.m., Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat recorded an overall 
air quality index (AQI) 
score of 138 indicating an 
unhealthy level of 
pollution. In contrast, 
Asanol, West Bengal 
recorded a healthy AQI 
score of 19 


.28 ...28 

Visakhapatnam 16 .45 .44 ....28 ...34 

Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PMIO: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 




JALANDHAR SMART CITY LIMITED, 

SCO-47, NEAR PUDA COMPLEX 
JALANDHAR,144001, PUNJAB 
TEL: 0181-4154686, +91 62843-91570 
E-mail:smartcityjalandhar@gmail.com/ 

NOTICE INVITING INTRESTED INVESTORS FORA 
CONSULTATIVE MEETING BEFORE FLOATING THE REQUEST 
FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) FOR “DEVELOPMENT OF BURLTON 
PARKS MULTISPORTS HUB ON PPP MODE FOR JALANDHAR 
SMART CITY LIMITED (JSCL) UNDER SMART CITY MISSION” 

Jalandhar Smart City Limited (JSCL) invites you to participate in 
Consultative meeting before floating the Request for Proposal 
(RFP) in Jalandhar on the above project. CEO, JSCL will like to 
share his vision for the above project and wishes to seek views 
on the project with the interested Bidders for the Project. All 
the interested Participants may please reach out to the below 
mentioned Contact. 

For further details, please contact: 

Himanshu Puri, Manager, JSCL- Mobile- +91- 9888143591, 

Email- Smartcityjalandhar@gmail.com 

Date and Address: - 

The Consultative meeting will be held on 4th October 2019 at 
14:00-16:00 Hrs at Jalandhar Smart City Office, SCO-47, Near 
PUDA Complex, Jalandhar, 144001, Punjab 

-Sd 

Chief Executive officer 
Jalandhar Smart City Limited 


D Government of India 

Ministry of Human Resource Development 

All India Council for Technical Education 

(Implementing Agency), 

Nelson Mandela Marg, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-110 070 
Ph. No. : 011-29581000, Website: www.aicte-india.org 


National Educational Alliance for Technology (NEAT): 

A Scheme for using technology for better learning outcomes 

Expression of Interest by Education Technology Companies 
offering Solutions for Higher Education 


Artificial Intelligence can be used to make learning more personalised 
and customised as per the requirements of the learner. A number of 
‘Education Technology (Ed-Tech) Companies’ have developed 
technologies in Adaptive Learning to address the diversity of learners 
and /or are offering certification in highly marketable skills. MHRD would 
like to partner with such Ed-Tech companies through All India Council 
for Technical Education (AICTE) as the implementation agency. 
Selected education technology solutions would be showcased on the 
NEAT platform, developed by AICTE, thereby enabling wide outreach 
among learners. 

Ed-Tech companies interested to partner with MHRD in this National 
effort can share their Expression of Interest (Eol) through the online 
portal at www.aicte-india.org till 20th October 2019. 

Detailed terms and conditions regarding the alliance for the 
EOI may be downloaded from the AICTE website at 
www.aicte-india.org . The portal would be open from 
27th September 2019. 

Advt.No. Innovation/09(02)/2019 Member Secretary, AICTE 


A ND-NDE 
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The real deal 

Even a limited trade agreement between 
India and the U.S. is some distance away 

A fter the backslapping bonhomie and high of 
Houston, it was time for a reality check in New 
York. Contrary to expectations that were con¬ 
sciously generated and managed by both sides, India 
and the United States failed to arrive at a limited trade 
deal that was to have been announced during this visit 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the U.S. The deal 
stumbled over duties imposed by India on ICT (infor¬ 
mation and communication technology) products - the 
U.S. wanted the 20% duty on mobile phones and ether- 
net switches to be reduced or eliminated. America is al¬ 
so understood to have demanded greater access to the 
Indian market for medical devices such as stents and 
knee implants apart from its dairy and agricultural pro¬ 
ducts. These are sensitive products politically for the 
Indian side as Mr. Modi has often taken credit for mak¬ 
ing them affordable. Loosening price controls now is 
not an option for India as that would push up prices of 
these products in the country. For its part, India want¬ 
ed the Generalised System of Preferences which gives 
preferential market access for its products in the U.S., 
restored. These are so far as a “limited trade deal” goes; 
a full scale trade agreement would pose bigger challeng¬ 
es on issues such as intellectual property, e-commerce 
and the ticklish subject of H1B visas. 

Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale has said that the two 
sides “narrowed” down their differences and made 
“significant progress” but it is clear that there is still a 
wide gulf even assuming that India is willing to go more 
than half the way to strike a deal. That a deal could not 
be struck despite Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal 
winging his way to New York to lead negotiations tells 
the story. For U.S. President Trump, even a limited deal 
with India will be something to talk about as he ap¬ 
proaches election year. This is especially because trade 
talks with China are going nowhere. China has not only 
taken Mr. Trump’s punitive tariffs on its chin but has re¬ 
taliated in kind, picking the products that could hurt his 
constituency and supporters. This explains the hectic, 
behind-the-scenes activity with India in the last few 
weeks. With its economy in the grip of a major slow¬ 
down, any concessions from India on imports of Amer¬ 
ican products may not have gone down well both polit¬ 
ically and in economic terms. Going by the limited 
information in the public domain, it appears that India 
has played tough and refused to yield to U.S. demands. 
Trade negotiations are never easy and for them to suc¬ 
ceed, both sides have to believe in a policy of give and 
take. It does not help if one side tries to bulldoze the 
other into submitting totally to its interests. At this 
point in time it does seem that even a limited trade deal 
between India and the U.S. is some distance away. 


Brexit Interrupted 

Boris Johnson has lost his way while seeking 
to navigate Britain out of the European Union 

T he U.K. Supreme Court’s landmark ruling that the 
prorogation of the British Parliament was unlaw¬ 
ful has rendered Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s 
continuance morally untenable. While the judges dwelt 
at length on the limits of executive power and the detri¬ 
mental effects of the suspension on the country’s de¬ 
mocratic process, they scrupulously steered clear of 
pronouncing any views on Britain’s withdrawal from 
the EU. Yet, eurosceptics have attacked the verdict as 
one that was influenced by a pro-remain establishment 
elite. For his part, Mr. Johnson remains defiant that he 
may seek another prorogation to commence a fresh ses¬ 
sion with the Queen’s address. There is no indication 
that he would step down. Notwithstanding its response, 
the government’s options over leaving the EU have con¬ 
siderably reduced. Above all, Mr. Johnson is duty- 
bound to respect the law enacted by Parliament earlier 
this month to prevent him from taking the U.K. out of 
the EU without an agreement on October 31. Failing 
which, he is obliged to seek a three-month extension 
under Article 50 of the EU treaty. 

With the 21 Conservative rebel MPs sacked for defy¬ 
ing the whip on that crucial legislation, Mr. Johnson al¬ 
so lost his majority in the Commons during that tumul¬ 
tuous week before the prorogation. His attempt to 
circumvent the will of Parliament by calling a general 
election was similarly rebuffed. Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn has in the past demanded the government’s re¬ 
signation over its failure to negotiate an EU agreement 
that could command cross-party approval. But in the 
changed circumstances of recent weeks, he has rightly 
prioritised securing a further extension from the EU 
pending a definitive agreement, over moving a vote of 
no-confidence against Mr. Johnson’s minority govern¬ 
ment. That position does not seem to warrant modifica¬ 
tion even in the aftermath of the Supreme Court ver¬ 
dict, unless the Labour leader’s alternative of a national 
unity government - only to see through the EU exten¬ 
sion and subsequent elections - draws wider support. 
Mr. Corbyn’s party is also correct about its decision to 
defer calls for a second referendum until it has cap¬ 
tured power. Retaining the latter as the very last option 
would commend itself as a democratic alternative both 
to EU remainers and leavers. The Labour party’s cur¬ 
rent stance is consistent with the country’s utmost ur¬ 
gency to avert a costly and chaotic exit, as also to install 
a stable government at Westminster. The introduction 
of customs checks in Northern Ireland, as an alternative 
to a U.K.-wide customs union, is a possible item in the 
fresh proposals Mr. Johnson’s team is expected to un¬ 
veil in Brussels in early October. If they elicit backing 
from the rest of the bloc, the next challenge would be to 
gain domestic approval. A third Brexit extension would 
be insurance against uncertainty on those two counts. 


An award and an unholy trade-off 

Being the ‘Global Goalkeeper’ stands in contrast with the government’s script of providing social goods but not freedoms 



T he Gates Foundation has 
awarded Prime Minister Na¬ 
rendra Modi its annual ‘Glo¬ 
bal Goalkeeper’ Award for initiat¬ 
ing policies to advance the cause 
of public health and the building 
of several million toilets. The 
Swachh Bharat Mission and poli¬ 
cies and programmes to build toi¬ 
lets can hardly be faulted, even if 
the outcomes are disputed. The 
award has, however, set off a polit¬ 
ically charged debate within and 
outside India. A substantial num¬ 
ber of global human rights acti¬ 
vists, and three Nobel Prize win¬ 
ners, have criticised the Gates 
Foundation for naming Mr. Modi 
as a beneficiary of this prestigious 
award. Under his leadership, they 
write, India has descended into 
dangerous and deadly chaos that 
has consistently undermined hu¬ 
man rights and democracy. “This 
is particularly troubling to us as 
the stated mission of your founda¬ 
tion is to preserve life and fight in¬ 
equity,” wrote Nobel laureates 
Mairead Maguire, a peace activist 
from Northern Ireland, Tawakkol 
Abdel-Salam Karman, a Yemeni 
journalist and politician, and Shi- 
rin Ebadi, an Iranian lawyer and 
political activist. 

Freedoms at stake 

This is not the first time that the 
trade-off between the right to life, 
liberty and freedom of expression 
on the one hand, and state provi¬ 
sion of social goods on the other, 
has troubled theorists and defen¬ 
ders of human rights. Benevolent 


dictators have accomplished pre¬ 
cisely this feat. They grant to their 
people the basic preconditions of 
life, but take away the right to free¬ 
dom. Mr. Modi’s government has 
followed the script faithfully. The 
government concentrates on the 5 
delivery of social goods. The poli- | 
cy reaped rich electoral dividends ° 
in May 2019. § 

At the same time, human rights % 
activists have been jailed without a | 
shred of substantive evidence, ci- £ 
vil society organisations are de- u 
nied funds and harassed, mob vio¬ 
lence is routinely dished out to 
members of the minority com¬ 
munity, 19 lakh people have been 
declared non-residents in Assam, 
media houses have to fall in line if 
they want to survive, prominent 
Opposition politicians are put into 
prison and humiliated without re¬ 
gard for due process, and an army 
of vicious trolls ensures that no 
one dares engage with the govern¬ 
ment. Above all, we see massive 
violations of rights in Jammu and 
Kashmir, from the arbitrary dilu¬ 
tion of the provisions of Article 
370, to the infringement of every 
fundamental right granted by the 
Constitution. A new question 
hangs heavily over the horizon. 
Are citizens of India, heirs of a ma¬ 
jor freedom struggle that took on 
the gigantic British Empire in the 
cause of freedom, satisfied with, in 
Marx’s words, ‘a mess of pottage’ 
instead of the right to life, liberty 
and freedom of expression? 

An unsettling swap 

An affirmative answer might well 
be a tragedy in the making. We 
witness the forging of an unholy 
swap between toilets, gas connec¬ 
tions, drinking water, and free¬ 
dom. The beleaguered people of 
J&K are offered development as 
balm for their wounds. But deve¬ 
lopment is the original chimera. 



What constitutes development, 
development for whom, at what 
cost, who loses and who wins? 
Freedom is natural to human kind, 
it is part of the human condition, it 
lies at the heart of democratic the¬ 
ory, it is the reason why democra¬ 
cy exists, and it justifies the exis¬ 
tence of democracy. 

In his inaugural speech as the 
President of South Africa on May 
10,1994, the great statesman Nel¬ 
son Mandela summarised the role 
of freedom in history: “Let free¬ 
dom reign. The sun shall never set 
on so glorious a human achieve¬ 
ment.” Mandela knew history, he 
knew that inglorious unfreedom 
motivated people to fight glorious 
battles for freedom. Positioning 
themselves against regimes bent 
on appropriating power to control 
what people thought, what their 
actions were, what they read, 
heard, wrote of, spoke of, drama¬ 
tised and what transactions they 
participated in, democratic move¬ 
ments throughout history have 
held up the flag of freedom as the 
‘absence of external impedi¬ 
ments’. “Yes Freedom!” Lord By¬ 
ron was to write in his Childe Ha¬ 
rold, “yet thy banner, torn, but 
flying. Streams like the thunder¬ 
storm against the wind.” 

The emergence of liberty as a 
dominant and coherent concept in 
political discourse during the 


French Revolution in 1789, signi¬ 
fied a ruptural moment in the 
biography of the political. The re¬ 
cognition of the significance of 
freedom represented the acme of 
what John Stuart Mill called the 
struggle between liberty and auth¬ 
ority. The idea of freedom is in di¬ 
rect contrast to paternalistic state¬ 
craft, or the belief that those who 
would be controllers of our desti¬ 
ny know better than us what we 
need, aspire, and strive towards. 
These people might be colonial¬ 
ists, or our own rulers. It does not 
matter, fight we must against un¬ 
freedom, as people have fought 
since the 18th century. 

Challenging unfreedom 

We have come a long way since 
then. From the last decades of the 
19th century, right into the first 
two decades of the 21st, victims of 
unfreedom began to speak back to 
makers of oppression and exploi¬ 
tation. Political movements of the 
working classes, of the peasantry, 
of women denied political rights, 
of the colonised, and of religious, 
linguistic, and racial minorities di¬ 
rectly challenged unfreedom as a 
violation of what is due to human 
beings. As this upsurge imprinted 
collective consciousness, it im¬ 
pacted both political practices and 
normative political theory. 

Today, political theorists realise 
that bare concern about freedom 
is simply not enough. A hungry in¬ 
dividual cannot be a free indivi¬ 
dual. Poverty and hunger which 
trap human beings in a never-end¬ 
ing spiral of want and deprivation 
diminish freedom. These maladies 
of the human condition strip her 
of the option to do, or not to do. A 
person may be theoretically free to 
do whatever she thinks makes her 
life worthwhile. And yet she may 
not be able to do so for other rea¬ 
sons - because she has never been 


to school. In order to, say, write a 
novel an individual must have a 
certain amount of literary compe¬ 
tence, she must have access to 
education, to books in the library 
or in the bookshops, she must be 
able to attend literary discussion 
groups if she wants to, to simply be 
a part of a community that appre¬ 
ciates reading and writing. If a 
budding literary giant cannot af¬ 
ford to do so, because she belongs 
to a poor family, she cannot be 
free. Therefore, there is need for 
social goods as prerequisites of a 
life lived the way we want to live. 

Democratic obligation 

The democratic state is obliged to 
provide citizens with the basic pre¬ 
conditions for the exercise of free¬ 
dom: health, education, sustaina¬ 
ble living wage, satisfying work 
conditions, food and a decent 
standard of life. These social goods 
are, however but, milestones on 
the road to freedom. A democratic 
government can hardly give peo¬ 
ple subsidised food, and take away 
their right to express what they de¬ 
sire and dream of, what they ex¬ 
pect of their representatives, or 
what is owed to them as free citi¬ 
zens of a free country. The right to 
freedom tells each ruler: this is 
how human beings have to be 
treated, this is their due; below 
this you cannot fall. This right can¬ 
not be dispensed with. 

The stand-off between toilets 
and the right to freedom is based 
on false premises. Without the 
provision of social goods, the right 
of human beings to make their 
own lives is neutralised. But a life 
of unfreedom is no life at all. Social 
goods are enabling, freedom is 
life-giving. Without freedom we 
are stripped of our humanity. 


Neera Chandhoke is a former Professor of 
Political Science at Delhi University 


Different peas in different pods 

Unlike IT, it would be a mistake to look at the biotechnology sector through the lens of employment generation only 



BINAY PANDA 


I ndia is among the first coun¬ 
tries to set up a specialised 
agency for the development of 
research and human resources in 
the biotechnology sector. More 
than three decades later, it is im¬ 
perative to ask: has the biotechnol¬ 
ogy sector lived up to its promise? 
Or was it all faux optimism? More 
importantly, is the sector poised to 
stand shoulder-to-shoulder with, if 
not beat, the IT sector in creating 
jobs for the future? One needs to 
go beyond the traditional indica¬ 
tors such as the numbers of insti¬ 
tutions formed, students and 
scientists trained, and the number 
of patents filed to judge the sec¬ 
tor’s performance, and its impact 
on the economy and society as a 
whole. 

Modern biotechnological re¬ 
search is expensive. It requires a 
highly trained and skilled work¬ 
force and access to expensive in¬ 
struments. So far, most of the 
high-quality research output has 
come from a handful of institu¬ 
tions with better scientific infras¬ 
tructure. The rest, which forms 
the bulk of the research publica¬ 
tions, is of mediocre quality. This 
is primarily due to a “publish or 
perish” culture that incentivises 
numbers over quality. Over the 
years, the focus of research has 
slowly shifted from fundamental 
to applied research. Why has India 
not produced another Jagadish 
Chandra Bose or G.N. Ramachan- 
dran despite the biotechnology re¬ 
search budget growing several 
folds? The fruits of applied re¬ 
search will only come when we 


start investing in basic research 
without asking for quick returns. 
While continuing and increasing 
the share of funding in basic re¬ 
search, the government should en¬ 
courage and incentivise the priv¬ 
ate sector to invest substantially in 5 
applied research. Compared to the | 
developed economies (the United ° 
States), biotechnology research in § 
India is mainly funded by the pu- « 
blic exchequer. Unless the private | 
sector starts supporting applied £ 
research and engages with aca- u 
demic institutions, the innovation 
in applied and translational bio¬ 
technology will be minimal. 

Field-specific issues 

Let us look at the creation of hu¬ 
man resources and jobs in the bio¬ 
technology sector. In India, unlike 
the IT sector, a large pool of the 
English-speaking workforce, low 
wages of scientists (compared to 
the developed economies) and a 
sizeable institutional research 
base have not helped create more 
jobs in biotechnology. There may 
be several possible reasons. Bio¬ 
technology research often re¬ 
quires access to laboratories with 
high-end scientific infrastructure, 
the supply of expensive chemicals 
and reagents with minimum ship¬ 
ping time between the supplier 
and the user, and a disciplined 
work culture and documentation 
practice due to regulatory and in¬ 
tellectual property filing require¬ 
ment. Additionally, unlike the pro¬ 
ducts and solutions from the IT 
industry, biotechnology products 
and solutions often require ethical 
and regulatory clearance, making 
the process long, expensive and 
cumbersome. 

As the nature of the work in the 
biotechnology sector is special¬ 
ised, most jobs are filled with ex¬ 
perienced and skilled scientists 
leaving the demand for young and 
inexperienced ones low. In a glo¬ 



bal marketplace, having a large 
number of young professionals 
hungry to work at meagre wage 
coupled with the need of large cor¬ 
porations in the West to get work 
done cheaper created some of the 
large IT companies in India. 

Advantage China 

However, for the biotechnology in¬ 
dustry, the same honour went to 
China. Unlike India, China has ma¬ 
ny more labs with the best of 
scientific infrastructure; each with 
more number of skilled human re¬ 
sources trained in regimental 
work culture and trained to prac¬ 
tise rigorous documentation. Chi¬ 
nese students and scientists out¬ 
number Indians nearly 5:1 in most 
American universities in the life 
sciences/biology-related disci¬ 
plines. 

A booming economy and a 
higher science budget coupled 
with a flexible hiring system have 
made Chinese universities and re¬ 
search labs attract many overseas 
Chinese scientists. Our govern¬ 
ment needs to make the process of 
hiring in our universities and na¬ 
tional labs simpler and flexible, 
not necessarily provide more sal¬ 
ary, to attract the bright overseas 
Indian scientists. 

Last, let us look at innovation, 
entrepreneurship, and technology 
creation. Unlike the IT sector, the 
biotechnology sector requires 


years of experience in the domain, 
access to labs with sophisticated 
instruments, sustained and long¬ 
term funding to innovate. The go¬ 
vernment has been supporting 
biotech entrepreneurs. Initiatives 
through the Biotechnology Indus¬ 
try Research Assistance Council 
(BIRAC) of the Department of Bio¬ 
technology to support the innova¬ 
tion ecosystems have resulted in 
an impressive outcome. For exam¬ 
ple, the funding has helped star¬ 
tup companies make nearly 50 
biotechnology-related products 
that are in the market today. Mov¬ 
ing beyond this, however, will re¬ 
quire a different strategy and un¬ 
derstanding of the mature 
biotech-led innovation and econo¬ 
my ecosystems. Two successful 
hotbeds for biotech innovation, 
Boston and Silicon Valley in the 
U.S., may provide us some clues. 

A road map 

Along with the availability of fund¬ 
ing, infrastructure and skilled 
workforce, the presence of top- 
notch research institutions and 
universities in the vicinity make 
these two places among the most 
attractive locations for biotech 
startup companies anywhere. Un¬ 
like the IT and e-commerce space, 
ideas for biotechnology compa¬ 
nies are initiated in scientific re¬ 
search labs while their parent aca¬ 
demic institutions work as feeders 
of intellectual property. Often 
technology is incubated, refined 
and tested for years in academic 
labs before it gets spun out. There¬ 
fore, and unlike the IT sector, a 
sustained innovation and product 
development model in the bio¬ 
technology field without enriching 
the academic institutions is not 
possible. 

The government is very encou¬ 
raging and promoting entrepre¬ 
neurship, but the culture of insti¬ 
tutions and scientists to be 


entrepreneurial will take time. 
This will require a flexible policy 
in the institutes to allow scientists 
incubate startup companies in 
their labs while retaining their po¬ 
sitions. Second, the government 
should let scientists from research 
institutions and universities take 
unpaid leave to join the industry 
for a fixed period. Similarly, the 
government should relax rules to 
appoint researchers from industry 
in faculty positions with the free¬ 
dom to teach, participate, and 
take students. This academia-in¬ 
dustry linkage will do the much-re¬ 
quired communication and under¬ 
standing of the problems at both 
ends. Without a sustained effort in 
encouraging and promoting 
science-driven innovation in our 
academic institutions, and a ro¬ 
bust academia-industry collabora¬ 
tion, biotechnology-led innovation 
will not aid the nation’s economic 
growth. 

The future of biotechnology is 
bright in India. However, the sec¬ 
tor is not going to displace the IT 
sector anytime soon in employ¬ 
ment generation. Discoveries in 
biotechnology may help us solve 
some of the pressing societal is¬ 
sues of our time: cleaning our riv¬ 
ers, producing life-saving drugs, 
feeding our growing population 
with nutritious food and helping 
us clean the air we breathe. There¬ 
fore, it will be a mistake to look at 
the biotechnology sector through 
the lens of employment genera¬ 
tion only. The need for the use of 
artificial intelligence-based tools 
and applications of big data in biol¬ 
ogy will leverage India’s strength 
in IT and move biotech innova¬ 
tions faster to the marketplace. Till 
then, India needs to do things pa¬ 
tiently and work on the right side 
of the ethical and regulatory 
boundaries. 


Binay Panda is at GanitLabs, Bengaluru 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials. 


Defining moment 

The words of 16-year-old 
climate activist, Greta 
Thunberg, at the UN 
climate summit in New 
York, that her dreams and 
childhood had been stolen 
by the empty words of 
leaders has highlighted in a 
stunning and candid 
manner the agony of the 
next generation as far as the 
climate crisis is concerned. 
If activist and Nobel winner 
Malala Yousafzai has risen 
to become the face of 
children’s education, Greta 
is sure to be the champion 
soon for climate change 



action and a clean 
environment.Wise counsel 
must prevail now and 
global leaders should walk 
their talk first (‘World’ 
page, “Trump slammed for 
mocking Greta’s speech”, 
September 25). 

Dr. D.V.G.Sankararao, 

Nellimarla, Andhra Pradesh 

Trump remark 

The bonhomie between the 
leaders of the largest and 
oldest democracies is 
welcome. However for the 
U.S. President, Donald 
Trump to call the Indian 
Prime Minister as the 



‘Father of India’ is in bad 
taste and akin to 
undermining the true 
father of the nation. India 
has only one “father of the 
nation” and no politician is 
deserving to be termed this. 
This is because the core 
policies of Gandhiji - an 
observance of simplicity, 
truth and nonviolence - 
have long been forgotten by 
today’s politicians. 

KSHIRASAGARA BALAJI RAO, 
Hyderabad 

‘Intrusion’ in judiciary 

One doesn’t know how far 
the Chief Justice of India 



was right in reprimanding 
lawyers for questioning the 
recent transfer of judges; to 
say that they are intrusions 
does not augur well for the 
institution. Questioning 
cannot be called judicial 
interference. Justice V.R. 
Krishna Iyer once said that 
we should have enough and 
more criticism of the 
judiciary as that alone 
would speak about the 
awareness of the people. To 
silence criticism is not 
democracy or a part of the 
rule of law. If lawyers who 
are an integral part of the 
judicial system do not 



question it, then who else 
will do it? Not to do so 
would be dereliction on 
their part. In recent times, 
there have been cases of 
two judges resigning to 
protest unjust transfers; in 
one instance it was a case of 
executive interference 
which is the real intrusion. 

It should not be forgotten 
that some Supreme Court 
Judges themselves 
questioned decisions by the 
Supreme Court Collegium. 
There has to be a 
nationwide debate as 
preservation of the 
Constitution and the rule of 



law is the need of the hour. 

N.G.R. Prasad, 

D. Nagasaila, 

K.K. Ram Siddhartha, 

Chennai 

Balakot camp 

Is it a case of indiscretion 
on the part of the Indian 
Army chief, Gen. Rawat? 
With credible information 
of this kind, the best thing 
would have been is to be 
quiet. The group may have 
shifted by now. 

Devraj Sambasivan, 

Alleppey, Kerala 

MORE LETTERS ONLINE: 

www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/ 
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The meaning of oneness in ‘one nation’ 

It is the oneness independent of the language we speak or the religion we practise 



SUNDATSARUKKAI 


Philoso phy as a discipline or practice 
is not popular these days. However, 
today ve are faced with many chal¬ 
lenges i n the political arena that need 
philosc phical reflection. Uninten¬ 
tionally, the government’s actions 
and utterances create the possibility 
of a new climate for public philoso¬ 
phy, which in turn is important for a 
functio aing democratic society. 

The claim by the Home Minister 
about ‘one language, one nation’ is 
an instance of this. While much has 
been Sc id about the idea of a nation, 
here I v ^ant to point out how even the 
word ‘one’ in this phrase has many 
complex meanings embedded in it. 



The nc >tion of one 

At the surface it seems as if this idea 
is abort imposing a particular lan¬ 
guage. But the idea of ‘one’ that is in¬ 
voked here is not only philosophical¬ 
ly rich 1 )ut also culturally common. It 
is impcssible not to come across the 
notion of ‘one’, whether in philoso¬ 
phy, ari, science or everyday cultural 
practic ?s. And now, increasingly in 
politics. The search for one underly¬ 
ing trui h, one underlying principle, 
one unified theory or one language 
has bee n privileged through the ages 
in all cultures. 

But ^ Hiat is this idea of ‘one’? Alth¬ 
ough even children know about this 
number, there is nothing simple 
about it. There are many complex 
ideas hidden within this number. 
The most foundational principle of 
mathematics lies in the simple fact 
that 1 should always be equal to 1. 
Whate\ er you do to numbers or even 
equations, at the end the rule that 
cannot be violated is that 1 = 1. 

The mathematical one has two 
other ir iportant properties. All integ¬ 
ers can be produced by adding one. 
So if we begin with 1, we can then 
create 1+1 = 2, then create 2+1 = 3, and 
so on until infinity. Infinity itself is 
imaginable by us only because it is 
impossible to imagine the largest fi¬ 
nite nu nber. This is so because given 
any number which is the largest, we 
can alv ays add 1 to it. 


There is another way by which in¬ 
finity is created from 1 and this is by 
dividing 1. Starting with 1, we can 
create fractions out of it such as one- 
half, one-third, and so on. There are 
infinite divisions that we can make. 
We can thus say that one contains the 
infinity already within it and that it is 
defined as much by its divisibility as 
by its countability. 

The one and the many 

In philosophy, these questions are 
part of a fundamental problem 
called the problem of the ‘one and 
the many’. It is the puzzle of how is it 
that many different things can be 
‘seen’ as one and at the same time 
how the ‘one’ can be seen as being 
made up of ‘many’. For example, 
what is in our cognition and language 
- in the way we experience and un¬ 
derstand the world - that makes us 
perceive the many things in a room 
as being part of ‘one’ room? 

This is not merely a question 
about how we perceive the world. 
The moment we use terms like unity, 
unified, together, collection, group, 
set, identity etc., we are actually talk¬ 
ing about the idea of ‘one’. We do 
this in our conceptual thinking too. 
Concepts, one could argue, are really 
nothing more than creating oneness 
out of many. For example, the mo¬ 
ment we use the concept ‘chair’, we 
are putting all the different, indivi¬ 


dual chairs into ‘one’ family called 
‘chair’. 

Many great thinkers have repeat¬ 
edly invoked the idea of one. Naraya- 
na Guru imagined a casteless society 
or, equivalently, a society of only one 
‘caste’, what he called the manusha 
jati. There have been countless 
thinkers who have called for ‘one hu¬ 
manity’ as the ideal that we should 
follow. In the Advaitic philosophy of 
Shankara, the true reality is a one¬ 
ness, and difference is only an illu¬ 
sion. Religious traditions focus on 
liberation, which is nothing but 
achieving oneness with god, as the 
central goal of human life. 

Quality and quantity 

So when the government invokes the 
idea of ‘one nation, one language’, 
what could be the meaning of ‘one’? 
It is surely not the meaning associat¬ 
ed with the mathematical number. 
First of all, if it is the number one, 
then ‘one nation’ does not make 
sense since the nation (as it is singu¬ 
lar) is always only one. If we say ‘one 
apple’, the meaning of one here is 
that it counts the number of apples 
leading to terms such as ‘one apple’, 
‘two apples’, and so on. When the 
government says ‘one nation’, it is 
not using one in this countable 
sense. That is, the meaning of the 
word one in ‘one nation’ is not a mea¬ 
sure of quantity. 


So what else could it be then? The 
only possible meaning is if ‘one’ is 
understood not as a quantity but on¬ 
ly as a quality. It is the quality of one¬ 
ness that is the meaning of one in 
‘one nation’. And herein lies the pro¬ 
blem: quantity does not matter to 
the qualitative meaning of one. So 
even if 100% of the people in the 
country speak Hindi, it would still 
not be enough to create the quality of 
being one nation. (In fact, having a 
common language to define oneness 
is not a good idea since it is the com¬ 
mon language which makes conflict 
easier!) At the same time, even if 
none of the people in a nation share 
the same language, it is still possible 
to have the quality of oneness. 

Quality cannot be reduced to or 
totally converted to quantity. Social 
science methodology is based on this 
distinction between quantity and 
quality. So the problem in the go¬ 
vernment’s view is really this: when 
they use the term ‘one nation’ they 
are thinking of one in terms of quan¬ 
tity (such as majority). But the mean¬ 
ing of one in ‘one nation’ cannot be 
based on quantity and has to be only 
a quality. When any of us relates the 
oneness of nation to sheer numbers 
of majority, such as majority in lan¬ 
guage or in religion, then we are not 
really talking about the quality of 
oneness. Majority does not create 
oneness, it only creates bigger num¬ 
bers. The importance of the quality 
of oneness lies in its strength to re¬ 
main a simple ‘one’ and not get inflat¬ 
ed by bigger and emptier numbers. 
Oneness should not be confused 
with sameness. 

The oneness in ‘one nation’ is the 
kind of oneness talked about by Na- 
rayana Guru, Shankara, the saints in 
the Bhakti movement and the Sufi 
poets. It is the oneness between the 
humans and the world, and oneness 
between each one of us independent 
of the language we speak or the reli¬ 
gion we practise. Those who talk 
about ‘one nation’ must realise that 
the true meaning of oneness lies in 
its quality of unity and togetherness. 
It does not arise through measurable 
and majoritarian views but only as a 
quality that comes through recognis¬ 
ing the common humanity in all of 
us, independent of our gender, caste, 
class and religion. 


Sundar Sarukkai is a philosopher based in 
Bengaluru 


Live and let live-in 

The order of the Rajasthan State Human Rights 
Commission on live-in relationships is problematic 



SHRADDHA CHAUDHARY 


While referring to women in live-in relation¬ 
ships, a Bench of the State Human Rights 
Commission of Rajasthan said on September 
5 that the “concubine” life of a woman can¬ 
not be termed a dignified life. In the absence 
of any specific reference in the order to the 
complaints that triggered these provocative 
comments, it is difficult to say what the ho¬ 
nourable justices sought to achieve by mak¬ 
ing them. The kindest interpretation would 
be that they were overcome by benevolent 
patriarchy, the kind which prompts universi¬ 
ties to have more conservative curfews for fe¬ 
male students. However, this seemingly in¬ 
nocuous need to ‘protect’ women is a 
symptom of a more pernicious disease: the 
need to ensure that women don’t challenge 
the patriarchal structures and institutions 
meant to keep them in their place. 

The rights of parties who cohabit 

In demanding a law that would provide ave¬ 
nues to formally recognise live-in relation¬ 
ships, the Bench touched upon an important 
legal issue. The Protection of Women from 
Domestic Violence Act, 2005, extends reme¬ 
dies in the legislation to ‘relationships in the 
nature of marriage’, and courts have repeat¬ 
edly held that long, continuous cohabitation 
raises a presumption in favour of marriage. 
Notwithstanding this, there is a legal vacu¬ 
um as regards the rights of parties who coha¬ 
bit. The Supreme Court has passed several 
landmark judgments on intimate relation¬ 
ships. In Shafin Jahan v. Asolcan (2018), it 
held that the right to choose one’s life partn¬ 
er is an important facet of the right to life, 
and social approval of intimate personal de¬ 
cisions should not be the basis for recognis¬ 
ing them. In Navtej Johar v. Union of India 
(2018), it read down Section 377 of the IPC 
which criminalised consensual homosexual 
relationships. In light of this, it is important 
to note that being in a live-in relationship is a 
valid choice which deserves the recognition 
and protection of law. That said, there may 
also be those who cohabit informally be¬ 
cause they cannot formalise their relation¬ 
ships, such as inter-caste/religion opposite- 
sex couples who are barred from marrying 
by social norms, or same-sex couples, who 
are barred from marrying by law. Informal 
cohabitation, like marriage, creates vulnera¬ 
bilities due to divisions of labour that leave 


one party, usually the woman and her child, 
in greater need of financial support when the 
relationship ends. The law provides ways to 
address these vulnerabilities in marriages 
through the provision of rights to mainte¬ 
nance or inheritance, but the needs of infor¬ 
mal cohabitants are left up to the discretion 
of judges, without any legal framework to 
guide them. However, it is not for these rea¬ 
sons that the SHRC has demanded the law. 
The real apprehension of the Bench is the al¬ 
leged proliferation of live-in relationships, a 
social institution through which sexual free¬ 
dom can be exercised outside marriage. 

Problematic proclamations 

The SHRC’s order is problematic on many le¬ 
vels. One, Article 19 of the Constitution, 
which protects the right to freedom of 
speech and expression, includes the free¬ 
dom to express one’s identity, sexual prefe¬ 
rences, and love. The right to life and perso¬ 
nal liberty under Article 21 includes the right 
to privacy. The right to choose how to organ¬ 
ise one’s personal intimacies is an important 
facet of the right to privacy and, therefore, 
outside the purview of the state. Demanding 
that the government seek to prohibit live-in 
relationships is therefore brazen contempt 
of the decisions of the apex court. 

Two, the language of the SHRC promotes 
sexist and heteronormative stereotypes, and 
ignores social reality. At one level, in stating 
that women in live-in relationships are ‘kept’ 
as concubines, it ignores the possibility that 
such relationships could be a viable alterna¬ 
tive in cases where marriage is legally or so¬ 
cially prohibited. It also assumes that mar¬ 
riage is, or ought to be, the only relationship 
through which women sexually associate 
with men. At another level, by equating wo¬ 
men who cohabit with concubines, it en¬ 
trenches the patriarchal Madonna-whore di¬ 
chotomy: women can either be good women 
who abide by the societal boundaries set for 
them or bad women who dare transgress 
these boundaries. The fact that this language 
was used by a body tasked with protecting 
and upholding human rights makes the pro¬ 
clamations doubly egregious. 

Finally, the language in the order will like¬ 
ly create a chilling effect, preventing vulner¬ 
able citizens, in need of legal protection, 
from seeking redress. 

The SHRC also demanded that govern¬ 
ments run awareness campaigns against live- 
in relationships. It is worth considering 
whether that time and money might be bet¬ 
ter spent in campaigns to sensitise the func¬ 
tionaries of the justice system instead. 


Shraddha Chaudhary is Senior Research Associate, 
Jindal Global Law School, Sonepat 


Glitches after the glitz 

After the Modi-Trump bonhomie in Houston, 
cracks are appearing in the India-U.S. relationship 


NARA YAN LAKSHMAN 

The personal chemistry between 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
U.S. President Donald Trump is part¬ 
ly based on the convergence of polit¬ 
ical world views regarding immigra¬ 
tion, “~adical Islamic terror”, and 
trade. It is also partly based on 
shared values of the global right, 
which (ncompasses the rejection of a 
liberal-Drogressive ethos which in¬ 
cludes :he notion that a free press is 
an essential element of a democracy. 

Agai: ist that backdrop, there could 
have been little doubt that the ‘How¬ 
dy, Moii’ event in Houston, Texas, 
would be a resounding public rela¬ 
tions v: ctory for Mr. Modi. Not only 
did he get the commander-in-chief of 
the wo Id’s most powerful nation to 
play second fiddle in his formulaic 
diaspora-connect event, but Mr. Mo¬ 
di also managed their back-channel 
parleys so adroitly that potential 
sources of structural friction, includ¬ 
ing deep-festering concerns over ta¬ 
riffs, possibly divergent views on the 
ground situation in Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir, and entrenched positions on 
how to deal with Pakistan received 
nary a mention in official remarks. 

But then public relations exercises 
are sin ply that - window dressing. 
The sp( insors of such events hope the 
euphoi ia will stick for long enough 
that some people who aren’t already 
drinkirg the Hindutva Kool-Aid buy 
into the: paradigm and join the multi¬ 
tudes across the world keeping the 
saffron superstructure afloat. 

Trade differences 

However, the cracks are already 
showing. The much-vaunted big- 
bang announcement on trade that 
was hir ted at prior to ‘Howdy, Modi’ 
did not materialise. Talks may still be 
in progress over the more trouble¬ 
some parts of a potential U.S.-India 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA), includ¬ 
ing tariffs on medical devices, elec¬ 
tronic, telecommunications and dai¬ 
ry proc ucts; the expiration of India’s 
preferential trade status under the 
Generalized System of Preferences; 
and pe 'haps Mr. Trump’s bugbear - 
the exp ort of Harley Davidson motor¬ 
cycles :o India. Yet the more trou¬ 
bling as pect of this bilateral conversa¬ 
tion is the direction that it is taking - 



implicitly pushing “mini trade deals” 
over the broader commitments made 
to the WTO. This is nothing new for 
Mr. Trump, who is also pushing a si¬ 
milar bilateral-based trade agree¬ 
ment with Japan. But has there been 
a broader discussion in India about 
the costs and benefits of undermin¬ 
ing the multilateral system in favour 
of a limited trade agreement, even 
with a strategically important ally? 
The fact is that a U.S.-India FTA might 
well run contrary to the WTO re¬ 
quirement that its members only ac¬ 
cede to trade deals that cover “sub¬ 
stantially all trade” - thereby 
avoiding a situation where countries 
partner up and unfairly discriminate 
against a third country or trading 
bloc. In the past New Delhi has cer¬ 
tainly leaned heavily on the dispute 
resolution mechanisms afforded to it 
under the WTO’s arbitration facilities 
(ironically including against Wash¬ 
ington on multiple occasions), so 
how could we not ask, a priori, if we 
are ready to throw that away before 
rushing into the Trumpian embrace? 

Other cracks 

Visible post-‘Howdy, Modi’ cracks are 
appearing in spheres other than 
trade as well. Mr. Trump characteris¬ 
ing of Mr. Modi’s remarks on Kashmir 
or Pakistan as “a very aggressive 
statement” belies the ostensible 
warmth that was on display at the 
NRG stadium between the two lead¬ 
ers. Similarly, Mr. Modi’s government 
and governance in Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir has spooked numerous U.S. De¬ 
mocrats, including Senator Bernie 
Sanders, Representative Ilhan Omar 
and at least five members of the U.S. 
Congress who have explicitly voiced 
concern over the prevailing condi¬ 
tions in that region. And even though 
most of the mainstream media did 
not cover them, ordinary Americans 
and activists took to the streets in 
Houston to protest human rights 
abuses in India under the current dis¬ 
pensation and #AdiosModi did the 
rounds on social media. 

While Mr. Modi may bask for a 
while in the event’s afterglow, it will 
not be long before he is back to tuss¬ 
ling with the economic and social 
challenges that await him at home. 


narayan@thehindu.co.in 
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The share of Indian-origin voters in the U.S. has been steadily increasing over the years. A majority of them 
lilUIcUl have always supported the Democratic Party in U.S. presidential elections. Last Sunday PM Narendra Modi 

appealed to 50,000 Indian-Americans who attended the 'Howdy, Modi’ rally to vote for Trump in 2020. If 
fj UU Modi's appeal is successful, Trump's fortunes could change in some counties. By Vignesh Radhakrishnan 


Growing clout 

The U.S. mid-term election in 2018 was 
racially and ethnically the most diverse ever. 
Asians are steadily growing as a substantive 
voter base in the U.S. 

Asians formed 3.5% of U.S} 

_ voters in the 2018 
mid-term polls 


Democratic bent | Of the Indian-origin registered voters in the U.S., 84% 
wanted more stringent gun laws, according to a survey* in 2018 and 76% wanted 
undocumented immigrants to become U.S. citizens. Due to such opinions, 54% 
of them did not favour the Republicans in 2018. This disconnect with the current 
dispensation showed in their voting behaviour in the 2016 presidential polls 
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A significant force 

As of 2016, of the 41 lakh-odd Indian-origin 
people in the U.S., close to 18 lakh (44%) 
were of voting age 
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Indian-origin people form 
the third biggest block of 
voters among Asians —• 

Vietnamese — 

Korean 


Chinese — 
Filipinos 
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Hillary Clinton won in 11 of the 14 counties in which Indian-origin voters 
exceeded 5% of population. The vote % of candidates in 2016 in those counties: 


0 4 8 12 16 20 24 28- 

% of total Asian voting population-► 

Source: *2018 Asian American Voter Survey, Pew Survey 
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Forsyth 

Georgia 

24.1 

71.7 

Middlesex 

New Jersey 

58.3 

38.6 

Sutter 

California 

38.9 

55.1 

Howard 

Maryland 

64.1 

30.6 

Collin 

Texas 

39.2 

56.2 

Mercer 

New Jersey 

66.3 

30.1 

Fort Bend 

Texas 

51.6 

45.0 

Santa Clara 

California 

73.3 

20.9 

DuPage 

Illinois 

53.9 

39.8 

Hudson 

New Jersey 

74.5 

22.6 

Somerset 

New Jersey 

54.4 

41.9 

Queens 

New York 

75.5 

22.1 

Loudoun 

Virginia 

55.4 

38.6 

Alameda 

California 

79.3 

14.9 







FROM THE ARCHIVES 

FIFTY YEARS AGO September 26, 1969 


17 killed as mobs attack train 

Seventeen passengers were killed when vio¬ 
lent mobs attacked two trains - the Ahmeda- 
bad-bound Janata Express from Delhi and 
the Ahmedabad-Karanja local - this evening 
[September 25]. The Express was attacked 
near Amblihayan station and the local at a 
point between Kalol and Dhangarwa sta¬ 
tions on the meter-gauge section of the West¬ 
ern Railway. According to the Railway auth¬ 
orities here [Ahmedabad] in the attack on 
the express train thirteen persons including 
three women were killed and several others 
injured. Four others were killed when the 
Ahmedabad-Karanja local was attacked, the 
authorities said. The mob of about 200 was 
said to have stopped the express before at¬ 
tacking it. On board were a few armed 
guards who were helpless before the over¬ 
whelming numbers of the mob. The train 
left for Ahmedabad after being detained for 
over 40 minutes, the reports said. According 
to reports received by the Western Railway 
area Superintendent, Mr. R.D. Mishra, the 
mobs pulled out several passengers from 
both the trains and beat them. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO sept. 26, 1919. 

Future of Mesopotamia. 

London, September 23. - Opening of a se¬ 
ries of articles in the “Times” on Mesopota¬ 
mia, Sir G.C. Buchnan emphasies that, in the 
present economic crises there is no money 
to spend on visionary and philanthropic en¬ 
terprises, that cannot possibly show an 
adequate return for a generation. We have 
already spent far too much money on Meso¬ 
potamia. He declares that a great deal of the 
abuse of the Government of India in connec¬ 
tion with the “Mesopotamian scandal” is un¬ 
merited. The Government of India was very 
badly served in Mesopotamia and India and 
kept ignorant of events. But when the Meso¬ 
potamian report was published, very great 
changes occurred and the situation is well in 
hand. The wastage under the War Office re¬ 
gime was shocking. There seemed to be ab¬ 
sence of financial control. All departments 
were extravagant, chiefly the Inland Water 
Transport, with the Directorate for the Deve¬ 
lopment of Local Resources a good second. 
The strictest economy is now required. 
There must be an end to ordering towns to 
be built regardless of expense, building con¬ 
crete roads with material from India and car¬ 
rying out other large public works, without 
estimates properly drawn up by competent 
men. 



A ND-NDE 
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Modi pitches for 
India’s NSG entry 


Mr. Modi said the adminis¬ 
tration in India today res¬ 
pected the business world 
and we alth creators - a mes¬ 
sage he had delivered on In¬ 
dependence Day, and one 
repeated by Finance Minis¬ 
ter Nil mala Sitharaman - 
reactio is to perceptions 
that policies (around taxa¬ 
tion and Corporate Social 
Respor sibility for instance) 
had me de investing in India 
difficult 

He mentioned intellec¬ 


tual property at least twice 
during the session. IP has 
been another concern for 
U.S. businesses as India has 
continued to be placed on a 
U.S. government ‘Priority 
Watch List’ for its IPR 
practices. 

Mr. Modi also said pur¬ 
chasing power in India was 
increasing, making it a 
prime market for those who 
wanted to invest where 
there were opportunities to 
scale up their businesses. 


UP. law student held 
in extortion case 


Naveer Arora, the SIT 
chief, said co-accused San- 
jay ‘confessed’ that he sent 
the exlortion messages to 
Mr. Chinmayanand on the 
directions of the law stu¬ 
dent. Ids. Bharti said the 
studen; identified the voic¬ 
es in a video clip showing 
the fou r planning the extor¬ 
tion agiinst Mr. Chinmaya¬ 
nand a id ‘confessed’ to the 
crime. The officer said the 
studen; also indentified the 


car. “She also identified 
her own voice in the vi¬ 
deo,” Ms. Bharti told jour¬ 
nalists in Shahjahanpur. 

The student was arrest¬ 
ed from her house in Shah¬ 
jahanpur at 9.30 a.m., pol¬ 
ice said. 

The student’s father said 
he was forced “to receive” 
a memo for the arrest only 
at the police station and ac¬ 
cused the police of not fol¬ 
lowing procedure. 


Higher Education 
Bill in winter session 


The earlier version of the 
HECI Bill, introduced in 
June 2 318, had envisaged 
these responsibilities being 
handec over to an advisory 
board under the HRD 
Minister. 

“We received more than 
50,00C pieces of feedback 
when the draft Bill was 
made public last year. We 
have taken into account the 
sense of the people, and 
have re moved the proposal 
for an advisory board to the 
Minister disbursing grants,” 
a senior official told The 
Hindu. 

The Ministry’s five-year 
strategy plan, released in 


June, had recommended 
that fund disbursal be done 
by a special purpose vehi¬ 
cle. “It could be done by an 
SPV. It could be done by an 
independent body under 
the HECI itself. It will cer¬ 
tainly be done by an autono¬ 
mous body,” added the 
official. 

Other changes include an 
increase in the number of 
State representatives in the 
HECI, to counter fears of 
States losing their autono¬ 
my. The new version also re¬ 
moves the requirement that 
existing institutions must 
take permission from HECI 
for their current courses. 


It’s raining discounts 
for vehicle buyers 


Tata M< >tors is offering bene¬ 
fits of £85,000 on Nexon, 
£1,50,0 30 on Hexa, £70,000 
on Tiago, £1,15,000 on Tigor 
and £5( 1,000 on the recently 
launched Harrier. 

Maruti Suzuki has offered 
benefit > starting from 
£65,000 on the Alto to £1.01 
lakh on the Brezza. Analysts 
said there was no other op¬ 
tion bi t to offer deep dis¬ 
counts to exhaust the inven¬ 
tory before the BSVI norms 
kick in vith effect from April 
1, 202C. They said the dis¬ 
counts were required to 
prop up sales. “Our offer¬ 
ings this year are bigger and 


better than the previous 
year and by far the best in 
the industry,” said S.N Bar¬ 
man, vice-president, sales, 
marketing & customer sup¬ 
port, passenger cehicles bu¬ 
siness unit, Tata Motors. 
“We received a tremendous 
response during Onam and 
Ganesh Chaturthi. We are 
hopeful that this year’s fes¬ 
tive offers will provide a 
huge boost to the buyer mo¬ 
rale,” he added. 

Two wheeler firms have 
also stepped into the dis¬ 
counting race, with Vespa 
and Aprilia offering benefits 
worth around £10,000. 


Bihar policeman files 
complaint against Minister 


Vide 3 of Ashwini 
Choubey ‘chiding’ 
him goes viral 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

PATNA 

A polic ?man in Bihar’s Bux- 
ar district has filed a com¬ 
plaint against Union Minis¬ 
ter As iwini Choubey for 
alleged y threatening him in 
full public view. 

A video of the Minister, 
who is; i BJP MP from Buxar, 
purpor :edly threatening the 
police officer has gone viral 
on social media. No FIR has 
been lc dged against the Mi¬ 
nister in this connection, 
said Buxar Deputy Superin¬ 
tendent of Police K.K. Singh. 

The incident happened 
on Mor day when the Union 
Minister of State for Health 
visited tiis constituency and 
held a. anata durbar. A BJP 
worker, Laxman Dubey, 
compla ined to him that a lo¬ 
cal police officer, Rajiv Ran- 
jan, who was also present 
there, 1 Lad sent him a “goon- 
da notice”. 


A visibly angry Minister 
called Mr. Ranjan and shout¬ 
ed at him, “Does this man 
look like a goonda to you? 
Have you seen a goonda? 
You better mend your ways 
or you will be stripped of 
your uniform.” 

Mr. Choubey defended 
himself saying he only want¬ 
ed to tell the police officer 
that innocent people should 
not be branded as criminals. 
“There was some confu¬ 
sion... those being declared 
goondas and criminals are 
innocent farmers and BJP 
workers. I told the police of¬ 
ficer that an FIR should be 
registered on time and inno¬ 
cent people should not be 
branded as goondas,” he 
said. 

During the 2019 Lolc Sab- 
ha election campaign in 
Buxar, the Minister had pu¬ 
blicly reprimanded a go¬ 
vernment official for stop¬ 
ping his cavalcade from 
entering the venue of a pu¬ 
blic meeting. Mr. Choubey is 
a second time MP from the 
constituency. 


There is normalcy in 
Kashmir, says Army chief 

‘Shops are open, people moving around’ 


We’re prepared, says Rajnath on 
threat from Balakot camp revival 

Defence Minister commissions Coast Guards’ offshore patrol vessel ICGS Varaha 



Moment of pride: The ICGS Varaha was commissioned in Chennai on Wednesday. ■ buoy ghosh 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

In the wake of the reactiva¬ 
tion of the terror camp in Pa¬ 
kistan’s Balakot and a recent 
communication from Punjab 
Chief Minister to Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
about drones being used by 
Pakistan to deliver weapons 
into India, the Indian securi¬ 
ty forces were fully pre¬ 
pared, Defence Minister Raj¬ 
nath Singh told reporters in 
Chennai on Wednesday. 

Mr. Singh commissioned 
ICGS Varaha, offshore patrol 
vessel of the Coast Guard. 
Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief Mi¬ 
nister 0. Panneerselvam, 
Fisheries Minister D. Jayaku- 
mar. Director General of the 
Coast Guard Krishnaswamy 
Natarajan were present. 

Addressing the gathering, 
Mr. Singh called upon all 
those involved in coastal se¬ 
curity to proactively interact 
and engage towards achiev- 


Gulzar Ahmad Wagey has 
not seen his 11-year-old son 
for 22 days. Mr. Wagey, a 
shopkeeper at Keegam vil¬ 
lage in Shopian, said his son 
was picked up by security 
forces in the last week of Au¬ 
gust from their home. He 
said he had been coming to 
the police station every day 
to know the son’s 
whereabouts. 

“I do not know why he 
was arrested. Saheb [Supe¬ 
rintendent of Police] assured 
us that he will let me meet 
him,” said Mr. Wagey as he 
waited outside the Shopian 
headquarters. He later said 
the police had agreed to re¬ 
lease his son. 

Hundreds waited outside 
the police station in Shopian 
to get information about 
their relatives, friends and 
neighbours when The Hindu 
visited the place last week. 
Most were detained to pre¬ 
vent any kind of violence in 
the aftermath of August 5, 
when J&K was stripped of its 


ing the common goal of na¬ 
tional security. 

“The Indian Coast Guard 
has entered into a memoran¬ 
dum of understanding with 
seven maritime nations for 
capacity-building, training, 


special status and bifurcated 
into two Union Territories. 

800 in detention 

Director-General of Police, 
J&K, Dilbag Singh said in an 
interview to The Hindu that 
from August 5, nearly 3,000 
cases were reported of 
young men being picked up 
and released subsequently in 
the Kashmir Valley. Nearly 
800 remain in detention and 
some 150 are lodged in jails 
outside J&K. 

Bilal Ahmad, resident of 
Shopian, said that his neigh- 


collective and cooperative 
response to deal with mari¬ 
time threats,” he said. 

Mr. Singh lauded the 
Coast Guard’s service to the 
nation, saying: “The efforts 
during Kerala floods in 2018 


bour Abdul Rauf, 50, a go¬ 
vernment employee, had 
been missing for the past 40 
days. “He was picked up 
from Zainapora. We come 
here every day to get infor¬ 
mation about him but have 
not succeeded so far. They 
are sending young men to 
jails outside the State. In the 
absence of mobile phones, 
there is no way we can get in¬ 
formation,” Mr. Ahmad said. 

Shopian is one of the 
worst militancy-affected dis¬ 
tricts in South Kashmir. 
There are around 225 villag- 


and the recent floods in Mah¬ 
arashtra, Karnataka and si¬ 
multaneously tackling mari¬ 
time contingencies is a 
testimony to the diversity of 
roles being played by Coast 
Guard on land and over sea.” 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

SRINAGAR 

The J&K High Court is 
witnessing a growing 
number habeas corpus 
cases. However, the 
“unprecedented situation” 
in the Valley is holding back 
the Court from issuing any 
orders for relief in cases of 
detentions. 


es in the district spread over 
60,000 hectares, of which 
half is covered by apple or¬ 
chards. It is the largest pro¬ 
ducer of apples in J&K. 

According to the police, 
last year, 42 men from Sho¬ 
pian joined various terrorist 
groups, while this year, only 
17 took to militancy. A police 
officer said that after August 
5, only one man joined the 
terror group. 

In the past one year, as 
many as 20,000 people have 
signed community bonds to 
secure the release of 800 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

There is normalcy in Kash¬ 
mir and people are moving 
around on their work, the 
Chief of the Army Staff, Gen¬ 
eral Bipin Rawat, said here 
on Wednesday. 

“Normal life in Jammu 
and Kashmir has not been 
affected. People are doing 
their necessary work, a 
clear sign that work has not 
been stopped and people 
are freely moving around. 
Those who feel that life has 
been affected are the ones 
whose survival depends on 
terrorism,” he told pressper- 
sons after presenting the 
President’s colours to the 
29th and 30th battalions of 
the Punjab Regiment in 
Ramgarh. 

Army releases videos 

Gen. Rawat said brick kilns 
were functioning normally 
while trucks were transport¬ 
ing sand. Shops were open. 
This showed that life was 
normal in the Valley. The Ar- 


The HC data showed that 
only 15 and 26 habeas 
corpus cases were filed 
before the court in June and 
July. The number shot up to 
120 in August and about 115 
in the first three weeks of 
September. Interestingly, no 
Public Interest Litigation has 
been filed in the past two 
months. 


young men and boys who 
were involved in incidents of 
stone-throwing. 

The J&K police have start¬ 
ed a unique practice of en¬ 
gaging the community el¬ 
ders, religious teachers and 
family members to deter the 
youth from repeating offenc¬ 
es such as throwing stones at 
security forces. In the bond, 
the community members are 
made to stand as guarantors 
for the youth at the local pol¬ 
ice station for first-time of¬ 
fenders. The bond has no le¬ 
gal sanctity though. 


Those who feel 
w that life has been 
affected are the 
ones whose 
survival depends 
on terrorism 

GEN. BIPIN RAWAT 
Army chief 

my had released videos a 
couple of days ago taken 
from drones showing apples 
being harvested and trucks 
moving with them. Commu¬ 
nications have been partly 
restored in Kashmir, which 
has seen total blackout since 
August 5. Landline phones 
have been restored recently 
while mobile and Internet 
remain shut. 

(With inputs from PTI) 



Tribunal declares JKLF 
an unlawful association 

NEW DELHI 

An Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act Tribunal has 
declared the Jammu and 
Kashmir Liberation Front an 
"unlawful association." The 
outfit, headed by separatist 
Yasin Malik, was banned by 
the Home Ministry on March 
22. The Tribunal concludes 
there was "sufficient cause" 
to declare 'JKLF-Y' as an 
unlawful association. 

Won't engage Labour 
Party on Kashmir: India 

NEW DELHI 

Responding to the comments 
on the Kashmir situation at 
the Labour Party Conference 
of the U.K. on September 25, 
India said that it will not 
engage the party on 
explaining the Kashmir 
situation. "There is no 
question of engaging with the 
Labour Party or its 
representatives on this issue," 
said the MEA spokesperson 
Raveesh Kumar. 


‘J&K youth being sent to jails outside State’ 

Hundreds wait outside police station in Shopian to get information on detained relatives 

Rise in habeas corpus cases 


VIJAI TA SINGH 

SHOPIAN 



In limbo: People lining up outside the Shopian police HQ 
to know the whereabouts of their loved ones. ■ vijaita singh 



Police to brainstorm on rogue drones 

Arms seized in Punjab suspected to have been air-dropped from Pakistan 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

More than 100 police officers 
from across the country 
would brainstorm on anti¬ 
drone technology and ex¬ 
plore the best comprehen¬ 
sive and compatible solution 
to control rogue drones in a 
seminar organised by the 
Bureau of Police Research & 
Development (BPR&D) on 
Thursday and Friday. 

An official said the objec¬ 
tive of the seminar was to en¬ 
sure that police officers from 
all States, Union Territories 
and Central Armed Police 



Arms and satellite phones 
recovered by the Punjab 
police on Sunday. - pti 


Forces (CAPF) were updated 
on the technology. 


Last week, the Punjab pol¬ 
ice seized a huge cache of 
arms, including five AK-47 ri¬ 
fles, pistols, hand grenades 
and satellite phones suspect¬ 
ed to have been delivered 
from across the border from 
Pakistan over drones. 

Punjab Chief Minister 
Amarinder Singh on Tues¬ 
day said the incident was a 
new and serious dimension 
to Pakistan’s sinister designs 
in the aftermath of the revo¬ 
cation of the special status of 
J&K under Article 370. 

The seminar would be at¬ 
tended by representatives of 


private firms also. 

Wing Commander Pra- 
lcash will give a presentation 
on “threat perspective from 
rogue drones”. 

Panel constituted 

Last month. Home Minister 
Amit Shah had constituted a 
committee under the BPRD 
to study and analyse the 
threat from drones. 

The “Policy Framework 
for Anti-Drone Technology” 
would be addressed by offi¬ 
cials from the DGCA, the Bu¬ 
reau of Civil Aviation and the 
Airports Authority of India. 


‘Love jihad’ on the rise, says NCM vice-chief 

In a letter to Amit Shah, he says it’s a growing threat to the Christian community 


It’s been a continuous 
* process. The conversion 
is not happening into Islam, but 
to terrorism. Even the Muslim 
community in the State [kerala] 
is opposed to it. It needs to be 
taken seriously. Hence my letter 
to the Home Minister 

GEORGE KURIAN, 

VICE-CHAIRMAN, NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

George Kurian, Vice-Chair¬ 
man of the National Com¬ 
mission for Minorities 
(NCM), has raised the issue 
of alleged “love jihad” and its 
supposed connection to ter¬ 
ror activities, saying it is a 
growing threat specifically to 
the Christian community. 

In a letter to Home Minis¬ 
ter Amit Shah early this 
week, he demanded an in¬ 
vestigation by the National 
Investigation Agency and an 
effective law to “curb such 
fraudulent activities of radi¬ 
calised elements”. 

In the letter, a copy of 
which is with The Hindu, Mr. 
Kurian says, “The spate of 
organised religious conver¬ 
sions and using the victims 


for terror activities by trap¬ 
ping them through ‘love ji¬ 
had’ has shown the Christian 
community is a soft target 
for Islamic radicals.” 

He specifically mentioned 
a case of alleged rape, black¬ 
mail and coercive conver¬ 
sion attempts in Kozhikode, 
Kerala, and the complaint 
filed with the Commission 


by a couple in Delhi that 
their daughter was abducted 
to a West Asian country, stat¬ 
ing their fear that she might 
be ill-treated and forced into 
terrorist activities or treated 
as a “slave”. 

There are reports that the 
External Affairs Ministry is in 
touch with the parents and 
may investigate the matter 


further since it involves 
another country. 

Mr. Kurian quoted some 
reports by the Kerala Cathol¬ 
ic Bishops Council’s Com¬ 
mission for Social Harmony 
and Vigilance, which put the 
number of women victims of 
“love jihad” between 2005 
and 2012 at 4,000. Speaking 
to The Hindu, Mr. Kurian 
said the issue was “already a 
social and political issue in 
Kerala and had been since 
2006”. 

“It’s been a continuous 
process. The conversion is 
not happening into Islam, 
but to terrorism. Even the 
Muslim community in the 
State is opposed to it. It 
needs to be taken seriously. 
Hence my letter to the Home 
Minister,” he said. 


Can’t contest ASI report 
now, Muslim parties told 

Should have objected in High Court: SC 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

The Muslim parties in the 
Ayodhya dispute argued on 
Wednesday that the Archae¬ 
ological Study of India (ASI) 
report on the excavations at 
the Babri Masjid site in 2003 
is filled with “palpable and 
inherent” infirmities and 
inconsistencies. 

But the Constitution 
Bench led by Chief Justice of 
India Ranjan Gogoi said it 
was too late in the day to ob¬ 
ject to the ASI report. The 
Bench wondered why the 
Muslims had chosen to 
question the report now in 
the Supreme Court and not 
earlier in the Allahabad 
High Court which had com¬ 
missioned the excavations. 
It said the Muslims cannot 
object in the Supreme Court 
to what they did not object 
before the Allahabad High 
Court. 

The High Court had or¬ 
dered the ASI excavation of 
the disputed area in a judi¬ 
cial direction. The archaeol¬ 


ogists reported traces of a 
large structure which pre¬ 
existed the Babri Masjid. 
The Hindus claim that the 
findings gives credence to 
their claim that there was a 
Ram Mandir in that place. 

Senior advocate Mee¬ 
nakshi Arora said the ASI re¬ 
port was “weak evidence” 
and can be only considered 
an opinion at best. The la¬ 
wyer argued that the sum¬ 
mary of the ASI report was 
neither signed nor attribut¬ 
ed to any of the archaeolo¬ 
gists who were members of 
the project. 

The judges on the Bench, 
one after the other, ex¬ 
pressed scepticism about 
her argument. 

“You are asking us to sit 
in judgment of something 
that happened in the trial 
stage? You should have con¬ 
fronted the Commissioner 
[ASI] and put all these ques¬ 
tions.... You cannot come in 
appeal and say the report is 
infirm,” said Chief Justice 
Gogoi. 


APPEAL 

Name of Patient: Soumlya Mondal, 3 years. Hospital 
Name: Christian Medical College. Diagnosis: Acute 
Lymphoblastic Leukaemia. His treatment is for 3 years 
and total cost of treatment is Rs. 7 Lakhs. 

We request kind hearted Philanthropists to save 
him. Kindly send donation by Cheque / D.D. / M.O 
favouring Save Poor Lives A/c Soumlya Mondal S/B 
Account No. 20000913487. State Bank of India, Raja 
Annamalaipuram Branch, IFSC CODE: SBIN0001855, 
which is exempted under 80G of I.T. Act. 

Contact: SAVE POOR LIVES REGISTERED PUBLIC CHARITABLE TRUST, 
(ADMIN DIVISION) Flat No. A4, Ceebros Garden, Ground Floor, Old No. 
76, Kamarajar Salai, Raja Annamalaipuram, Chennai-600028. Ph: 044- 
42044165, Mobile: 9884607377, E-mail: savepoorlives@gmail.com 
Our website: www.savepoorlives.com 

DONATION GIVEN TO PATIENTS UPTO MARCH 2019 FOR Rs. 4,26,89,335/- 
AND SCHOLARSHIP 7,30,800/-. 
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Ca tch the sun 

The (iandhi Solar Park at the UN headquarters in New York is an Indian effort to go beyond 
the t ilk on climate change and climate action. At a contribution of about $1 million, India has 
gifte I the solar panels that have been installed on the roof of the building, one panel each for 
193 member states 

■ System size of 
each panel: 

71.41 KW 

■ Projected annual 
system output: 
86,244 kWh (equals 
to carbon dioxide 
emissions from 
30,246 Kg of coal 
burned or carbon 
sequestered from 
1,008 tree seedlings 
grown for 10 years) 

Gandhiji’s principles act as a 
moral compass, says Modi 

PM inaugurates Solar Park, Peace Garden at UN 



Swachh Bharat helped meet UN goals: PM 

Modi receives the Global Goalkeeper award by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation for the mission 



Top honour: Narendra Modi receiving the award of the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation from Bill Gates. - pti 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

UNITED NATIONS 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, along with UN chief 
Antonio Guterres and other 
world eaders, inaugurated 
the Ga idhi Solar Park and 
Gandhi Peace Garden at the 
headquarters of the global 
body, underlining that his 
principles act as a moral 
compass as the world grap¬ 
ples with challenges of cli¬ 
mate change, terrorism and 
corruption. 

Mr. Vtodi was joined by 
South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in, Singapore 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong, Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina, Ja¬ 
maican Prime Minister An¬ 
drew Holness and New Zea¬ 
land Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern in remotely inaugu¬ 
rating the 50-kW Gandhi So¬ 
lar Park and the Gandhi 
Peace Garden at the UN 
Headquarters on Tuesday. 

The special commemora¬ 
tive event “Leadership mat¬ 
ters: relevance of Gandhi in 
the contemporary world” 


was hosted by Mr. Modi to 
mark Gandhiji’s 150th birth 
anniversary. A special UN 
Postage stamp on Gandhiji’s 
150 birth anniversary was 
released. 

The Gandhi Solar Park is a 
first of its kind symbolic In¬ 
dian effort at the U.N. that 
highlights India’s willingness 
to go beyond the talk on cli¬ 
mate change and climate 
action. 

At a contribution of about 
$1 million, India has gifted 
solar panels that have been 
installed on the roof of the 
U.N. Headquarters here, one 
panel each for every 193 U.N. 
member states. 

The ‘Gandhi Peace Gar¬ 
den’ is an innovative initia¬ 
tive under which the Consu¬ 
late-General of India in New 
York, Long Island-based 
NGO Shanti Fund and the 
State University of New York- 
Old Westbury have entered 
into an agreement to plant 
150 trees. 

It is a crowd-sourced pro¬ 
ject, with people adopting 
trees in the memory of their 


loved ones. The garden is in 
an open site within the 600- 
acre campus of the 
university. 

The solar panels are po¬ 
wered up to reach the maxi¬ 
mum 50 kW of generation 
power. 

Energy generated in the 
park is equivalent to energy 
that would have been creat¬ 
ed through the use of 
30,000 kg of coal. It also has 
a carbon sequestration of 
1,000 seedlings which will 
grow into trees over 10 
years. 

Mr. Modi said the values 
promoted by Gandhiji 
served as a moral compass 
for enlightened leadership. 

Addressing the event, Mr. 
Guterres said, “Gandhiji’s vi¬ 
sion and philosophy are pil¬ 
lars of the work of the United 
Nations. Part of his genius 
lay in his ability to see the in- 
ter-connectedness and the 
unity between all things. His 
political achievements in¬ 
cluded leading the move¬ 
ment that ended colonial 
rule in India.” 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW YORK 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, honoured with the 
“Global Goalkeeper” award 
by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation for the Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan, has said the 
cleanliness campaign played 
a critical role in helping 
achieve UN goals and targets. 

“Getting the award in the 
year of Mahatma Gandhi’s 
150th birth anniversary is 
personally significant for 
me. When 130 crore people 
take a pledge, any challenge 
can be overcome,” he said 
accepting the award here on 
Tuesday night. 

Not just numbers 

Mr. Modi said the success of 
Swachh Bharat was above 
and beyond any statistics. 


SRIRAM LAKSHMAN 
SUHA SINI HAIDAR 

NEW YORK 

Emerging from the Modi- 
Trump bilateral meeting on 
Tuesday, the Indian and U.S. 
sides offered summaries of 
the meetings that were, in 
some respects, at variance 
with one another. 

At least two differences 
between the accounts - one 
on Afghanistan and the oth¬ 
er on terror and Kashmir - 
were substantive. 

The Indian account of the 
meeting, conveyed by Fo¬ 
reign Secretary Vijay Gok- 
hale, said that Afghanistan 
had not been discussed due 
to a lack of time. 

The U.S. administration. 


“The campaign has not 
only improved the lives of 
crores of Indians, but it has 
also played a significant role 
in achieving the goals set by 


however, said the two coun¬ 
tries discussed Afghanistan. 

“...Both leaders expressed 
concerns about the situation 
in Afghanistan and shared 
ideas about how to work to¬ 
gether to promote security 
and prosperity in the coun¬ 
try,” a readout of the meet- 


the UN,” Mr. Modi said. 

He dedicated the award to 
those Indians who trans¬ 
formed the campaign into a 
“people’s movement” and 


ing from the White House 
said. 

At the post-bilateral Exter¬ 
nal Affairs Ministry briefing, 
Mr. Gokhale said the session 
was split equally between a 
discussion on terrorism and 
trade, saying there was “a 
long discussion on terro- 


accorded topmost priority to 
cleanliness in their lives. 

“No such campaign was 
seen or heard about in any 
other country in the recent 
past. It might have been 
launched by our govern¬ 
ment, but people took con¬ 
trol of it,” Mr. Modi said. 

11 crore toilets 

As a result, over 11 crore toi¬ 
lets were built in the country 
in the past five years, which 
was a record, he said. 

The Prime Minister said if 
the mission had benefited 
anyone the most, it was the 
poor and women. “Only that 
person who does not have a 
toilet understands its value, 
especially women,” he said, 
adding that not having a toi¬ 
let was among their most 
tough problems. 


rism” in which Mr. Modi had 
explained “in some detail” 
the challenges India had 
faced from terrorism, espe¬ 
cially in Jammu & Kashmir, 
over the past 30 years. 

However, there was no 
mention of terrorism in the 
White House’s readout. 

“Additionally, the Presi¬ 
dent encouraged Prime Mi¬ 
nister Modi to improve rela¬ 
tions with Pakistan and fulfill 
his promise to better the 
lives of the Kashmiri peo¬ 
ple,” the reference to Kash¬ 
mir from the White House’s 
readout said. 

“Readouts are hardly ever 
identical,” an External Af¬ 
fairs Ministry official told 
The Hindu. 


He said many young girls 
had to give up education due 
to lack of toilets in their 
schools. “Our daughters 
wanted to study but due to 
lack of toilets they were 
forced to leave their schools 
and sit at home.” 

Mr. Modi said it was the 
responsibility of his govern¬ 
ment to help the girls and 
women come out of this sit¬ 
uation and it had performed 
the duty with utmost 
sincerity. 

He expressed satisfaction 
that the mission was helping 
save millions of lives. He met 
Bill Gates and Melinda Gates 
after the programme. 

“PM @narendramodi had 
a fruitful interaction with 
@BillGates and @melinda- 
gates,” the Prime Minister’s 
Office said in a tweet. 

India offers 
aid to Pacific 
island nations 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW YORK 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has announced a 
$150-million line of credit 
to the group of Pacific is¬ 
land nations for solar, re¬ 
newable energy and cli¬ 
mate-related projects. 

Mr. Modi, who attended 
the India-Pacific Islands 
Developing States Leaders’ 
Meeting, announced $12 
million for the member- 
states to implement high- 
impact development pro¬ 
jects in an area of their 
choice. 

The meeting was held 
on Tuesday on the side¬ 
lines of the 74th session of 
the UN General Assembly. 


Two accounts of Modi-Trump meet 

Readouts are hardly ever identical, says Indian official on the discrepancies 



Dual narrative: Donald Trump and Narendra Modi meet at the 
UN General Assembly, -pti 


Complainant names Pawar in bank scam case 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Surinder Mohan Arora, on 
whose public interest litiga¬ 
tion petition the Bombay 
High Court last month di¬ 
rected he Economic Offenc¬ 
es Wing of the Mumbai Pol¬ 
ice to investigate the alleged 


£25,000 crore scam in the 
Maharashtra State Coopera¬ 
tive Bank, has named Na¬ 
tionalist Congress Party 
chief Sharad Pawar. 

“Based on the police case, 
the Enforcement Directorate 
has initiated the money¬ 
laundering investigation and 


added Mr. Pawar’s name, af¬ 
ter the EOW recorded the 
witness statement of Mr. Ar¬ 
ora,” said an agency official. 

On August 26, Mr. Arora 
recorded his latest state¬ 
ment. 

He alleged that loans were 
disbursed at the behest of 


Mr. Pawar “who exercise [d] 
absolute control over the af¬ 
fairs of the MSC [Maharash¬ 
tra State Cooperative] and 
DCC [District Co-operative 
Central] Banks in Maharash¬ 
tra and without whose prior 
approval no loans were 
sanctioned.” 


Govt, diverting 
attention from 
slump: CPI 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Communist Party of 
India on Wednesday ac¬ 
cused :he government of 
trying to divert people’s at¬ 
tention from the unfolding 
economic downturn. A 
statemi ;nt issued at the end 
of the S eptember 23-24 Na¬ 
tional Executive meeting, 
warnec of a recession and 
called for the protection of 
the democratic rights of 
the pec pie of Kashmir and 
of thos<; affected by the Na¬ 
tional 1 Register of Citizens 
(NRC) ii Assam. 

“ The manufacturing 
sector has shown a mere 
0.6% growth and if the ne¬ 
gative growth in the unor- 
ganisec sector is taken into 
account, the GDP growth 
would be hardly 1% as per 
experts,” the party said. 

Corpo rate sector 

The CPI said the downturn 
could b e reversed by boost¬ 
ing the rural economy and 
by enhancing the purchas¬ 
ing power of the masses. It 
criticised the government 
for grai iting financial bene¬ 
fits to file corporate sector. 

“The ill-timed introduc¬ 
tion of i JST [Goods and Ser¬ 
vices T; ix] and its faulty im¬ 
plementation after the 
mamm 3 th shock of demo¬ 
netisation have added fuel 
to fire, thereby bringing 
the economy on a down¬ 
ward SDiral,” the meeting 
said. 

CPI general secretary D. 
Raja said, “People are be¬ 
ing held at gunpoint in 
Kashm: r while the govern¬ 
ment makes misleading 
promis ?s about democracy 
and development in the 
region.” 





Conductor Laboratory 

ft’TFT, ‘‘TRci trcf>r/D epartment of Space, Government of India, 
xWcx-72, Tn.3T.firTFR(Hlgiofl) -160071, jiffies % <-i4h(Hvjiici) iTRcT 
Sector -72, S.A.S. Nagar-160 071, Near Chandigarh (Punjab) India 
^PT/Phone : +91-172-2296166/6168/6169/6173 %*RT:/Fax +91-172-2237410 
^4er/Email: hps@scl.qov.in website: www.scl.gov.in 


PrfiffiT ^rt wffijcr/iM/157 / TENDER NOTICE No. SCL/PT/157 f^n^/Dated: 20.09.2019 

For and on behalf of The Director, Head-Purchase & Stores, Semi-Conductor Laboratory (SCL) invites Online Tenderforthe following: 


Sr.No. 


ffirfeffii 

Tender Number 


fficRUT 

Description 


L^nflVcT/ffix^T4/2019^0150901 
SCL/PS4/2019E0150901 
(Ljcp *tft PrfcffiT/Single Part Tender) 


cTFPTR Huilofl 

Temperature Forcing System 

(ffi+cjd vjihcm 4) RFffii 3i/ Details as per Tender Document) 


^te/Note: https://eprocure.isro.qov.in ^+khUcI (www.scl.qov.in ) 

( www.isro.qov.in ) / ( http://cpp.qov.in ) b ^ ^ fi /Tender Documents can be accessed/ 

downloaded from e-tender portal https://eprocure.isro.qov.in SCL website ( www.scl.qov.in ) / ISRO website ( www.isro.qov.in ) / 
CPP Portal ( http://cpp.qov.in ). 

/Head, Purchase & Stores 



KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS 
DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking) 

# 49, East Wing , 4 th & 5 th Floor, Khanija Bhavan, Race Course Road, Bengaluru-560 001 

Phone No. 080-40931272 Website: www.kiadb.in email: cdoce1@kiadb.in or jdtp@kiadb.in 

SHORT-TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER TO PROVIDE CONSULTANCY 
SERVICES FOR OBTAINING ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE (EC) 

(Through GoK e-Procurement Portal only) 

KIADB is inviting tenders under two cover systems for providing consultancy services for 
preparing EIA, SIS studies etc., to obtain Environmental Clearance (EC) from State 
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) and Consent for Establishment (CFE) 
from Karnataka State Pollution Control Board (KSPCB) for the following KIADB Industrial Areas. 
The firms who are listed as Accredited Consultants in the accredited list of Ministry of 
Environment and Forest, New Delhi, are eligible to participate in the tender. 

SI. 

No. 

Proposed name of the new industrial area 

Approx. 

Extent 

EMD (Rs. 
in lakhs) 


Tender Notification No. IADB/ENGG/EIA/EC/ETND-EP-07/ 
9066/2019-20 Dt:25.09.2019 



1. 

Koturu-Beluru Industrial Area, Koturu-Beluru Village, 

Dharwad Taluk & District 

594.92 Acres 
(240.75 Ha) 

2.00 


Tender Notification No. IADB/ENGG/EIA/EC/ETND-EP-08/ 
9067/2019-20 Dt:25.09.2019 



2. 

Gamanagatti and Itagatti Industrial Area, Gamanagatti and 
Itagatti village, Hubli Taluk, Dharwad District 

590.35 Acres 
(239.00 Ha) 

2.00 


Tender Notification No. IADB/ENGG/EIA/EC/ETND-EP-09/ 
9068/2019-20 Dt:25.09.2019 



3. 

Harohalli Industrial Area, 4 th Phase, Kanakapura Taluk, 
Ramanagara District. 

352.31 Acres 
(142.63 Ha) 

2.00 

Applicants may download bidding documents from the e-procurement portal 

https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in 

Scheduled of dates are as follows: 

• Last date to receive pre-bid Queries: 05.10.2019 Up to 5.00 p.m. 

• Pre-bid meeting will be held on: 11.10.2019 at 11.30 a.m. 

• Deadline for submission of Technical and financial bids is 22.10.2019 up to 4.00 p.m. 

• Time and date of opening Technical bids is on 24.10.2019 after 11.30 a.m. 

Sd/- Chief Development Officer & Chief Engineer-1 





/ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

WTF3 f^iFT / DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY 
fsR "sifiJBr / NUCLEAR FUEL COMPLEX 

Civil Engineering Division, 2nd Floor, 
Sarathi Building, ECIL Post, Hyderabad - 500 062. 1 



NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS-DOMESTIC COMPETITIVE BIDDING 
TENDER NOTICE (T.N.) NO: C/1212/2019 

On line item rate e-tenders in Two envelope system are invited on behalf of the President 
of India by Dy. Chief Engineer(CED,PD & EP) with above address, Ph: 040- 2718 4725, 
2718 4631 from eligible contractors for the works of “Construction Of Guest House 
Cum Hostel (G+3) And Two Blocks Of Type-ll B Residential Buildings (Stilt + 13 
Floors) Including Civil, PH, Internal Electrical, HVAC & Fire Fighting Works For 
Nuclear Fuel Complex Township At Rawatbhata, Rajasthan. ’’.The estimated cost of 
work is Rs. 77 Crores and time of completion is 20 Months. 

1. Date and time for Tender request i.e, downloading bid documents subsequent to 
uploading of the details of Tender fee and Tender processing fee remitted: 
27.09.2019 to 17.10.2019 up to 21:00 hrs (websitewww.tenderwizard.com/DAE) 


2. Site visit: 18.10.2019 & 19.10.2019 

3. Pre-bid meeting: 23.10.2019 &24.10.2019 

4. Last date and time for on line submission/uploading of offer/bid documents 
subsequent to uploading of EMD details: on or before 7.11.2019 at 21:00 hrs. 

5. Last date and time for submission of hard copies of tender fee, Tender processing 
fees & EMD and attested copies of certificates for proof of eligibility criteria etc: on or 
before 13.11.2019 at 14:00 hrs to the above address. 


6. Date and time of on line opening of Envelope-1 (PQ and Techno-commercial): 

13.11.2019 at 15:00 hrs at the above address 


7. Dates of opening of Envelope-11 (Financial bid) will be intimated to qualified bidders 
subsequently. 

IMPORTANT NOTE TO BIDDERS: 


Tender document consists of detailed NIT, eligibility criteria, method of participation, cost 
of tender, process fee ,GCC & SCC, etc and other details are available on website 
www.tenderwizard.com/DAE or www.nfc.gov.in for viewing and downloading for 
reference purpose. Bidders are requested to register for e-tendering with DAE which is 
compulsory for participating in tendering. For registration of e-tendering, contact 
Shri. Vishal Ph.No.91 9849585902.TO enable the bidder to visit the site on 18.10.2019 & 
19.10.2019, the bidders are required to submit the eligibility credentials to Dy. Chief 
Engineer (CED, PD&EP)email-sreedhar@nfc.gov.in, Ph.No.040-27184725/4631 
well in advance. Bidders are requested to strictly adhere to time schedules after carefully 
going through the details of registration of e-tenderinq. uploading of the details of cost 

of tender, processing fee. EMD etc.. 


V.O.CHIDAMBARANAR PORT TRUST 

MARINE DEPARTMENT|m 
TUTICORIN - 628 Q04. 

NOTICE INVITING TENDER 

Online Electronic Tenders are invited by 
V.O.Chidambaranar Port Trust, Tuticorfn from experienced, 
reputed and financially sound contractors, as stipulated 
in the tender document for the following work: 

Tender No. 

: M-NAVI/50T BP Tug Hire/F09 

Name of work 

Supply, Manning, Operation and 
Maintenance of 1 No. of 5QT BP or 
: more highly maneuverable Tractor, 
Reverse Tractor or ASD tug for VOC 
Port Trust on hire basis for a period 
of five yea re extendable by two years. 

Estimate value of 
work 

: Rs.34,53,03,000/- plus GST 

Earnest Money 
Deposit 

Rs.59,53,030/ [Rs.25.00.000/- by 
: NEFT/ RTGST and Rs 34,53,030/- 
by BG] 

Date of downloading 
of tender document . 
from VOCPT 
e- tendering web site 

: 26.09,2019 to 13.10.2019 

Pre - Bid Meeting 

: 15.00 hrs on 09.10.2019 

Last date and Time 
for submission of 
Tenders online 

Up to 15.00 hrs on 18.10.2019 

Date and time of 
opening of (coveM ) ■ 
Technical Bid Online 

: 15.30 Hrs on 18 10,2019 

Validity of tender 

120 days from the last date fixed 
for receipt of tender. 

For further details visit the port e-tender website 
www, te n de rwiza rd. com/ 1 V OC FT. 

-sd/-25.09,2019 
Deputy Conservator 



KERALA WATER AUTHORITY 

e-Tender Notice Tender No: 18,19,20/19-20/S E/PH C/P KD 


KIIFB- Shornur Muncipality - Supplying and Laying Distribution 
System from OHSR s in Zone -1 & Zone - II & Zone - III 
EMD: Rs. 100000-200000 
Tender fee: Rs - 8400 - 11200 

Last Date for submitting Tender: 22-10-2019 03.00:pm 

Phone: 04912544927 websit e: www.kwa.kerala.gov.in fi , lminlrfm Engineer 

www.etenders.kerala.gov.in|mil:g4iJ-Llrg-MIJ-Ji| ph Circle Palakkadu 


TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF ANDHRA PRADESH LIMITED 


_ e - Procurement TENDER NOTICE _ 

The APTRANSCO invites bids online for the following works. Specification 
No.: APT-e-11/2019, Name of work: Supply, Erection and Testing and 
commissioning of 2nd circuit stringing of 132 KV line-8.5 Km from 220/132/33 
KV Gangavaram port to 132 KV Malkapuram SS with 1 st Circuit live along with 
bays at both ends in Visakhapatnam District. Date & time of availability of 
tenders on e-procurement: 25-09-2019 at 17.00 Hrs. Note: (i) Tender 
documents will be available On-line at date and time as mentioned above, 
(ii) Name and address of the officer inviting tenders: Executive Director / 
Construction, (iii) The contractors / firms are requested to upload the 
information in the Zip format preferably, (iv) Further details can be seen @ 
http://www.apeprocurement.gov.in/ (v) Bidding document is available on 
http://www.apeprocurement.gov.in/ Ph: 9490153075/9490153093. 
R.O.No. 18/19_Sd/- Executive Director, CONSTRUCTION 



: secssjdvvnl@gmail.com, Web site : http://energy.rajasthan.gov.in/jdvvl 


3)CMCOltciCf) f-fcltciQI 

^Liy Flsjcl facial UUFT 1%. % PihFiRsW ^)P?f d-Ffc) 3TP4R ^ Plf°Kl=bdl3Tf 4 % ^rnfr 
3 HlfUcK 3I<r»M»lRrl«h ULEkIU, ^ ^ ^T/zU^-469 (UBN- 

JVVN1920WLOB00105) ^ 470 (UBN-JWN1920WLOB00106) % ft ‘WR31 

WTR: sFHTR: °T 'J-SIHlcrllTl <5H<SI U -S fcKIT ft j Jh 1 u I l°ISJ ) dl c h<' J l ^ 

"SIRt 3 hihFw 11 

5ri Fw u i 4^ fqcH u i, ureter iirct RtI / ferfsr gjlfgggT /IggTfg 

http://energy.rajasthan.gov.in/jdvvnl, http://sppp.rajasthan.gov R tl ^ 

wi%tfciif 3TF www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in TO FiFisi 4i<rH 

TfTR 3 Pll°N3Tr ^ *tt y=bK=b Tit 3UlT 

http://energy.rajasthan.gov.in/jdvvnl, www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in http://sppp.rajasthan.gov. 
TT Rif | 

TFiT. / 41 / 2778 / 2019-2020 3 t 41^TT 3lfi^RTT (#.^r.^r.) 


GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM 

OFFICE OF THE MISSION DIRECTOR : AMRUT, ASSAM 
DISPUR, GUWAHATI-6 

NO. TP/AMRUT/9/2017/166 E-mail : amrutassam2016@amail.com 

SHORT e-PROCUREMENT NOTICE / INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) No 

AMRUT/013 of 2019-20 


The undersigned invites bid online through e-Procurement system website 
i,e. www.assamtenders.aov.in from eligible bidders in 2 (two) bid system for 
the following package of work under AMRUT. 


SI. 

No 

Name of Work 

Approx, 
value of 
works 

Bid 

Security 

Cost of Bid do¬ 
cument and Bid 
processing fee 

Period of 
completion 

1 

“Designing, 
supply,construction, 
installation, testing, 
commissioning of 
Intake System, 

Raw & Clear Water 
Transmission 

Main, Raw Water 
Treatment Plant 
(WTP), Service 
Reservoirs, 
Distribution 

System, House 
Connections and 
SCADAfor Silchar 
Town (24X7) Water 
Supply Project, all 
complete, including 

5 years Operation 
and Maintenance” 
on EPC mode 

Rs. 

163.29 

Crores. 

@1%of 
value of 
work 

Rs. 30,000.00 

24 months 


All other relevant information and the detailed Bid Documents are available 
on website www.assamtenders.aov.in and can be viewed from 26.09.2019 
up to 15.00 hr. of 08.11.2019. The Bids are to be submitted through online and 
in no case manual bids shall be entertained. 


Sd/- 

Mission Director 

Janasanyog/CF/1708/19 AMRUT , Assam 


• • • 


A ND-NDE 
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‘Trump urged Ukraine's leader to probe Biden’ 


Transcript reveals 
details of the 
controversial 
July phone 
conversation 

MAGGII HABERMAN 
MICH AEL D. SHEAR 

WASHINC TON 

U.S. President Donald 
Trump urged the President 
of Ukraine to contact Attor¬ 
ney General William Barr 
about apening a potential 
corruption investigation 
connected to former Vice- 
President Joe Biden, accord¬ 
ing to t] le reconstruction of a 
July phane call at the centre 
of accusations that Mr. 
Trump pressured a foreign 
leader to find dirt on a polit¬ 
ical rival. 

“I would like you to do us 
a favour,” Mr. Trump said in 
respon >e to President Volo- 
dymyr Zelenskiy of Ukraine 
raising the prospect of ac¬ 
quiring military equipment 
from the United States. Not¬ 
ing that the United States 
had “done a lot for Ukraine,” 
Mr. Tramp also asked for 
anothe ’ inquiry: that the Uk¬ 
rainian > examine an unsub¬ 
stantial ed theory about sto¬ 
len Democratic emails. 

After a whistleblower rai- 
sedcon:erns about Mr. 
Trumps dealings with Uk¬ 
raine, tie Director of Nation¬ 
al Inte ligence and the In¬ 
spector General for the 
intellig< ;nce community each 
referred the complaint for a 
possible criminal investiga¬ 
tion ini o the President’s ac¬ 
tions, a ccording to a Justice 
Department official. 

No vio lation of law 

The de partment’s criminal 
division determined that the 
reconsl ructed transcript of 
the call did not show that Mr. 
Trump had violated cam¬ 
paign finance laws by solicit¬ 
ing from a foreign national a 
contribution, donation or 
thing ovalue. 


To impeach 
a President 


Speaker Nancy Pelosi announced earlier this week that the House of Representatives, 
where her Democratic Party holds a clear majority, will initiate an impeachment inquiry 
into President Donald Trump, setting in motion a rigorous, multistage process. 

However, given the lacklustre response her proposal has received from the Republicans, 
the GOP-controlled Senate is unlikely to move against the President 


HOW DID THEY END UP HERE? 



THE TRIGGER 

■ A whistleblower alleged 
that in July, Trump pressured 
Ukrainian President Vo- 
lodymyr Zelenskiy 
to investigate 
Joe Biden's son 


Hunter. Days prior to the 
call, Trump reportedly 
withheld $400 million 
military aid to Kiev, 
giving rise to speculation 
that he was expecting a 
quid pro quo 


HUNTER'S UKRAINE CONNECTION 

■ In 2014, following the fall of pro-Russian President Viktor Ya¬ 
nukovych, President Barack Obama made Vice-President Biden 
his point person for the country. In the same year, Hunter took 
up a position at Ukraine's Largest private gas company, Burisma, 
for which he was reportedly paid $50,000 a month. There was, 
however, no evidence of any wrongdoing 



SUPPORT FOR 
IMPEACHMENT 

■ More than 150 of 
the 235 Democratic 
members in the 
435-seat House 
have shown 
support for 
impeachment or 
the opening of an 
inquiry. No House 
Republican has 
come out in favour 
of impeachment 

■ There are at 
least six House 
committees 
investigating the 
President, probes 
that will now be 
subsumed under 
the impeachment 
proceedings Likely 
to be conducted 

^ by the House 
Judiciary 
committee 


Chances of success 

In past impeachments, 
support and opposition ran 
along party lines, which 
looks likely in Trump's case 
as well; Democrats lack a 
majority in the Senate and, 
even assuming that all 47 
Democratic Senators vote 
in favour of convicting the 
President, they need the 
support of at least 
20 Republicans 




THE PROCESS 

I Any member 
can introduce an 
impeachment 
resolution if he/ 
she believes that 
the President has 
committed 
"treason, bribery, 
or other crimes 
and misdemeanors" 

2 The motion is 
sent to the judi¬ 
ciary committee, 
or any other commit¬ 
tee, which reviews 
evidence or carries 
out investigation 

3 If the evidence 
is strong, the 
committee 
crafts articles of 
impeachment and 
sends them to the 
full House 

4 The House 
needs to pass 
the articles by 
a simple majority 
vote; the Pres¬ 
ident will then 
be deemed as 
"impeached" 
by the House 

5 The 
articles 
then go to 
the Senate, 


where a trial presided by 
the Chief Justice takes 
place, with represent¬ 
atives from the House 
acting as prosecutors 
and the President and his 
attorneys presenting his 
defence 

6 A two-thirds 
majority is neces¬ 
sary to convict and 
remove the President 

7 If the President 
is convicted, the 
Vice-President takes 
over the White House 


THE PRECEDENTS 

■ No U.S. President 
has been ousted from 
office by impeach¬ 
ment. Richard Nixon 
resigned in 1974 to 
avoid certain removal 

■ Two 
Presi¬ 
dents 
beat the 
process: 

the - 

House formally 
impeached Andrew 
Johnson in 1868 and 
Bill Clinton in 1998, 
but in both cases they 
were acquitted in the 
Senate 


—■imimiii iiiiii in. iiiimim iiimniii 
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During the call, Mr. 
Trump told Mr. Zelenskiy 
that he should be in touch 
with both Mr. Barr and the 
President’s personal lawyer 


Rudy Giuliani, according to 
the document. 

The Justice Department 
said on Wednesday that Mr. 
Barr was unaware that Mr. 


Trump had told Mr. Zelen¬ 
skiy that he would contact 
him. The department said 
that Mr. Barr has never spo¬ 
ken with Mr. Trump about 


working with Ukraine to in¬ 
vestigate anything related to 
the Bidens and that he has 
never spoken with Mr. Giu¬ 
liani about “anything related 


to Ukraine.” Mr. Trump and 
Mr. Giuliani have long 
pushed for Ukrainian offi¬ 
cials to examine whether 
there was any improper 
overlap between Mr. Biden’s 
dealings with Ukraine while 
in office and his son’s posi¬ 
tion on the board of a Ukrai¬ 
nian energy company. 

No reference to aid 

There was no explicit refe¬ 
rence to the $391 million in 
foreign aid that Mr. Trump 
had told Mick Mulvaney, the 
acting White House Chief of 
Staff, to put a hold on several 
days before the call took 
place. 

Mr. Giuliani said that re¬ 
gardless of the fact that Mr. 
Biden is Mr. Trump’s politi¬ 
cal opponent, allegations 
against Mr. Biden required 
investigation, and only Mr. 
Trump had the status to ask 
the Ukrainian president to 
open an inquiry. 

The details of the call - 
which were first revealed by 
a whistleblower who works 
in the intelligence communi¬ 
ty - prompted Democrats on 
Tuesday to formally open an 
impeachment inquiry, ac¬ 
cusing Mr. Trump of betray¬ 
ing his country by pressuring 
a foreign leader to dig up dirt 
on Mr. Biden, now also a De¬ 
mocratic presidential hope¬ 
ful. In the days before the 
memorandum of conversa¬ 
tion was released, news re¬ 
ports revealed that Mr. 
Trump used the call in July to 
pressure Mr. Zelenskiy for an 
investigation about Mr. Bi¬ 
den’s actions on behalf of his 
son Hunter Biden’s work 
with a business in Ukraine. 

Over the weekend, Mr. 
Trump publicly acknow¬ 
ledged that he discussed the 
former Vice President with 
Mr. Zelenskiy, even as he an¬ 
grily railed against what he 
called another “witch-hunt” 
and insisted that his conver¬ 
sation with the Ukrainian 
President was perfectly ap¬ 
propriate. NY TIMES 


Johnson calls SC verdict 
‘wrong’, challenges Oppn. 

Dares Labour to call a confidence vote 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LONDON 

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson on Wednesday 
challenged Opposition MPs 
to call a confidence vote in 
his government, after the 
Supreme Court struck down 
his decision to suspend Par¬ 
liament in the run-up to 
Brexit. 

The ruling by Britain’s 
highest court on Tuesday 
that the suspension was un¬ 
lawful was a stunning blow 
to Mr. Johnson’s authority 
just weeks before the coun¬ 
try is due leave the Euro¬ 
pean Union on October 31. 

But the Conservative 
leader showed no contrition 
as he faced MPs in the 
House of Commons, which 
had hastily reconvened on 
Wednesday. 

He condemned the ver¬ 
dict as “wrong” and, faced 
with calls to resign, chal¬ 
lenged the main Opposition 
Labour Party and others to 
call an immediate confi¬ 
dence vote. “They have un¬ 
til the house rises today to 
table a motion of no confi¬ 
dence in the government, 
and we can have that vote 
tomorrow,” he said. “Will 
they have the courage to act 
or will they refuse to take 
responsibility and do noth¬ 
ing but dither and delay... 
what are they scared of? 

‘Rule out no-deal exit’ 

However, Labour leader Je¬ 
remy Corbyn said that while 
he wanted Mr. Johnson to 
resign, he would not back 
an election until the PM’s 
threat of leaving the EU 
without a divorce deal was 
removed. In the week be¬ 
fore Parliament was sus¬ 
pended earlier this month, 
MPs pushed through a law 
requiring the Premier to de¬ 
lay Brexit by three months if 
he cannot strike exit terms 
with Brussels in time. Ad- 



Britain's Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson in London 
on Wednesday, -reuters 


dressing a rowdy and 
packed Commons chamber, 
Mr. Corbyn said: “If he 
wants an election, get an ex¬ 
tension and let’s have an 
election. “No one can trust 
this Prime Minister. “For the 
good of this country, he 
should go.” 

Mr. Johnson, who flew 
back early from the UN Gen¬ 
eral Assembly in New York 
to address the newly res¬ 
umed Parliament, accused 
MPs of trying to undermin¬ 
ing the 2016 Brexit vote. 
“We decided to call that re¬ 
ferendum, we promised 
time and again to respect it. 
I think the people of this 
country have had enough of 
it,” he said. “This Parlia¬ 
ment must either stand 
aside and let this govern¬ 
ment get Brexit done or 
bring a vote of confidence 
and finally face the day of 
reckoning with the voters.” 

Mr. Johnson said Parlia¬ 
ment was “gridlocked, para¬ 
lysed and refusing to deliver 
on the priorities of the 
people”. 

The Supreme Court rul¬ 
ing is a hammer blow to Mr. 
Johnson’s authority, and 
comes after a series of de¬ 
feats in Parliament. 


+ Thunberg, three others, 
win Alternative Nobel’ 


Israel PM gets chance to retain power 

President nominates Netanyahu to stitch together coalition 


Rouhani rules out talks 
with U.S. under sanctions 


‘Inspired calls for urgent climate action’ 


Doubts sincerity of administration 


ASSO CIATED PRESS 

COPEHEL lGEN 

Swedis] i climate activist Gre¬ 
ta Thurherg, 16, was among 
four peaple named on Wed¬ 
nesday as the winners of a 
Right Livelihood Award, al¬ 
so known as the ‘Alternative 
Nobel’. Ms. Thunberg is be¬ 
ing recognised “for inspir¬ 
ing anc amplifying political 
demands for urgent climate 
action reflecting scientific 
facts,” he prize foundation 
said. It idded that Ms. Thun¬ 
berg “personifies the notion 
that eve iryone has the power 
to creale change”. 

The bundation also gave 
its 201S award to Davi Kope- 
nawa and the Hutukara Ya- 
noman i Association, repre¬ 
senting Brazil’s indigenous 



Swedish climate activist 
Greta Thunberg. -ap 


tribe, for protecting the 
Amazon forest and its peo¬ 
ple; Moroccan activist Ami- 
natou Haidar “for her stead¬ 
fast nonviolent action” for 
Western Sahara and Chi¬ 
nese lawyer Guo Jianmei for 
her work for women’s rights 
in China. 


REUT ERS 

JERUSALEM 

Israel’s President tasked 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu on Wednesday 
with assembling a new go¬ 
vernment after power-shar¬ 
ing talks with his rival, Ben¬ 
ny Gantz, failed following an 
inconclusive election. 

Mr. Netanyahu, head of 
the right-wing Likud party, 
and Israel’s longest-serving 
leader, still has no clear path 
to a fifth term after emerging 
from the September 17 bal¬ 
lot, the second this year, 
short of a parliamentary ma¬ 
jority. “I have decided to 
give you, sir, the opportuni¬ 
ty to assemble a govern¬ 
ment,” President Reuven 
Rivlin said to Mr. Netanyahu 
at a nomination ceremony. 
He will have 28 days to form 



Israeli PM Benjamin 
Netanyahu, -reuters 


a coalition and can ask Mr. 
Rivlin for a two-week exten¬ 
sion, if necessary. Mr. Neta¬ 
nyahu’s failure to clinch vic¬ 
tory in a ballot in April led to 
last week’s election and left 
him politically weakened. 

In the new countdown, Li¬ 
kud has the pledged support 
of 55 legislators in the 120- 
member Parliament, against 


54 for Mr. Gantz’s centrist 
Blue and White Party. The 
two parties failed to reach a 
coalition deal on Tuesday. 
Former Defence Minister 
Avigdor Lieberman has been 
keeping his far-right Yisrael 
Beitenu party on the fence 
since the September 17 
ballot. 

“It became clear that 
neither Netanyahu nor 
Gantz had the 61 seats neces¬ 
sary to form a government,” 
Mr. Rivlin said at the cere¬ 
mony. “Netanyahu’s ability 
to assemble an administra¬ 
tion is higher at the mo¬ 
ment,” the president said, 
noting that 10 Arab legisla¬ 
tors in Mr. Gantz’s support 
bloc of 54, who recommend¬ 
ed he nominate the ex-gen- 
eral, did not commit to join¬ 
ing a government. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

UNITED NATIONS 

Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani on Wednesday 
ruled out negotiations with 
the U.S. so long as sanctions 
are in place and said he was 
not interested in a “memen¬ 
to photo” with President 
Donald Trump. 

“I would like to announce 
that our response to any ne¬ 
gotiation under sanctions is 
negative,” Mr. Rouhani said 
in an address to the UN Gen¬ 
eral Assembly. 

As European leaders 
sought to arrange a tension- 
reducing encounter bet¬ 
ween the Iranian and U.S. 
Presidents, Mr. Rouhani dis¬ 
missed what he saw a pho¬ 
to-op for the media-hungry 


Mr. Trump. “Memento pho¬ 
tos are the final stage of ne¬ 
gotiations, not the first one,” 
he said. He doubted the sin¬ 
cerity of the U.S. to nego¬ 
tiate, pointing to Trump ad¬ 
ministration officials’ boasts 
of damage inflicted by sanc¬ 
tions on Iran. 

‘Iran will never forgive’ 

“How can someone believe 
them when the silent killing 
of a great nation, and pres¬ 
sure on the lives of 83 mil¬ 
lion Iranians, especially wo¬ 
men and children, are 
welcomed by American go¬ 
vernment officials?” 

“The Iranian nation will 
never, ever forget and for¬ 
give these crimes and these 
criminals,” he said. 




Putin urges dialogue 
as he meets Maduro 

MOSCOW 

President Vladimir Putin 
reiterated Russian support 
for Venezuela's Nicolas 
Maduro in a meeting in 
Moscow on Wednesday and 
called for all sides to take 
part in talks to end the 
country's crisis, afp 

Toll in PoK earthquake 
rises to 38 

JATLAN 

Rescuers battled along badly 
damaged roads and combed 
through toppled buildings on 
Wednesday to reach victims 
of an earthquake that killed 
at least 38 people and injured 
hundreds more in Pakistan- 
occupied Kashmir. The village 
of Jatlan appeared to be one 
of the worst affected, afp 
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■ ACROSS 

7 At first, financial legislation 

reveals defect (4) 

8 Cop's at home with corpse 

mangled around topmost part 
of thigh (9) 

10 Drink is returned before the 
German's assassination (6) 

11 Beheaded Bond-maids are 
carted away in suit (8) 



12 I lay a ham pudding in range 
(B) 

14 Add small program goal (6) 

16 Crush green olive and extract 
oil... to settle a score (7) 

18 Initially procure flower part for 
animal (7) 

21 Organised a trek around 
Akishima, primarily to display 
martial art (6) 

23 Indian treated (holding a bit of 
rice) and brought upon 
oneself (8) 

25 Pawnbroker Samuel's country 
relative? (5,3) 

27 Reveal peacekeeper's initially 
mysterious question (6) 

29 Witnesses noted pens are 
displaced (9) 

30 To start with, purple writing 
fluid shows healthy colour (4) 

■ DOWN 

1 Enlighten sick university man 

in Europe (8) 

2 Outstanding ring! Marry! (4) 

3 Sire is confused over artist's 

range in Spanish (6) 



4 Secondhand automobile 

surprisingly raced us (4-3) 

5 Encountered a lawyer followed 

by volunteers providing 
information about 
information (8) 

6 Fragrant oil found in 

cottonseed (4) 

9 NORAD's formulated a 
radioactive gas (5) 

13 Near a horrible sports venue 
(5) 

15 Safe Sellers? (5) 

17 Ganger is improperly applying 
lubrication (8) 

19 Vespers are not odd! 
Therefore, no good (8) 

20 Sickness ward's mail's 
misplaced at first (7) 

22 Bristled Dewan's dancing (5) 

24 Flex muscle endlessly over 
Yankee ... that's inelegant (6) 

26 Friend returned with penny 
for a European (4) 

28 Be listless about light 

motorcyle having no dynamo 
at first (4) 
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FAITH 

Sun’s praise for Moon 

Sastras say that the Moon has sixteen kalas, or phases. The 
Moon is referred to as Shodasa alankara poorna. Rama 
shares a similarity with the Moon. Like the sixteen phases of 
the Moon, Rama has sixteen admirable qualities, said Ki- 
dambi Narayanan in a discourse. In the beginning of the Ra- 
mayana, Narada visits Valmiki, and that latter asks him a 
question. Valmiki gives a list of sixteen qualities, and wants 
to know if there is anyone who has all these qualities. Nara¬ 
da at once says that Rama is the One who has all the qualities 
listed by Valmiki. 

The important thing here is that Valmiki asks Narada to 
name a human being with these qualities, because it is diffi¬ 
cult to find a mortal with all these qualities. The Moon gives 
us its coolness, but does it expect anything in return? In the 
same way, Rama gives us countless boons, but expects no 
quid pro quo. However, the Moon wanes for a fortnight, 
whereas Rama’s glory remains undiminished. Nammazhvar 
has been described as a Sun in Acharya Hridayam. Nam¬ 
mazhvar the Sun, praises Rama, the Moon! Nammazhvar in 
his Thiruvaimozhi refers to Rama as ‘piran.’ Nampillai ex¬ 
plains this to mean one who helps. The proper way to help is 
to offer one’s services willingly, and without any expectation 
from the receiver. And that kind of selfless help is typical of 
Rama. 

Every joy has its foundation in some hardship or suffer¬ 
ing. Every pleasure in life has its base in some loss of mental 
peace. In his Sri Bhashya, Ramanujacharya says that what 
we think of as a joy is in fact not so. We judge something to 
be a source of joy or sorrow only on the basis of whatever 
knowledge we have. As our knowledge base expands, we be¬ 
come wiser.Only Lord Himself is beyond sorrow. 
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BUSINESS 15 


Stocks lose ground amid global sell-off 

Auto, banking, realty shares worst hit; Hang Seng, Kospi also lose, inquiry against Trump causes jitters 


Tax rate cuts likely to 
trigger fresh FPI flows 

‘Indian market now more compet: tive’ 


Cascading effect 


Domestic investors turned cautious after the Asian 
Development Bank lowered its growth forecast for India 
from the earlier projected 7% to 6.5% for FY20 



however, lost 3.06% and 
5.63%, respectively. The fall 
in the banking index was pri¬ 
marily due to SBI, which lost 
more than 7% after Morgan 
Stanley downgraded the 
stock on concerns related to 
asset quality. 


SBI tanks, brokerage 
raises asset quality issue 

‘Stressed borrowers, a concern’ 


Elsewhere in Asia, both 
Hang Seng and Kospi lost ov¬ 
er 1% each, while the bench¬ 
marks of all other leading 
markets ended in the red. 

The global sell-off was pri¬ 
marily due to launch of a for¬ 
mal impeachment inquiry of 


‘Remove DDT 
to boost 
investment’ 


PM’s economic advisory 
council reconstituted 

JP Morgan’s Sajjid Chinoy inducted 


MARKET WATCH 

25-09-2019 % CHANGE 

Sensex 

38,594 

-1.29 

US Dollar 

71.04 

-0.04 

Gold 

39,182 

0.41 

Brent oil 

61.73 

-3.15 

NIFTY 50 


PRICE CHANGE 

Adani Ports. 

.414.80. 

.... 0.95 

Asian Paints. 

...1751.80. 

-14.10 

Axis Bank. 

. 694.95. 

...-9.45 

Bajaj Auto. 

...2941.00. 

-17.15 

Bajaj Finserv. 

...8255.60. 

.. 14.90 

Bajaj Finance. 

...3930.90. 

-30.85 

Bharti Airtel. 

. 341.65. 

... -7.00 

BPCL. 

.465.20. 

.... 3.90 

Britannia Ind. 

...3036.00. 

-44.20 

Cipla. 

.434.60. 

-15.65 

Coal India. 

. 192.60. 

-5.55 

Dr Reddys Lab. 

2773.35 

-11.90 

Eicher Motors. 

17600.10. ■ 

■834.15 

GAIL (India). 

. 136.45. 

... -2.80 

Grasim Ind. 

. 724.15. 

-25.55 

HCL Tech. 

...1053.85. 

.... 6.45 

HDFC. 

...2069.95. 

-60.05 

HDFC Bank. 

...1239.70. 

-14.10 

Hero MotoCorp. 

...2704.25. 

-51.70 

Hindalco. 

. 189.90. 

... -7.90 

Hind Unilever. 

...2051.50. 

.... 1.05 

Indiabulls HFL. 

.423.90. 

-11.10 

ICICI Bank. 

.434.20. 

... -6.70 

Induslnd Bank. 

...1503.90. 

-12.40 

Bharti Infratel. 

. 257.35. 

... -0.30 

Infosys. 

. 792.65. 

... -1.40 

Indian OilCorp. 

. 140.70. 

.... 2.00 

ITC. 

. 247.55. 

...-8.45 

JSW Steel. 

. 234.40. 

.... 1.05 

Kotak Bank. 

...1601.60. 

-16.50 

L&T. 

...1450.10. 

-31.20 

M&M. 

. 534.70. 

-24.05 

Maruti Suzuki. 

...6638.50. ■ 

■370.60 

NTPC. 

.116.90. 

.... 1.75 

ONGC. 

.131.45. 

... -2.05 

PowerGrid Corp. 

. 198.75. 

.... 8.30 

Reliance Ind. 

...1279.55. 

.... 0.85 

State Bank. 

. 280.25. 

-22.35 

Sun Pharma. 

.406.75. 

... -2.90 

Tata Motors. 

. 123.05. 

...-7.85 

Tata Steel. 

. 362.05. 

...-8.75 

TCS. 

...2088.45. 

.43.75 

Tech Mahindra. 

.705.90. 

.... 2.05 

Titan. 

.1268.90. 

-23.75 

UltraTech Cement.. 

...4277.85. 

-40.15 

UPL. 

. 576.75. 

-2.65 

Vedanta . 

. 156.20. 

-3.75 

Wipro. 

. 238.80. 

... -1.90 

YES Bank. 

. 53.70. 

-2.35 

Zee Entertainment 

. 273.45. 

-5.55 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit 
except yen at 4 p.m. on September 25 


CURRENCY 

TT BUY 

TT SELL 

US Dollar. 

...70.83 

71.15 

Euro. 

...77.82 

...78.18 

British Pound. 

87.82 

88.22 

Japanese Yen (100) 

...65.94... 

66.27 

Chinese Yuan. 

.9.94... 

.9.99 

Swiss Franc. 

...71.79.. 

72.12 

Singapore Dollar. 

...51.41... 

...51.64 

Canadian Dollar. 

...53.36 

53.62 

Malaysian Ringitt. 

.16.89.. 

17.00 

Source:lndian Bank 

| BULLION RATES chennai | 


September 25 rates in rupees with pre¬ 
vious rates in parentheses 


Retail Silver (lg). 52.(52) 

22 ct gold (1 g). 3642.(3614) 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Indian equity benchmarks 
lost more than a per cent 
each on Wednesday amid a 
global sell-off, as investors 
turned jittery over renewed 
geopolitical tensions and 
domestic slowdown con¬ 
cerns. While investors sold 
shares across sectors, the 
worst hit were automobile, 
banking and realty stocks. 

The 30-share Sensex lost 
503.62 points, or 1.29%, to 
close at 38,593.52 as index 
heavyweights like HDFC, Ta¬ 
ta Motors, State Bank of In¬ 
dia, Maruti Suzuki India, Yes 
Bank, ITC, L&T and M&M, all 
lost more than 2% each. 

The broader Nifty closed 
at 11,440.20, shedding 148 
points, or 1.28%. The secto¬ 
ral indices representing real¬ 
ty and public sector banks. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Shares of State Bank of India 
(SBI) fell over 7% on Wed¬ 
nesday even as a brokerage 
pointed out that concerns 
around its asset quality re¬ 
mained elevated. 

Morgan Stanley estimat¬ 
ed SBI’s credit costs at 180 
bps (basis points) for FY20 
and 125 bps for FY21 com¬ 
pared with 270 bps in FY19. 

“This would represent a 
sharp improvement, but 
our confidence in these esti¬ 
mates is not very strong,” 
Morgan Stanley said in a 
report. 

‘Credit crunch’ 

“There is a credit crunch 
among weaker-rated bor¬ 
rowers as flow of credit from 



Sep 18,19 Sep 25,19 


challenged lenders has 
stalled,” it added, pointing 
out it does not see signs of 
this reversing yet, implying 
risk of continued defaults. 

SBI shares ended 7.37% 
lower at £280.15 on the BSE. 

“Given SBI’s size, it is one 
of the largest lenders to ma¬ 
ny of these stressed borrow¬ 
ers. The other risk would be 
if SBI were asked to help any 
of the challenged lenders 
should they face distress,” 
the report added. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The task force on direct tax 
code (DTC) has recom¬ 
mended abolishing the di¬ 
vidend distribution tax 
(DDT) with a view to pro¬ 
moting investment. 

The DDT is a surrogate 
tax and hinders foreign di¬ 
rect investment inflows, 
sources said. 

Dividends paid by a 
domestic company are 
subject to dividend distri¬ 
bution tax at 15% of the ag¬ 
gregate dividend declared, 
distributed or paid. 

According to sources, 
there would hardly be any 
revenue loss by eliminating 
the dividend distribution 
tax, since it would be offset 
by the taxes paid by 
shareholders. 


Uncertainty in U.S. 
W during a slowdown 
can put further 
brakes on growth 

GAURAVDUA, 

Head - Capital Market Strategy & 
Investments, Sharekhan 

U.S. President Donald 
Trump. While speaking at 
the United Nations, the U.S. 
President fired a fresh salvo 
at China, saying that the time 
of trade “abuses” by Beijing 
was over. 

“The approval of im¬ 
peachment investigations 
against U.S. President has 
unnerved the markets,” said 
Gaurav Dua, head - Capital 
Market Strategy & Invest¬ 
ments, Sharekhan. 

“The political uncertainty 
in USA at the time of slow¬ 
down in the economy could 
certainly put further brakes 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The government on Wed¬ 
nesday announced that it 
had reconstituted the Prime 
Minister’s Economic Adviso¬ 
ry Council for a period of 
two years. 

“Government of India has 
reconstituted the Economic 
Advisory Council to the 
Prime Minister (EAC-PM) for 
a period of two years with 
effect from September 26, 
2019,” it said in a statement. 
“Dr. Bibek Debroy and Shri 
Ratan P. Watal will continue 
to be the chairman and 
member secretary, respec¬ 
tively, of the reconstituted 
EAC-PM.” 

The release added that 
the EAC-PM would have two 
part-time members apart 


on the global economic 
growth in the near term,” he 
added. On the domestic 
front, investors turned cau¬ 
tious after Asian Develop¬ 
ment Bank lowered its 
growth forecast for India 
from the earlier projected 
7% to 6.5% for 2019-20. 

Investor sentiment 

The weak market breadth re¬ 
flected the subdued investor 
sentiment on Wednesday as 
more than 1,800 stocks lost 
ground on the BSE as against 
only 718 gainers. Further, as 
many as 238 stocks were 
locked to their lower circuit 
on BSE. Foreign portfolio in¬ 
vestors again ended the day 
as net sellers at nearly £150 
crore with domestic institu¬ 
tions also pressing the sell 
button with net sales of £762 
crore. 


from the two full-time mem¬ 
bers. Ashima Goyal will be 
retained as a part-time 
member and joined by Saj¬ 
jid Chenoy, currently JP 
Morgan’s chief India 
economist. 

“Apart from these two 
full-time members, the EAC- 
PM will have two part-time 
members,” the release ad¬ 
ded. “While Dr. Ashima 
Goel continues to be one of 
the part-time members. Dr. 
Sajjid Chinoy has been 
made as another part-time 
member.” 

What the government did 
not expressly mention was 
that, with this structure and 
appointments, the two dis¬ 
senting members Rathin 
Roy and Shamika Ravi have 
not been retained. 


ASHIS H RUKHAIYAR 

MUMBAI 

The cut in corporate tax 
rates announced by the go¬ 
vernment last week has pro¬ 
vided the much-needed trig¬ 
ger for foreign investors to 
look at fresh investments in 
Indian equities. 

While market partici¬ 
pants believe that it might 
be too early to expect a re¬ 
versal or even a slowdown 
in the outflows, they feel 
that the lower tax liability 
has certainly made the In¬ 
dian market more competi¬ 
tive in terms of attracting fo¬ 
reign capital. 

Last week, the govern¬ 
ment slashed the effective 
corporate tax rate to 25.17% 
and said that new domestic 
manufacturing firms incor¬ 
porated after October 1 
would be eligible for a tax 
rate of 15% without any 
incentives. 

On Monday - the first 
trading session after the tax 
cuts - foreign portfolio in¬ 
vestors (FPIs) were net 
buyers at nearly £2,700 
crore, which was one of the 
highest single-day net pur¬ 
chases by overseas investors 
in recent times. 

While FPIs have been net 
sellers in the following two 
trading sessions, market ex¬ 
perts believe that the tax 
cuts would have a positive 
effect on FPI flows but it will 
take some time for the im¬ 
pact to be visible. 

‘Will take time’ 

“The tax cuts have made In¬ 
dia quite competitive com¬ 
pared to other emerging 
markets,” said U.R. Bhat, 
MD, Dalton Capital Advisors 
India. 

“It has the potential to at¬ 
tract large FPI flows but it 
will take some time. The im¬ 
pact cannot be seen in a few 
weeks but it’s a very good 



starting point,” said Mr. 
Bhat. 

“U.S.-China trade talks 
collapse or the initiation of 
impeachment proceedings 
against the U.S. President 
are big global develo Dments 
and these events will cer¬ 
tainly impact the Indian 
market. But, other things 
being equal, the tax regime 
has become attractive and 
foreign investors would be 
more attracted towards the 
Indian market than earlier,” 
he explained. 

This assumes sign ficance 
as FPIs continued to sell In¬ 
dian stocks even alter the 
government rolled back the 
tax surcharge that was an¬ 
nounced in the Union Bud¬ 
get. 

FPIs were net sellers at 
nearly £7,000 crore bet¬ 
ween August 23 - wlien the 
rollback was announced - 
and September 23 wnen tax 
rate cuts were announced. 

The Sensex regist ?red its 
biggest single-day gai n in ov¬ 
er a decade on September 
20 even as some of the lead¬ 
ing global financial majors 
were quick to rais? their 
Sensex or Nifty targets post 
the tax rate cuts, reff icting a 
renewed bullish outl Dole. 

Citi raised its Marc h 2020 
Sensex target from the ear¬ 
lier 39,000 to 40,50 3 while 
Nomura raised its Nifty 
March 2020 target to 12,545 
on the back of a pote: itial 7% 
earnings increase in 7Y21. 


+ RBI, govt, rebut 
rumours of 
PSB closure 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Following rumours on so¬ 
cial media that 9 public 
sector banks would be 
shut, both the Reserve 
Bank of India and the Fi¬ 
nance Ministry, in separate 
statements dismissed any 
such action. 

“Reports appearing in 
sections of the social media 
about RBI closing down 
certain commercial banks 
are false,” the RBI spokes¬ 
person said in his Twitter 
handle. 

Finance secretary Ra- 
jeev Kumar also took to 
Twitter to post a strong re¬ 
buttal. “No question of 
closing any PSB, which are 
articles of faith,” he said. 

Mr. Kumar added, 
“Rather, govt, is streng¬ 
thening PSBs with reforms 
and infusion of capital to 
better serve its customers.” 


‘Mobile phone export grows over 8-fold’ 

Shipments exceed imports for the first time, says industry body ICEA 



India calling: The country has set a target of making 100 crore 
mobile handsets indigenously by 2025. -s.sivasaravanan 


Listed companies must promptly 
disclose details of default: bourses 

‘Firms should inform CRAs about delayed loan repayments’ 


as per ICEA. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Mobile handset exports grew 
over eight-fold to £1,200 
crore in 2018-19 and exceed¬ 
ed imports for the first time, 
industry body ICEA said in a 
note. 

Handset exports during 
April-July 2019 reached 
around £,000 crore, there¬ 
by creating grounds to hit an 
annual figure of £25,000 
crore in the current fiscal, 
according to the Indian Cel¬ 
lular and Electronics Asso¬ 
ciation (ICEA). 

“The mobile handset ma¬ 
nufacturing industry is con¬ 
tinuing its juggernaut. 800% 
year-on-year growth in ex¬ 
ports has been witnessed 
during 2018-19 over 2017-18 
figures though on a small 
base. This is a humble but ro¬ 
bust beginning for a glorious 
future which bodes well for 
the nation,” ICEA chairman 
Panlcaj Mohindroo wrote in 


the note. 

Total number of handsets 
produced in India reached 
29 crore units valued at £.81 
lakh crore in 2018-19, from a 
precariously placed 5.8 
crore units manufactured in 
2014-15 and valued at 
£8,900 crore with exports 
crashing to almost zero after 
shutdown of the Nokia plant. 


Net zero imports 

The government has set “net 
zero imports” in electronics 
by 2020 under Digital India 
roadmap released in August 
2014. 

For mobile handset seg¬ 
ment alone, the govern¬ 
ment, under the National 


Policy on Electronics 2019, 
had set a target of making 
100 crore mobile handsets 
indigenously by 2025, va¬ 
lued at about £3 lakh crore. 

Out of the 100-crore mo¬ 
bile handset manufacturing 
target, 60 crore units will be 
for exports valued at about 
£ lakh crore. 

“Import of handsets, as a 
percentage of domestic mar¬ 
ket demand, which was ap¬ 
proximately 80% in 2014-15, 
came down appreciably to 
6% in 2018-19 with the sector 
leading towards ‘net zero’ 
import status faster than ex¬ 
pected,” he said. 

He said the mobile hand¬ 
set exports at £1,200 crore 
have exceeded imports of 
handsets in 2018-19 which is 
recorded for the first time ev¬ 
er. “Mobile imports stood at 
£0,000 crore in 2018-19. 
Symbolically, this is a very 
important achievement for 
India,” he said. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Amid the hammering of 
share prices due to loan de¬ 
faults and subsequent ac¬ 
tions by lenders against bor¬ 
rower companies, all listed 
companies have been asked 
to promptly disclose to the 
exchanges all “material de¬ 
velopments” relating to the 
defaults, including about in¬ 
ter-creditor agreements. 

The direction has been is¬ 
sued by the BSE and the NSE 
in consultation with the cap¬ 
ital markets regulator SEBI 
(Securities Exchange Board 
of India). 

More surveillance 

Besides, the two exchanges 
have also announced addi¬ 
tional surveillance measures 
for companies wherein the 
creditors of a listed compa¬ 



ny may have or are in pro¬ 
cess of taking action as per 
the Insolvency and Bank¬ 
ruptcy Code (IBC) or inter¬ 
creditor agreement (ICA) re¬ 
solution process. 

In separate circulars, the 
two exchanges said the de¬ 
velopments related to the 
ICA were likely to have sig¬ 
nificant impact on prices of 
the securities of the listed 


entities, whose asse:s have 
been deemed tD be 
‘stressed’ on account of de¬ 
fault or delay in interest/ 
principal payments. 

With a view to pr Dviding 
for early recognition, report¬ 
ing and time-bound resolu¬ 
tion of stressed assets, the 
RBI, in June, had issued cer¬ 
tain directions to lenders, in¬ 
cluding banks and systemat¬ 
ically important NB 7 Cs, as 
part of its Prudential Frame¬ 
work for Resolution of 
Stressed Assets Directions, 
2019. SEBI has also come out 
with new norms that make it 
mandatory for companies to 
provide details on delayed 
loan repayments and possi¬ 
ble defaults to credi: rating 
agencies. The framework 
would enable credil rating 
agencies to get timely infor¬ 
mation on possible d efaults. 


‘Need to grow at 10% for 
unemployment to go’ 

Target within reach, says Swamy 


Slowdown edges out 112 from India Rich list 

Indian headcount rises to 953 from 831 last year; networth of 344 individuals falls 


Changing fortunes 


Rank 

Name 

Wealth (? cr.) 

Change 

Company 

1 

Mukesh 

Ambani 

3,80,700 

3% 

Reliance 

Industries 

2 

S.P. Hinduja & 
family 

1,86,500 

17% 

Hinduja Group 

3 

Azim Premji 

1,17,100 

22% 

Wipro 

4 

L.N. Mittal & 
family 

1,07,300 

-6% 

ArcelorMittal 

5 

Gautam Adani 
& family 

94,500 

33% 

Adani Ports & 

SEZ 

6 

Uday Kotak 

94,100 

20% 

Kotak Mahindra 
Bank 

7 

Cyrus S. 
Poonawalla 

88,800 

22% 

Serum Institute 
oflndia 


Source: Hurun Research Institute; NFL Wealth Hurun India Rich List 2019 


‘No more discount on fuel 
payment by credit card’ 

‘0.75% cut strained OMC finances’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The economy needs to grow 
at 10% a year - and it can - 
for unemployment to be re¬ 
moved in 10 years, accord¬ 
ing to Member of Parlia¬ 
ment Subramanian Swamy. 

“What the country needs 
is 10% growth annually, 
which is within reach,” Dr. 
Swamy said, while speaking 
at the launch of his book 
‘Reset: Regaining India’s 
Economic Legacy’. “We 
have the potential for it. We 
have a very high savings 
rate, but it is inefficiently 
used.” 

Dr. Swamy went on to say 
that the high level of unem¬ 
ployment today could large¬ 
ly be put down to the poli¬ 
cies implemented by former 
RBI Governor Raghuram Ra- 
jan during his term. 

“Everybody thought 



Raghuram Rajan was highly 
qualified, but he was not an 
economist, he was a finance 
[person],” Dr. Swamy said, 
adding that even in econom¬ 
ics, it was macroeconomics 
that was important to un¬ 
derstand. “He [Rajan] said 
he would have to raise inter¬ 
est rates to control 
inflation.” 

“But this raised the cost 
of capital and so companies 
on the borderline or brink 
collapsed,” Dr. Swamy ad¬ 
ded. “That’s the reason be¬ 
hind the high rate of unem¬ 
ployment we are seeing 
now.” 

Dr. Swamy also said that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had surrounded him¬ 
self with people who either 
did not know their subject 
matter, or did not have the 
courage to tell him the reali¬ 
ties of the situation. 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The economic slowdown 
and rupee depreciation have 
led to significant erosion in 
the networth of Indian billio¬ 
naires, with 344 individuals 
registering a net drop in 
wealth compared to 2018, 
constituting almost 50% of 
Hurun India Rich List 2018. 

A total of 112 individuals 
dropped out from IIFL 
Wealth Hurun India Rich List 
2019, which says the number 
of U.S. dollar billionaires in 
the list has dropped for the 
first time since the inception 
of Hurun India Rich List in 
2012. However, the slow¬ 
down is not as bad com¬ 
pared to that of China, 
where Hurun China Rich List 
registered 266 dropouts. In 
2014, when the NDA govern¬ 
ment took charge, the num¬ 
ber of U.S. dollar Indian bil¬ 
lionaires increased by 60% 
to 109. Interestingly, while 



the number of Indians in the 
list has grown from 831 in 
2018 to 953, the number of 
dollar billionaires has re¬ 
duced from 141 to 138. 

Top for 8th straight year 

Mukesh Ambani, chairman 
of India’s second-most va¬ 
lued firm Reliance Indus¬ 
tries, continues to top the list 



for the eighth consecutive 
year, with a total net worth 
of £80,700 crore. His broth¬ 
er Anil Ambani, the chair¬ 
man of Reliance Group, has 
seen maximum erosion in 
his wealth from £9,500 
crore last year to less than 
£,000 crore this year, forc¬ 
ing an exit from the list. 

London-based S.P. Hindu- 



ja and family, worth 
£86,500 crore, retains the 
second rank in the list. 

With a wealth of £,17,100 
crore, Azim Premji, founder 
of Wipro, rose to the third 
spot. L.N. Mittal, chairman & 
CEO of ArcelorMittal, is the 
fourth richest with a wealth 
of £,07,300 crore. Gautam 
Adani stormed into the top 5 
with a total wealth of 
£4,500 crore, a growth of 
33% over last year. 

While the cumulative 
wealth for this year shows an 
increase of 2% compared to 
last year; the average wealth 
shows a decline of 11%. 

Anas Rahman Junaid, MD 
and chief researcher, Hurun 
Report India, told The Hin¬ 
du, “Slowdown definitely 
has an impact on the rank¬ 
ings of Indian billionaires. 
When the stock market goes 
down, it has direct impact 
on the market valuations of 
these companies.” 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Credit card payments to buy 
fuel at petrol pumps will 
from October 1 not get the 
0.75% discount that State- 
owned oil companies had 
introduced more than two- 
and-a-half years back to pro¬ 
mote digital payments. 

“Dear SBI credit cardhol¬ 
der, as advised by public 
sector oil marketing compa¬ 
nies, the 0.75% cashback on 
fuel transactions will be dis¬ 
continued with effect from 
October 1, 2019,” the coun¬ 
try’s largest bank in a text 
message informed its credit 
card customers. 

The government had 
asked Indian Oil Corp , Bha¬ 
rat Petroleum Corp Ltd. and 
Hindustan Petroleum Corp 
Ltd. to give a 0.75% discount 
on card payments for fuel 
purchases after a wides¬ 


pread cash crunch in late 
2016 following demonetisa¬ 
tion of 86% of currency 
notes in circulation. 

The 0.75% disco mt on 
the value of fuel purchases 
using credit/debit ca xls and 
e-wallets was straining the 
finances of OMCs. 

The government f ad also 
directed OMCs to b ?ar the 
burden of card payment 
charges called mercf ant dis¬ 
count rate (MDR), which is 
usually paid by the retailer. 

However, an indus try offi¬ 
cial said that the disc )unt on 
debit card and other digital 
modes of payments would 
continue. The three fuel re¬ 
tailers paid £,165 crore in e- 
payment discount; and 
£266 crore to banks f< )r bear¬ 
ing MDR, totalling £,431 
crore in 2017-18. In 2018-19, 
the outgo was almost 
£,000 crore. 


• • 
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IRCTC ^645-cr. IPO opens Sept. 30 

Post-issue, government’s stake will come down to 87.5% from 100% now 



IRCTC is the only entity authorised by the Ministry of Railways 
to provide catering services to the railways. ■ ramesh sharma 


Johnson Lifts sets up L125-cr. unit 

Company’s new facility can manufacture 6,000 lifts a year 



Uber to offer accident 
insurance to riders 

NEW DELH 

Ride-ha ling giant Uber said 
it woulc offer free insurance 
to its ric ers in case of 
accidents. Riders will be 
insured For up to lakh in 
case of accidental death or 
disabilit/ and up to ?2 lakh 
for hosp italisation, including 
an OPD benefit of up to 
?50,00 D. Uber, which 
operates in over 40 Indian 
cities, h is partnered with 
Bharti AXA to provide 
insurant e for car rides and 
with Tata AIG for auto and 
Uber Moto rides, pti 

Sachin Bansal picks up 
majority stake in CRIDS 

NEW DELH 

Flipkart co-founder Sachin 
Bansal l as acquired stake in 
Chaitanva Rural 
Intermediation Development 
Services (CRIDS) and infused 
£739 crore into the non¬ 
banking financial company. 
Mr. Bansal will also assume 
the role of CEO. a statement 
said. Founded by Anand Rao 
and San it Shetty, CRIDS 
provide;; credit access to the 
under-banked and a majority 
of its bisiness is in the area 
of micrcfinance, pti 

CG Pov/er board names 
Guha as chairman 

NEW DELH 

CG Pow ir and Industrial 
Solutior s on Wednesday said 
its board has appointed a 
non-executive independent 
director Ashish Kumar Guha 
as its chairman with effect 
from Se atember 25, 2019. 
The board has approved the 
proposal to set up special 
situation committee. 

The broad terms of reference 
of the p anel is to focus on 
operational improvement, 
capital re-structuring, among 
others, pti 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Indian Railway Catering and 
Tourism Corporation 
(IRCTC), the railways’ online 
ticketing, tourism and cater¬ 
ing arm, plans to enter the 
capital market with an initial 
public offer of ^645 crore. 

The public issue will open 
for subscription on Septem¬ 
ber 30 and close on October 
3. The company is the only 
entity authorised by the Mi¬ 
nistry of Railways to provide 
catering services to the rail¬ 
ways, offer online railway 
tickets and packaged drink¬ 
ing water at railway stations 
and trains in India. 

The public offering is part 
of the government’s disin¬ 
vestment programme and 
will lead to the holding by 
the government - which 
holds the stake through Mi- 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MUMBAI 

The National Company Law 
Tribunal (NCLT) on Wednes¬ 
day directed the financial 
creditors of the grounded 
Jet Airways to release some 
interim lifeline funds within 
15 days. 

The lenders had in-prin¬ 
ciple sanctioned Z63 crore 
to the RP (resolution profes¬ 
sional) and SBI, the lead len¬ 
der, had reportedly already 
disbursed its portion of £0 
crore. 

However, other lenders 
such as Yes Bank and Pun¬ 
jab National Bank are yet to 
release their portions. 

Therefore, the NCLT di¬ 
rected the lenders to release 
the amount within 15 days. 

The RP had moved NCLT 


nistry of Railways - declin¬ 
ing from the current 100% to 
87.5%. The company will off¬ 
er nearly 2.02 crore shares in 
the price band of £>15 to 
£120 each. 

The company will also be 


on September 20 seeking di¬ 
rections to the lenders, who 
own 51% in the airline since 
March, to release interim 
funds. 

The lenders had earlier 
approved to sanction ^63 
crore in interim funding to 
meet the day-to-day needs 
and also fees for the RP. 

The RP had informed the 
tribunal that if the interim fi¬ 
nancing is not done in time, 
the corporate insolvency re¬ 
solution process would 
come to a halt. 

Following this, the len¬ 
ders had approved interim 
financing measures. 

The NCLT, had on June 
20, admitted the insolvency 
petition filed by the lenders’ 
consortium led by State 
Bank against Jet. 


offering a discount of HO on 
each share to applicants in 
the retail and employee cate¬ 
gories. 

Since this is an offer for 
sale by the government, 
IRCTC will not be receiving 


PIYUS H PANDEY 

MUMBAI 

Fortum India, a unit of the 
€5-billion Finland-based For¬ 
tum Oyj, plans to set up 300 
MW of solar power capacity 
each year in India for the 
next five years, taking its to¬ 
tal installed capacity to over 
2,100 MW. 

The investment will be 
about £,300 crore per year, 
totalling investments of 
£5,500 crore in the next five 
years. 

Sanjay Aggarwal, MD, For¬ 
tum India Pvt. Ltd. said, “We 
are planning to add 300 MW 
of solar capacity in India ev¬ 
ery year. India is the hub for 
Fortum’s solar expansion. 
We have an installed capaci¬ 
ty of around 700 MW in 
solar.” 

The company has its pa¬ 
rent’s approval for invest- 


any proceeds from the issue. 

IRCTC earns the maxi¬ 
mum revenue (55%) from its 
catering operations followed 
by travel and tourism 
(23.38%), ticketing (12.35%) 
and ‘Rail Neer’ (9.28%). 

53 million users 

Incidentally, the IRCTC tick¬ 
eting website has more than 
53 million registered users 
and about 8.4 lakh tickets are 
booked daily with the annual 
transaction value pegged at 
£16,000 crore. 

For the financial year end¬ 
ed March 31, 2019, the com¬ 
pany reported a net profit of 
£272.56 crore, which was 
higher than the previous 
year’s £220.62 crore. The 
company, which is com¬ 
pletely debt-free, had cash 
reserves of £,140.04 crore as 
on March 31,2019. 


ments of up to €400 million 
in India. 

India’s solar capacity had 
reached 30,000 MW by July 
2019 and the government 
has a target to reach 1 lakh 
MW capacity of solar power 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

Johnson Lifts, a manufactur¬ 
er of elevators and escala¬ 
tors, has set up a new unit at 
Sengadu, near here, to pro¬ 
duce 6,000 lifts per annum, 
said a top official. 

“Foreseeing the growth in 
lift requirement, we have set 
up a new, integrated, fully- 
automated lift factory at Sen¬ 
gadu, by investing £125 
crore,” said V. Jagannathan, 
executive director, Johnson 
Lifts Pvt. Ltd. 

Capacity for 18,000 lifts 

With this unit, the company 
will have four plants in India 
that can collectively make 
18,000 lifts and 1,500 escala¬ 
tors a year. 

“Besides, we have also ex¬ 
panded our Oragadam unit 
with an additional line for 
heavy duty escalators at a 


by 2022 with potential in¬ 
vestments of $100 billion. 

When asked if the target 
of 1 lakh MW by 2022 was 
achievable, Mr. Aggarwal 
said, “We have leapfrogged 
from 400 MW of solar capac- 



V. Jagannathan 


cost of 113 crore to produce 
500 escalators per annum. 
The first line has a capacity 
to produce 600 commercial 
escalators per annum,” he 
said. Asserting the firm had 
not been impacted by the 
economic slowdown, Mr. Ja¬ 
gannathan said the firm was 
aiming at a sales turnover of 
£>,000 crore for FY20 com¬ 
pared with £2,000 crore for 


ity in 2012-13 to over 30,000 
MW now. Last year alone, we 
added over 8,000 MW. I 
think we can can do around 
10,000 MW each year in the 
coming years.” 

Fortum has entered into a 
50:50 joint venture with Nu- 
maligarh Refinery Limited to 
set up a bio-ethanol plant in 
north east with a project cost 
of £,500 crore. The compa¬ 
ny will use bamboo as raw 
material for its bio-ethanol 
plant. 

“The construction of the 
plant has started and the 
project is likely to be com¬ 
pleted by 2021. We will be 
selling the ethanol to Numa- 
ligarh Refinery,” said Mr. 
Aggarwal. 

Fortum is also planning to 
set up electric vehicle charg¬ 
ing stations across India. 


FY19. To a question, he said 
opportunities in govern¬ 
ment schemes, affordable 
housing and smart cities, 
upgradation of railway sta¬ 
tions, airports, infrastruc¬ 
ture projects and leveraging 
tier-II and tier-III cities and 
north eastern States will en¬ 
able the firm to achieve its 
sales target. “Last year, we 
sold 10,000 lifts and 1,400 
elevators and this fiscal, our 
aim is to sell 13,000 lifts and 
1,600 elevators. 

“Besides, we will be en¬ 
tering new overseas mar¬ 
kets,” said Yohan K. John, di¬ 
rector, Johnson Lifts. Albert 
Dhiraviyam, country head, 
marketing, said Johnson had 
orders from Chennai Metro 
Rail Phase-1 Extension work 
for Z33 crore, Mumbai Metro 
for £247 crore and Central 
and Western Railways for 
£197 crore. 

Dvara KGFS 
raises £70 cr. 
from NMI 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

Dvara KGFS, formerly Pud- 
huaaru Financial Services 
Pvt. Ltd., has received an 
equity inflow of £70 crore 
from Norway-based Nordic 
Microfinance Initiative 
(NMI) to expand its 
operations. 

“With the current round 
of funding, we have re¬ 
ceived £167 crore,” said Sa¬ 
mir Shah, executive vice¬ 
chair and group president, 
Dvara Trust. “The funds 
will be used to expand our 
operations, pursue inor¬ 
ganic growth opportunities 
and invest in scaling up 
technology infrastruc¬ 
ture,” he said. 

Dvara KGFS also plans to 
raise £200 crore through 
an NCD issue next quarter. 


NCLT asks Jet lenders 
to release interim funds 

Money must be given within 15 days 


Fortum to add 300 MW solar power annually 

Finnish major’s India arm plans to invest £>,500 crore in the country over 5 years 



Bright sheen: Fortum aims to take its total installed capacity 
to over 2,100 MW. -kommurisrinivas 
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Spy story Stills from The 
Family Man ■ vi jay bate, special 

ARRANGEMENT 



© 


We still think we 
are making a 
movie, just slightly 
longer 


KRISHNA Dl< 
Filmmaker 



‘There’s 

hero-giri 

in the show’ 


Raj Nidimoru and Krishna D K on their 
new Prime Video series The Family 
Man, and creating a homespun 
government agent who banks on the 
system of jugaad 


We were waiting to 
W do a long format 


series 


SUCHETA CHAKRABORTY 

When asked whether their new se¬ 
ries engages with the popular and 
oft-visited espionage genre, Raj Ni¬ 
dimoru, one half of the writer-di¬ 
rector duo popularly known as Raj 
and DK, says,“We didn’t want to be 
derivative by making another spy 
show like another spy show”. Raj’s 
partner-in-hlm, Krishna D K as¬ 
serts that there are no examples in 
popular culture to draw direct pa¬ 
rallels to: “I don’t think there is 
another show like this, with this 
tone, in this subject.” Raj clarifies 
that rather than a conventional spy 


RAJ NIDIMORU 
Filmmaker 


show, their 10-episode 
series is a take on the geo¬ 
political scenario in the 
subcontinent today. Auth¬ 
or Suman Kumar who has a 
keen sense of the geopolitics 
of the country, assisted the 
duo with research and 
plotting and was a great ad¬ 
dition to how they usually 
write. 


Down to earth 

For their show the crea¬ 
tors did not want to rely 
on technologies which are so 
commonly used in spy thrill¬ 


ers. “I don’t even 
know if some of 
them exist,” says 
Raj, “Where you 
could type on your 
laptop and open a 
bank vault so¬ 
mewhere.” The 
idea instead was to 
add a local, native 
flavour and use the 
jugaad system to 
find solutions. 
“There’s no hero -gi- 
ri in the show,” in¬ 
sists DK. “These are 
normal, somewhat 
trained people, rising to 
the occasion and figuring 
out what to do.” Moreover, 
Raj remarks that the biggest 
draw is the humour, an ele¬ 
ment not traditionally associat¬ 
ed with an anti-terrorism show. 


The regular guys 

At the centre of The Family Man 
is someone who, as DK puts it, 


“You see on a train or standing 
next to you at the vada pao stall.” 
He is the common man with the 
regular job. Except, in this case, it 
is that of fighting terrorism. “It’s an 
ordinary guy doing an extraordin¬ 
ary job,” he states. The show 
brings to the fore the stories of 
these middle class heroes who go 
unnoticed and almost never get 
the credit they deserve. “The only 
time that these characters would 
be in the news is if they screwed- 
up. If they do their jobs well, their 
names won’t even be mentioned,” 
observes DK. 

While research involved meet¬ 
ing with real-life agents and even 
an ex-RAW chief, what interested 
the duo more than the classified 
information about operations was 
their personalities, especially how 
they functioned in their daily lives 
and how their families dealt with 
the reality of their professions. 
“We were interested in them be¬ 
sides the plot,” says Raj. Contrary 
to popular representations, the 
creators wanted to highlight the 
mundaneness and the unglamo- 
rous nature of these government 
agents’ lives. 

When it came to casting, both 
Raj and DK declare that Manoj Baj- 
payee was the first actor who came 
to mind, and recall how excited he 
was to play the part when they ap¬ 
proached him. While Bajpayee re¬ 
presents the quintessential com¬ 
mon man, he has also played 
complex, menacing charactersin 
films like Aks and Gangs of Was- 
seypur. “He can switch shades 
within a scene and that was per¬ 
fect for the role,” says DK, express¬ 
ing that the actor is so adept at pre¬ 
senting this kind of duality that he 
was surprised that he had not ex¬ 
perimented with it before. 

On their maiden venture into 
the digital space, Raj says, “You 
have been playing one-day match¬ 
es and now you’re getting to play 
test cricket.” They share that they 
had signed on to do the show with 
Amazon almost three years ago 
when the service was just setting¬ 
up shop in India. “We were waiting 
to do a long format,” says Raj 
speaking of the attention the space 
has been receiving in recent years 
while DK points out that the exact¬ 
ing task of writing an almost eight- 
hour screenplay was perhaps the 
only negative. Having gotten a 
taste for the medium the duo ad¬ 
mits that there is more to come. 
Their approaches however have 
not changed much: “We still think 
we are making a movie, just slight¬ 
ly longer,” they both assert. 


IN OUR BACKYARD 



ABHISHEK GULSHAN 


We know the Small Indian Mon¬ 
goose (Herpestes auropunctatus) 
well from our mythology and folk 
tales. Most of us have been told the 
tale of the mongoose in the Pancha- 
tantra protecting a baby from a 
snake. Unfortunately that story 
doesn’t end well. Seeing blood on 
its mouth the parents thinks the 
mongoose harmed their child and 
kill the animal. 

The Small Indian Mongoose, 
with its little round ears, is an agile 
hunter and has a long snout-like 
face, and short legs that have sharp 
claws. It has brown or grey-grizzly 
fur and lives in abandoned burrows 
or tunnels. Despite the rat-like ap¬ 
pearance, mon¬ 
gooses are not 
rodents. 

Though 
not a dom¬ 
estic animal, 
it acts as a nat¬ 
ural pest con¬ 
troller, feeding 
on rodents and 
insects, maintaining their popula¬ 
tion in a delicate urban ecosystem. 
Popularly called Newala in Hindi, it 
is a generalist omnivore mammal 
that sustains in a variety of habi¬ 
tats, even near human habitations. 

The animal is terrestrial and 
tends to avoid going near water, but 


The quick, brown 

mongoose 

Your friendly neighbourhood pest ridder 

The Small Indian Mongoose is the 
latter. On an uneventful quiet day 
in the city, you might even hear 
their squawk, bark, or growl-like 
calls to announce 
their presence 


does so sometimes to feed on 
Checkered Keelback and on small 
Rat Snakes, common non-veno- 
mous snakes found near sewage 
drains in cities. Historically, mon¬ 
gooses are known to fight and kill 
snakes, both venomous and non- 
venomous, particularly cobras. 
They are adept at this due to their 
speed and agility, sharp teeth and 
specialised receptors on their skin 
which make them relatively tole¬ 
rant to snake venom, though not 
fully immune. 

Wildlife is present even in the 
densest of cities. While certain spe¬ 
cies of animals interact with hu¬ 
mans on a regular level, there are 
other species that may want to 
avoid coming in contact to avoid 
any kind of human-animal conflict. 


to other animals. 

They have a limited prey-base in 
cities, leading them to behave as 
opportunistic hunters, hunting ro¬ 
dents that are on the rise due to in¬ 
efficient garbage disposal. Some¬ 
times they feed on birds and their 
eggs on trees, as they are excellent 
climbers. Their hunting prowess is 
aided by their keen senses of smell, 
sight and hearing, remarkable agili¬ 
ty and reflexes, and the ability to go 
unnoticed. The young mongoose is 
often prey for birds like owls, thus 
maintaining the balance in the food 
chain. The young and old are also 
threatened by dogs. 

Households these days resort to 
chemicals to get rid of rats. The use 
of these is making conditions unfa¬ 
vourable for the mongoose, snakes 
and owls. Even if not consumed di¬ 
rectly, by feeding on rodents that 
have been exposed to these poiso¬ 
nous chemicals, these natural pest 
controllers in our backyards are at 
grave risk. We can reap the benefits 
of the services these creatures pro¬ 
vide so graciously, at not cost what¬ 
soever, if we leave them alone. 

The writer is the founder of NI- 
NOX - Owl About Nature , a nature- 
awareness initiative. He is the Del- 
hi-NCR reviewer for Ebird, a Cor¬ 
nell University initiative , 

monitoring rare sightings of birds. 
He formerly led a programme at 
WWF India. 


PEOPLE 


A TikTok turnaround 


How an NCR-based acting aspirant became a spcken- 
English sensation on TikTok 



Once a practising lawyer in the United States, Sangt eta Jain 
— "older than an average TikTok user" — is now a sta r, 
popularly known as Geet, on the platform. She has 1 wo 
channels on the video platform: on the first, 
@TheOfficalGeet, she puts up motivational, self-caie, and 
self-help videos; on the second, @EnglishWithGeet she 
shares snippet-sized spoken English lessons." Hindi se 
English seekhne ke liye mere saath TikTok par judd jayiye," is 
her consistent sign off. 

Geet, who grew up in Seattle, wanted to be an actor. A 
childhood accident though, paralysed her waist-down. Her 
dependence on a wheelchair had kept her from breE king 
into the film industry. After being back-and-forth between 
India and the U.S., to work with children and at-risk youth 
here, in 2014 Geet participated on a Zee TV reality show, 
India's Best Cinestars Id Khoj. She couldn't make it past the 
dance rounds. 

"With that, the acting keeda had come back again," she 
says. In August 2015, with her brother's encouragement, 
she started her own Facebook Page. But not knowirg what 
would work, she started with motivational videos. 

She took this to TikTok in February last year, while also 
putting up comedy shorts that she made with her 8 7 -year- 
old grandmother. "But to my surprise, it was the 
motivational videos that did better; we had videos c n 
socially relevant topics like domestic violence, saas bahu 
relationships, and confidence. I was getting thousar ds and 
views and comments even within the first few weeks," 
recalls Geet. 

Over time, noticing that her Hindi was weaker than her 
English, which she still speaks with an American accent, her 
audience started writing in with special request to c.arify 
something. And so it began. She started with simple 
vocabulary ("gorgeous" instead of saying "very pret:y") or 
correcting common mistakes (saying "ladies" even f Dr 
singular usage, instead of "lady"). Her mother and 
grandmother starred in the video, acting like two pe ople in 
conversation who didn’t know the right usage. 

Today, Geet (she has about 4.5M followers on Til<Tok, 
51.4I< subscribers on YouTube and 5.4M followers or 
Facebook) also makes videos where she teaches English by 
translating a couple lines from popular Hindi songs. On 
Facebook and YouTube, she does a three-minute long 
series, which she makes and stars in, with other actors. 

Given her legal training in the United States, Geet says 
she believes in the freedom of speech. 
The TikTok suspension for a brief 
time in April by the Madras High 
Court, didn't stop her from 
uploading videos, because 
technically "the app was still 
alive," she recalls, adding that 
"it's been great to see TikTok 
step up too," with init atives 
like Wait A Second To Reflect, 
a campaign that the platform 
started in August, and 
#EduTall< their in-app 
challenge, which starred in 
June. 

"The great thing is that 
the audience [on TikTok] is 
very eager to lea n," says 

r Geet, who puts up three 
to five videos a day 
catering to different 
types of audiences, 
such as lessor s on 
English words for 
kitchen appliances, 
or Hindi slang words 
and their equivalent 
in English. 

VANGMAYI 3 ARAKALA 


PRODUCT 


The island life 



Good Earth recently launched their annual collection for 
the year. Called Maladvipa, the design language is inspired 
from the Maldives and the coral-island life of the Inc ian 
Ocean (mala means garland and dvipa, island). Colours are 
derived from the sea and the land that draws its tropical 
energy from the sun and the ocean. Expect sea jasm ne, 
leafy palms, red hibiscus, on tablewear (bone China md 
ceramics), home decor items and linen. There's also 
recycled glassware (abstract pieces from the bottonr of the 
furnace) and brassware (from old locks). 


At Good Earth stores countrywide, Goodeath.in; T2,0 DO 
upward 

Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in 


5 EVENTS WORTH YOUR WHILE 



DANCE 


Classical 

As part of 11C Double Bill Dance Recitals, there 
will be Bharatanatyam recital by Divya Ravi, a 
disciple of Guru Dr. Soundarya Srivatsa, this 
evening. This will be followed by a Odissi recital 
by Abhayalakshmi, a disciple of Sharmila 
Mukherjee. The event will conclude with a dance 
duet by both the artistes, from Bengaluru. 
venue: C.D. Deshmukh Auditorium, IIC 
time: 6 p.m. onwards 



Mixed media 

Transiting Space is an ongoing solo show of 
paintings by abstract artist Shivani Garg, who is 
showcasing her recent mixed media and canvas 
works. A graduate in commerce, Shivani's 
paintings speaks of construction, destruction, 
and urbanisation. The artworks comprise acrylic, 
charcoal, textures, pen works, on canvas. 
venue: Triveni Kala Sangam, Mandi House 
time: 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 


Dimsum fest 

Lord of the Drinks Noida, a multi-cuisine 
restaurant, has organised a Dimsum festival, till 
the end of September. The menu comprises a 
wide variety to choose from: Truffle Asparagus 
and Corn, Crystal Vegetable Dumpling, Bok Choy 
and Mushroom Dimsum, Chicken Thai Herb 
Dimsum and Shanghai Prawn. 
venue: Garden Galleria Mall, Sector 38 
time: 12 noon -1 a.m. 


An Evening 
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Dance choreography 

The French Institute in India in association with 
St+art India present a dance collaboration 
between French choreographer Ali Salmi and 
renowned Indian choreographer Astad Deboo, as 
part of the Malraux Seminar 2019. Through 
movement, the dancers will explore gravity and 
antigravity in an aerial and anchored dance form. 
venue: Lodhi Art District, Block C, Lodhi Colony 
TIME: 7:30 p.m. 


French documentary 

IHC Film Club will screen a French documenta y, 
Les glaneurs et la glaneuse, this evening, as a 
tribute to the director, late Agnes Varda. The 
film captures the world of French gleaners, as 
they hunt for food, knicknacks, thrown-away 
items, and even their personal connection, to the 
many aspects of gleaning. 
venue: Stein Auditorium, India Habitat Centre 
TIME: 7 p.m. 
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A study in 

scarlet 

Surrounding the scenic city of Visakhapatnam are 
many ecologically-sensitive zones perched along 
the coastline and the Eastern Ghats. Ahead of 
World Tourism Day take a peek into these spots 





■ KR DEEPAK 


Frozen in time The red 
sand dunes; (top) 
natural rock 
formations of 
Thotlakonda 


NIVEDITA GANGULY 

Towering red sand dunes - some as 
high as 40 feet - envelope you in a 
resounding silence at Erra Matti Dib- 
balu near Visakhapatnam. The occa¬ 
sional patch of green trees extends 
out of the sandy hills. Walking 
through the endless, meandering 
maze of these dunes, a rare geologi¬ 
cal occurrence in this part of the 
globe, can be a fascinating expe¬ 
rience, if you have a knowledgeable 
guide along with you. 

Located near Bheemunipatnam, 
the Erra Matti Dibbalu site is more 
than 12,000 years old. It was recog¬ 
nised as a national geo-heritage site 
in 2014 and as a protected site by the 
Andhra Pradesh Government in 
2016. The only other place in the 
country to have a similar stretch of 
red sand dunes is Tamil Nadu, which 
has the Teri dune complex. 

“Sand dunes, like other geologi- 
cally-significant sites in and around 
Visakhapatnam, are Paleo-environ- 
mental indicators and these can give 
vital clues to the past and the future 


for scientists,” says D Rajasekhar 
Reddy, advisor to Geo Heritage Cell 
of INTACH and former professor of 
Geology, Andhra University. 

About 18,500 years ago, a major 
climatic shift took place during the 
Glacial Maximum Age. This pheno¬ 
menon, interestingly, is linked to the 
formation of the red sand dunes. 

“During that period, the sea had 
receded about 50 kilometres from 
the present coastline, with a vertical 
drop of 120 metres. As a result, the 
continental shelf was exposed and 
sand was transported and deposited 
on land,” explains Reddy. Inciden¬ 
tally, the sand was never the shade 
of red (as we see it today) back then. 
“The red colour is a result of geo¬ 
chemical alterations that happened 
over the years,” he states. 

As you walk around the red sand 
dunes, you would notice a peculiar 
characteristic of these hills. The red 
dunes are neither rocky, nor sand¬ 
like, but have an unusual texture 
that binds them together. Only when 
you climb over these dunes and 
walk over the top of this geological 


site can you get an idea of its vast ex¬ 
panse, spread over more than 100 
acres. 

Natural arch 

A little before Erra Matti Dibbalu is 
another geologically-sensitive site, 
perched along the coastline of Thot¬ 
lakonda. 

Here one of the most noteworthy 
geological developments is still in 
progress. Thousands of years of 
wind and sand action along the 


shore has resulted in natural rock 
formations - something that has 
turned into a tourist attraction in re¬ 
cent years. Some are in the shape of 
dunes and others form bridge-like 
arches, seen better during low tide. 
This particular coast also teems with 
marine life, including brown algae 
and the peacock’s tail. 

“This particular spot is a live labo¬ 
ratory for researchers and stu¬ 
dents,” says Reddy. And there is 
plenty of reason to believe so. “This 


natural rock formation is still evolv¬ 
ing with Nature. The formation be¬ 
gan after the last Ice Age at around 
10,000 years ago and is similar to 
the natural rock arch of Silathora- 
nam in the Tirumala Hills,” he adds. 

Wonders in Eastern Ghats 

Moving towards the Eastern Ghats 
belt of Visakhapatnam opens up 
another site of geological signifi¬ 
cance - a volcanic ash site in Araku. 

The Geological Survey of India 
has dated this site to be about 
73,000 years old. Here, a large part 
of land is covered by a 70-centi¬ 
metre-thick sheet of volcanic ashes, 
which moved all the way from the 
Mount Toba volcanic eruption that 
occurred about 75,000 years ago in 
Indonesia. 

“The sites needs to be studied to 
understand the magnitude of the ex¬ 
plosion, climatic condition then and 
how ash traversed such great dis¬ 
tances to settle down in a remote 
corner of India,” says Reddy. “It is in¬ 
triguing and provides a major clue in 
the reconstruction of the geological 
history of the rocks of the region.” 


HOW TO GET THERE 

ERRA MATTI DIBBALU: These 
red sand dunes are Located at 
a distance of 45 kilometres 
from Visakhapatnam. It is 
well connected by buses and 
one can also hire a cab to 
reach there. 

THOTLAKONDA NATURAL 
ARCH: The drive along the 
coastal stretch from 
Visakhapatnam towards 
Thotlakonda Buddhist Site is 
36 kilometres. After crossing 
the site, a signboard 
mentions the presence of 
natural rock formations. Park 
your vehicle at the roadside 
and walk down towards the 
beach to discover these 
geological wonders. 

ARAKU VALLEY: The scenic 
valley is situated at a 
distance of 120 kilometres 
from Visakhapatnam. It is 
well connected by train, bus 
and cabs. 



POOCH CAFE 


PEANUTS 




HAGAR THE HORRIBLE 



ytouve hap for 

|M A I20W/ 



CALVIN AND HOBBES 


1 UlWt UtN?.. 
AH'ttlUNG. 



Ef WAS IdWD OF 
A THUMP. WUl 
' fao Ki \sxm L 

W MAKtSUfcli 
11^ NG>T P+M t- 
THlNG ■5CA.WT 1 


I'LL 

!l 


GO \ GEE? 

OUT THC BOOS.! 1| NjiTUittO 
THn \ OJl HLRk . 

PlETteiC. , OU , _ 



TIGER 



WUIMO 



PEARLS BEFORE SWINE 



OK>iY. 

GO 

AH6AP. 


1$ 

M Off 6 .= 


Y£AH 


BlppiHMrftWS/. 7xy2 
\\*. a t>2.jp\lH:2.27 a & 
Zp*aMno44pJmnef 
lx.3.AE>* 7413210 

OO&pTZ % x-rSpzx AL 

27J‘lSt?OpbT 9 32 9 3 


YOU CQOtP 
PROBABLY 
simplify 
YOOff WIFf 
PASSWORD 


HAUG OH. 
ALMOST 
HALF¬ 
DAY 
QQHt. 



jasgnraggsasaaiBE 


HEALTH CAPSULES^ 

Lvy RrYin JiiTfiith 


WH*T THE ZiUGrfiP- <-ONT EMT 
OF 60ME POPULAR DRTNK.^> 

■Y \\cJW Wk/r.n ^UG-TR * 

T HOLLO YeiLOW 7 jj 

A.l2.LJ£. of M.f L-L o >'Ol_L-OW £ 
DOtY l"H7 1 To CSLOR i ^ 

vf S1CJDCP rhu-r-^i TFWn 


■5 




J REMEiWLJER THIS NEXT .£ 
TIME VOU'RE SHIPPING PCJR 
t-ftlNkS: A 16-0^. COLA bftlNK 
f:ODTrtTN.^ 15 .WGAR 
^22 TllPX 16-07. GCAllG OF 
F_r : WONAD! 50 GW. ^UGrA&LtZ 
TSP). 16-0Z. SWEETENED ICED 
TEA: iO SUGAR T5P}. 

16 0 Z. FRUI 1 SOlCE-- 
46 6-UGaR (11 T6P> 


Hl: 111 I'in.j'. 

ili. 


.-L i111 _111L-_i] I: -1 ■_ 


.ill 


THE GUARDIAN QUICK CROSSWORD-13184 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 














8 








9 


















10 





11 












12 









13 







14 



15 









16 







17 


18 







19 












20 





21 






22 






23 














24 














© GUARDIAN NEWS AND MEDIA LTD., 2016 


audience (7) 

3 Having two distinct 
functions (4) 

4 Handbook(6) 

5 Casually mention 
famous people you 
know (4-4) 

6 Great Lake (5) 

7 Green nut (9) 

10 Stimulate (4-5) 

12 Gesundheit! (5,3) 

15 Spiral pasta (7) 

16 Wild dog-like 
animal (6) 

18 Cloth made from 
flax (5) 

20 Social insects (4) 
23 Turn up earth (3) 


Solution will appear 
in The Hindu dated 
September 27, 2019. 


■ Across 

I Skill with a blade 
( 13 ) 

8 Choose not to vote 
( 7 ) 

9 Social customs (5) 

10 Title given in parts 
of Asia to important 
people (4) 

II Second-largest 
Mediterranean island, 
after Sicily (8) 

13 Descendant of 


French settlers in 
Louisiana (6) 

14 Back scrubber(6) 
17 Rep(8) 

19 Norwegian city, 
formerly Kristiania (4) 

21 Irk (5) 

22 Set on fire (7) 

24 Severe reprimand 
(6-7) 

■ Down 

1 Salt water (3) 

2 Visible to the theatre 


Solution No. 13183 
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SPORT 19 


Dravid to 
depose 



Rahul Cravid. 


■K. MUR \LI KUMAR 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

A high ] profile conflict of in¬ 
terest (COI) issue-related 
hearing will be conducted 
here o i Thursday by the 
BCCI E :hics Officer Justice 
(Retd) D.K. Jain, and atten¬ 
tion will be on one of In¬ 
dia’s nost distinguished 
cricketers, Rahul David. 

The coach and mentor 
of the I idia-A and U-19 was 
recent! j appointed Head of 
the NCA. 

It has been alleged that 
Dravid is on the payrolls of 
India Cements, once-own- 
er of the IPL team Chennai 
Super Kings. COI rules say 
that an individual holding a 
BCCI p< >st cannot be part of 
any other party associated 
with BCCI’s activities. 

Lanka-India 
T20I series 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Sri Lanka will play three 
T20Is against India on Ja¬ 
nuary 5 (Guwahati), Jan. 7 
(Indore) and Jan. 10 (Pune). 
Sri Lanka is the replace¬ 
ment for Zimbabwe which 
was sus pended by the ICC. 



All eyes on the sky as rain looms 

South Africans and BPXI players keen to get some action ahead of the Test series 


V.V. SU BRAHMANYAM 

VIZIANAGARAM 

Rain threat persists as the 
visiting South African team 
and the Board President’s XI 
are scheduled to meet in a 
three-day warm-up game at 
the Dr. PVG Raju Sports 
Complex here from Thurs¬ 
day. 

Rains lashed the town on 
Wednesday morning but re¬ 
ceded by afternoon much to 
the relief of the District Asso¬ 
ciation officials. “If it doesn’t 
rain tonight, then there will 
be a prompt start to the 
match,” said a senior VDCA 
official. 

With the first Test bet¬ 
ween India and South Africa 
scheduled for Visakhapat- 
nam from October 2, this 
match assumes significance 
as it is expected to provide a 
platform for the fringe 
players to raise the bar and 
grab the attention of the na¬ 
tional selectors. 

More so for a player like 
captain Rohit Sharma, who 
had two forgetful outings in 
the T20I series against South 
Africa. The other Test squad 
member who will be the fo¬ 
cus of attention is Mayank 
Agarwal. 

Big match 

In a way, this is a big match 
for players like Priyank Pan- 
chal, Abhimanyu Easwaran, 
Karun Nair and wicketkeep¬ 
er-batsman K. Srikar Bharat 
who, when he last played at 
this venue, scored a century 
against Hyderabad in a Ranji 
Trophy game. 

The 31-year-old Umesh Ya- 
dav, who last played in a Test 


The skipper's here! Rohit Sharma will Look to make the warm-up game count. ■ k.r. deepak 


in 2018 and replaced the in¬ 
jured Jasprit Bumrah in the 
Test squad, should grab the 
chance to get into the groove 
before the first match. 

It is no different for the 
likes of pacers Shardul Tha- 
kur, Avesh Khan and all- 
rounder Jalaj Saxena. 

On the other hand, this 
will be the final opportunity 


for skipper Faf du Plessis, 
vice-captain Temba Bavuma 
and the in-form Quinton de 
Kock to fine-tune their skills 
for the longer format. 

The teams (from): Board Presi¬ 
dent's XI: Rohit Sharma (Capt.), 
Mayank Agarwal, Priyank Pan- 
chal, Abhimanyu Easwaran, Ka¬ 
run Nair, Siddhesh Lad, K.S. Bha¬ 
rat (wl<), Jalax Saxena, 


Dharmendrasinh Jadeja, Avesh 
Khan, Ishan Porel, Shardul Tha- 
kur, and Umesh Yadav. 

South Africa XI: Faf du Plessis 
(Capt.), Temba Bavuma (vice- 
capt.), Kagiso Rabada, Quinton 
de Kock, Dean Elgar, Vernon Phi¬ 
lander, Keshav Maharaj, Dane 
Piedt, Zubair Hamza, Lungi Ngi- 
di, Aiden Markram, Theunis de 
Bruyn, Heinrich Klassen, Anrich 
Nortje, and Senuran Muthusamy. 


SA IN INDIA 


Pant dilemma: To be, or not to be? 

Should he play his natural game or protect his spot? 


No let up: Rishabh Pant has pressure being mounted on him 
with every outing. ■ k. murali kumar 


VIJAY LOKAPALLY 

NEW DELHI 

The relatively new Rishabh 
Pant is already faced with a 
dilemma - should he play 
his natural game or change 
to protect his place in the 
squad? 

Pant has faced criticism 
from various quarters for 
throwing away his wicket 
time and again. 

“I think someone from the 
team-management should 
have a word with him,” em¬ 
phasised Virender Sehwag, 
who played all formats of the 
game with the same 
approach. 

“He should do nothing,” 
insisted Kapil Dev, who was 
known to never compromise 
with his natural flair to strike 
the ball, even if it was the 
first one he faced. 

“For me, he must wait to 
feel the sweet touch of the 
ball on the bat. What is the 
hurry? He has the ability and 
the calibre. It is the tempera¬ 
ment that he needs to work 
on. There is a thin line bet¬ 
ween failure and success. 
You connect the shot and 
you are a hero. If you don’t, 
the same shot becomes your 
nemesis. It’s a tough choice 
to make, but a choice has to 
be made before it is too late,” 
was how Kapil put it. 

Up to him 

Having gone through ups 
and downs in his career, Seh¬ 
wag knew how to deal with 
such situations and criti¬ 
cisms. “I took it philosophi¬ 
cally. That’s what Rishabh 
should also do. He should re¬ 
member that anyone can 
flop. But it’s important that 
he should have the backing 
of the coach (Shastri) and 


captain (Kohli). Also, he 
should decide if he wants to 
keep playing his natural 
game or look to become a 
performer,” said Sehwag. 

The former India opener 
cited two examples for the 
benefit of Pant. “I flopped in 
20 innings before I scored. 
But then I had the support of 
the team-management. I 
could regain form without 
changing my game because 
of that support. Similarly, MS 
(Dhoni) played his natural 
game and India lost a match 
which prompted skipper 
Dravid to speak to him. 

“It brought about a 
change. MS became a per¬ 
former the way Rahul want¬ 
ed him to. Of course, he did 
curtail his natural game and 
learnt the art of finishing the 
game. I think Pant should al¬ 
so look to become a perform¬ 
er. He should concentrate on 
his shot selection. He has 


awesome talent and if he im¬ 
proves his shot selection, I 
am sure he will serve India 
for the next 15 years,” Seh¬ 
wag said. 

Matter of time 

Kapil wanted Pant to “relax” 
and look to contribute con¬ 
sistently. 

“I know he can hit fours 
and sixes at will but there are 
times when you have to be 
judicious. I was dropped 
once (in a Test in 1984) but 
then I could not blame 
anyone. I had given the se¬ 
lectors a chance to drop me. 
Pant should now look to de¬ 
ny anyone a chance to drop 
him. He has it in him and it’s 
a matter of time before he re¬ 
gains his form and confi¬ 
dence. Let’s back him.” 

As for Pant, he is doing 
what he has been asked to - 
play domestic cricket to re¬ 
organise his game. 



KSL a real learning curve: Jemimah 

Says her ability to finish games is the biggest takeaway from the league 



Managing the transition: Jemimah Rodrigues will be keen to 
transfer her gains from the KSL to India's cause, -vijay soneji 


Mixed day for Khade; Shoan shines again 



The sizzler: The 14-year-old Shoan Ganguly has made waves 
at the Asian Age Group meet. 


When s he burst out on to the 
international arena at the 
start o ' 2018, Jemimah Ro¬ 
drigues , then 17, was tipped 
to cany forward the tradi¬ 
tion o' Mumbai’s batting 
from die men’s to the wo¬ 
men’s c ricket arena. 

Thanks to her rich re¬ 
wards in the Kia Super 
League (KSL) in England - 
her maiden appearance in 
an ove 'seas league - Jemi¬ 
mah seems to have justified 
the tag of being the next big 
thing. 

Jeminah’s exploits - 401 
runs al 57.28 with a strike 
rate of 49.62, including a re¬ 
cord ur beaten 112 off 58 balls 
- in England showed that 
the tee: lager has matured as 
a battei. 

But i nore than her record- 
spree, >he stressed that her 
ability i o finish games as her 
biggest learning from the 
KSL sojourn. 

Finish it 

“I used to never finish a 
game. 1 used to bat well and 
not tale it till the end. My 
dad (Ivan, also her coach) 
used to always say that a real 
champ on is the one who 


takes his team to victory. I 
could do it in the KSL. That 
was the biggest learning for 
me,” a bubbly Jemimah told 
The Hindu on Wednesday, 
after persistent rain forced 
the Indian women to cancel 
their training session ahead 


of Thursday’s second T20I 
against South Africa. 

That she was made to bat 
at No. 4 for a better part of 
the KSL - instead of her 
usual position in the top- 
three while playing for and 
in India - helped a great 


deal. 

“To get quick runs, bat 
with the tail, take the res¬ 
ponsibility and see the team 
through was a real learning 
curve. I don’t think I would 
have got that experience 
playing in India.” 

Growing experience 

She admitted that the KSL 
stint was also a “growing ex¬ 
perience” in terms of “get¬ 
ting out of the comfort 
zone.” Her maturity came to 
the fore when she empha¬ 
sised that during her topsy¬ 
turvy ride with the National 
team so far, the “lows have 
helped the most”. 

She admitted that carry¬ 
ing drinks during the Asia 
Cup last year created “self¬ 
doubts about whether I was 
good enough for internation¬ 
al cricket,” but also made her 
“work harder” on her game. 

She may have turned 19 
barely three weeks ago, but 
her clarity of thought proved 
that she was no longer the 
‘baby of the team’, a tag she 
had to abandon during her 
professional commitment in 
England. 

It was, in a way, symbolic 
that with the inclusion of the 
15-year-old Shafali Verma in 
the squad, Jemimah is no 
longer the baby of the team. 


N. SU DARSHAN 

BENGALURU 

It was a bitter-sweet expe¬ 
rience for Virdhawal Khade 
on the second day of the 
10th Asian Age Group swim¬ 
ming championship here on 
Wednesday. He clinched the 
gold in his pet event - 50m 
freestyle - and came within 

O. 04 seconds of matching 
the meet record that he set 
as a teenager way back in 
2009. 

But his dream of bettering 
his personal best of 22.43 to 
inch closer to the Olympic 
Qualifying Time (22.01) A- 
marlc was shattered as he 
could come home only in 
22:59. 

Disappointed 

“Very disappointed,” 
Khade said later. “I should 
have done way better. I got 
too excited and tried to pow¬ 
er through. I got a brilliant 
start I feel, the start I had 
trained for. Usually I pull off 
after the 25m, but it just 
didn’t happen because I 
ruined my technique due to 
over-excitement.” 

The 28-year-old still has 
time till June 29,2020, to get 
the A-mark. But the competi¬ 
tion in Bengaluru was the 
one he had targeted and had 
warmed up well by clocking 
22.44 at the senior Nationals 
in Bhopal earlier this month. 


However, for 14-year-old 
Shoan Ganguly, his maiden 
Age Group championship 
continued to get better as he 
added a silver to the gold and 
two silvers he had won on 
the opening day. In the 
Group II boys’ 400 freestyle, 
he set a new personal best by 
finishing in 4:07.21. Later in 
the evening, he came fourth 
in 200m butterfly, but called 
it his “favourite” 
performance. 

“It will now push me to do 
better the next time,” Shaon 
said later. 

“This is my first Asian 
meet. I just wanted to give 
my best time. Pradeep [Ku¬ 
mar] sir trained us for 4 to 5 
weeks. The camp was a bit 
hard but good. He told me 
that the competition will be 


■SUDHAKARA JAIN 

very hard. [But] it was not as 
hard as expected.” 

Kushagra’s third gold 

Elsewhere, Kushagra Rawat 
added a third gold by win¬ 
ning the 1500m freestyle in 
15:41.54. The two record- 
breaking performances of 
the day came from Thai 
swimmer Srisa Ard Jenjira, 
who lowered the meet’s best 
timings in the women’s 50m 
freestyle and breaststroke 
events. 

The results: Open category: 
Men: Freestyle: 50m: 1. Virdha¬ 
wal Khade 22.59s f 2. Khurshid- 
jon Tursunov (Uzb) 22.96; 3. 
Gharehhassanloo Benyamin 
(Irn) 23.23; 1500m: 1. Kushagra 
Rawat 15:41.54, 2. Chang Cheng 
Li Wei (Tpe) 15:49.85, 3. Kittiya 
Tanakrit (Tha) 16:19.75; Breast¬ 


stroke: 50m: 1. Vladislav Mus- 
tafm (Uzb) 27.68, 2. Denis Pe- 
trashov (Kyr) 28.35, 3. S.P. 

Likith 28.38; Butterfly: 100m: 

1. Wongcharoen Navaphat (Tha) 
54.06, 2. Sajan Prakash, 54.42,J .- j j 
3. Mhah Qali Bbas (Kuw) 55.10; 
400m IM: Klzie Ayman (Syr) 
4:30.22, 2. S. Siva 4:32.11, 3. Ke- 

tin Nuttapong (Tha) 4:37.11. 

Women: Freestyle: 50m: 1. Sri¬ 
sa Ard Jenjira (Tha) 26.16 (NMR; 

OR: 26.29, Yang Xialoin (Chn), 
2015), 2. Khader Baqlah Talita 
Bishara (Jor) 26.37, 3. Junkra- 
jang Natthanan (Tha) 26.51; 
1500m: 1. Junkrajang Nattha¬ 
nan (Tha) 17:39.93, 2. Shivani 
Kataria 17:58.16, 3. Teeka Kata- 
wan (Tha) 18:00.86; Breast¬ 
stroke: 50m: 1. Srisa Ard Jenjira 
(Tha) 32.12 (NMR; OR: 32.46, 
Yekaterina Sadovnik (Kaz), 
2009), 2. Vu Thi Phuong Anh 
(Vie) 33.04, 3. Boonamphai 
Saovanee (Tha) 33.24; Butterf¬ 
ly: 100m: 1. Kittiya Patarawa- 
dee (Tha) 1:02.53, 2. Soun- 
thornchote Suspasuta (Tha) 
1:02.57, 3. Liu Pei Ting (Tpe) 
1:02.94; 400m IM: 1. Pawapo- 
tako Phiangkhwan (Tha) 
5:04.97, 2. Wong Ching Lam 
Athena (Hkg) 5:08.97, 3. Nim- 
dam Kanitta (Tha) 5:12.79. 

Mixed 4x100m medley: 1. Thai¬ 
land 3:39.17, 2. Uzbekistan 
3:41.73,3. India 3:42.56. 

Other Indian medallists (num¬ 
ber indicates position): 

Group I: Boys: Butterfly: 100m: 

2. Tanish George 55.98; Group 
II: Boys: Freestyle: 400m: 1. 
Shoan Ganguly 4:07.21; But¬ 
terfly: 200m: 2. Utkarsh Patil 
2:09.82. 


Warriors ride on Maninder’s shoulders 



Pulling away: Warriors captain Maninder Singh proved 
unstoppable against Titans, -special arrangement 


Improved India goes down to Korea 

A disastrous second quarter after a good start puts paid to the host’s hopes 



Top scorer: Jeena Scaria's efforts were not enough for India 
to challenge the Koreans. ■ k. murali kumar 


UTHR A GANESAN 
JAIPUR 

Maninc er Singh led from the 
front, achieving a personal 
milestcne and single-hand¬ 
edly dragging his team past 
the fini >h line as Bengal War¬ 
riors edged past Telugu Ti¬ 
tans 40-39 to go to the top of 
the tab le in the seventh sea¬ 
son cf the ProKabaddi 
League here on Wednesday. 

It was the second consec¬ 
utive one-point win for War¬ 
riors, Maninder scoring a 
whopp ng 17 of his team’s 
points and going past 150 
touch points for the season, 
stepping forward every time 
his team was in trouble. 

He fi rst changed the game 
by failing a raid but taking 
three lefenders out with 
him in the 14th minute and 
then effecting an all-out two 
raids later. Every time Titans 



managed to win a point, Ma¬ 
ninder would hit back with 
two of his own. 

With a well-rounded de¬ 
fence led by veteran Jeeva 
Kumar that kept the pres¬ 
sure on the opposition, his 
attacks made all the 
difference. 

Siddharth Desai tried 



gamely to counter Manin¬ 
der’s challenge, scoring 15 
points, but despite his best 
attempts - including a super 
raid and an all-out of his own 
- found his team falling 
short in defence. 

Titans, in fact, scored five 
more raid points than War¬ 
riors, most of them coming 



in the last 90 seconds, but it 
was too late. 

Contrasting scenario 

While Warriors have already 
comfortably qualified for the 
playoffs, Titans continue to 
languish in the penultimate 
spot, with its playoff hopes 
all but over. 

The second match saw Jai¬ 
pur Pink Panthers start ten¬ 
tatively but race ahead to a 
comfortable 43-34 win 
against Puneri Paltan. Panth¬ 
ers, who remained in the se¬ 
venth spot, still have a 
chance of qualifying. 

The results: Bengal Warriors 40 
(Maninder Singh 17, Sukesh 
Hegde 5) bt Telugu Titans 39 
(Siddharth Desai 15, Rajnish 6, 
Rakesh Gowda 5, Abozar Moha- 
jermighani 5); Jaipur Pink 
Panthers 43 (Deepak Hooda 12, 
Deepak Narwal 11, Nilesh Sa- 
lunke 7) bt Puneri Paltan 34 
(Pankaj Mohite 14, Manjeet 8). 



ASHW IN ACHAL 

BENGALURU 

India fizzled out after a 
bright start to lose 62-97 to 
Korea in the FIBA Women’s 
Asia Cup Division-A basket¬ 
ball tournament at the Sree 
Kanteerava Indoor Stadium 
here on Wednesday. 

India raised expectations 
of creating a spectacular up¬ 
set, going up 6-0 and 10-2 in 
the opening minutes. Jeena 
Scaria and Anjana Geetha 
ran the floor and found their 
range, while the Koreans 
struggled to find offensive 
rhythm. At the end of the 
first quarter, India held a 22- 
20 lead. 

A disastrous second quar¬ 
ter, however, put India out of 
contention. With tough 
physical play and double¬ 



team defence, Korea snuffed 
out all scoring opportuni¬ 
ties. The home team could 
score only six points, and 
lost all momentum. Korea 
raced to a 44-28 advantage at 
half-time, and never looked 
back. 



Overall, India put up a far 
improved show after the 27- 
103 hammering received at 
the hands of Japan on Tues¬ 
day, but it was not enough to 
prevent a second straight de¬ 
feat. 

India will have to defeat 



Chinese Taipei in its last 
group match on Thursday in 
order to avoid the relegation 
playoff encounter. 

Earlier, Japan, China and 
Australia all registered their 
second successive victories 
of the tournament. 

The results: Group A: Japan 78 
(Maki Takada 19, Ramu Tokashi- 
ki 19, Yuki Miyazawa 15) bt Chi¬ 
nese Taipei 49 (Ling Chuan 
Huang 12); Korea 97 (An Jin 21, 
Hyeyoon Bae 14, Leeseul Kang 
13, Seul Ku 12, Minjeong Kim 11, 
Hyejin Park 11, Jihyun Park 10) 
bt India 62 (Jeena Scaria 14, An¬ 
jana Geetha 9). 

Group B: China 104 (Mingling 
Chen 21, Guo Zixuan 19, Y. Li 11, 
Li Yuan 10, Jiacen Liu 10, Xu 
Han 10) bt Philippines 57 (Afril 
Bernandino 10); Australia 82 
(Ezi Magbegor 14, Darcee Gar- 
bin 13, Abby Bishop 10) bt New 
Zealand 44 (Antonia Edmond¬ 
son 12, Micaela Cocks 10). 
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W orld Championships an important test for Qatar 

Seen as a dress rehearsal to gauge the nation’s preparedness for the 2022 FIFA World Cup 



Facelift: The Khalifa International Stadium is spruced up for the mega event. ■ ap 


i 

AGEN CI FRANCE-PRESSE 

DOHA 

Qatar :s preparing to wel¬ 
come t lousands of fans and 
compel itors for the World 
Athletics Championships 
starting on Friday, an event 
seen a? a staging post to¬ 
wards the 2022 football 
World Cup. 

The 10-day event in the 
capital Doha will be a key test 
ahead (if the football extrava¬ 
ganza in the gas-rich Gulf 
monarchy, although the 
track and field showcase will 
play o'it on a far smaller 
scale. 

World Cup organisers and 
footbal l fans will be anxious 
to see if Qatar can overcome 
problems encountered at a 
recent World Cup qualifying 
fixture, stubborn Doha traffic 
and unfinished public tran¬ 
sport to deliver a smooth 
championships. 

An ongoing diplomatic 
spat between Qatar and sev¬ 
eral ne ghbours could threa¬ 
ten to overshadow the com¬ 
petition, as well as possibly 
dent the numbers of specta¬ 
tors and competitors. 


This is how Qatar has pre¬ 
pared for the tournament in 
key areas: 

Security 

Qatari pro-government me¬ 
dia has heavily publicised re¬ 
cent training exercises 
staged by the US FBI in Doha 


to equip Qatari officers with 
“crisis and disaster manage¬ 
ment” skills. 

The city was ranked the 
world’s second safest by CE- 
OWORLD magazine last 
month behind Abu Dhabi, 
capital of regional rival the 
United Arab Emirates. 


However the Worlds hosts 
will be looking to avoid a re¬ 
peat of chaotic scenes that 
played out during a World 
Cup qualifying fixture bet¬ 
ween Qatar and India earlier 
this month. 

Indian fans with tickets 
were unable to access the ve¬ 


nue and a surge of fans at¬ 
tempted to storm the ground 
during half-time as security 
staff struggled to bring the 
situation under control. 

Venues 

Ahead of the opening cere¬ 
mony, hundreds of volun¬ 


teers were marshalled 
around Doha’s Khalifa stadi¬ 
um by police while techni¬ 
cians hoisted vast lighting 
rigs into place in the venue’s 
intricate lattice-work roof. 

Chief organiser Dahlan al- 
Hamad said at a recent sports 
integrity event in Doha that 
“Qatar is 100 percent ready 
for the championship - we 
are very excited”. 

The stadium, which will 
host most events, was first 
opened in 1976 but totally 
overhauled ahead of a re¬ 
launch in 2017 and has since 
successfully hosted Diamond 
League events. 

The city’s Corniche water¬ 
front will be used for the ma¬ 
rathon, being staged for the 
first time at midnight when 
the temperature will be low¬ 
er. The route will also host 
the men’s and women’s 20 
kilometre race walks and the 
mixed 50 kilometre race 
walk. 

Construction teams 
worked around the clock to 
finish assembling the elabo¬ 
rate scaffold towers that line 
the route’s central reserva¬ 
tion and will support floo¬ 
dlights for the midnight ma¬ 
rathon. 


Qatar has invested heavily 
in transport infrastructure 
since being named 2022 
World Cup hosts in 2010. It 
now boasts one of the 
world’s largest hub airports 
and Qatar Airways is current¬ 
ly rated the best by an indus¬ 
try body. 

But it is unclear if the mul- 
ti-billion-dollar metro sys¬ 
tem’s yellow line will be rea¬ 
dy in time to shuttle 
spectators to the two new 
stations near the Khalifa sta¬ 
dium, al-Aziziyah and Sports 
City, both of which are 
shaped like Bedouin tents. 

In the absence of a rail op¬ 
tion, fans will access the sta¬ 
dium by road. 

The area is already popu¬ 
lar with motorists and home 
to a mall, raising the pros¬ 
pect of traffic jams ahead of 
popular events. 

Officials were pushing to 
overhaul several key bottle¬ 
necks and junctions across 
the city ahead of the high- 
point of the athletics 
calendar. 

Fans 

While the Khalifa stadium 
can hold 46,000 people, it 
will be configured for fewer 


fans during the World Cham¬ 
pionships with organisers 
hoping to attract around 
14,000 spectators to the 
highest profile events. 

Tickets ‘selling well’ 

Tickets are “selling well” ac¬ 
cording to an official, and 
members of Qatar’s expa¬ 
triate work force - Kenyans 
and Americans in particular 
- are expected to turn out. 

It remains to be seen 
though how many fans from 
neighbouring Bahrain, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates will make it to Doha 
for the event. 

The three countries, along 
with Egypt, have enforced a 
boycott of Qatar since June 
2017 and their citizens are 
technically banned from tra¬ 
velling to the peninsula state. 

The Riyadh-led coalition 
accuses Qatar of backing ex¬ 
tremist groups and Iran, 
charges it denies - raising 
the spectre that politics 
could partially overshadow 
the athletics. 

Nonetheless Saudi will 
send three athletes, Egypt 
and the UAE one a piece, and 
Bahrain 14 competitors in to¬ 
tal. 


AT 


LETICS 


Felix eyes a golden track finale 

American legend will be aiming to add to an incredible collection of 25 major medals 


Coleman battling sceptics in Doha 

In the eyes of many he is fortunate to be competing after the testing controversy 



Chugging on: ALLyson Felix says she is not going to be satisfied making up the numbers 
in the final stages of her career. ■ file photo: ap 



collapsed because of a technicality. ■ file photo 


AGEN CI FRANCE-PRESSE 

DOHA 

A warrior on and off the 
track, Allyson Felix is deter¬ 
mined :o go out on her own 
terms us she sets out on the 
final leg of her glittering ca¬ 
reer at :he World Champion¬ 
ships this week. 

After 16 years at the pinna¬ 
cle of her sport, the 33-year- 
old American has accumu¬ 
lated more World Cham- 
pionsh p and Olympic 
honour s than any other 
track and field athlete in his¬ 
tory. In Doha, she will be 
aiming to add to an incredi¬ 
ble coll action of 25 medals, a 
dazzling haul that includes 
six Olympic golds and 11 
World Championship titles. 

The Worlds mark the start 
of whal is in all probability a 
year-long lap of honour, with 
Felix eyeing a golden fare¬ 
well at what will be her fifth 
Olympi cs in Tokyo next year. 

Felh will travel as part of 
the US relay pool as they 
look to defend the 4x400m 
title the y won in London. 

Determined 

Felix though says she is not 
going to be satisfied making 
up the numbers in the final 
stages of her career, and is 
determined to compete in 
Tokyo r text year in the indivi¬ 


dual 400m. “I think it would 
be crazy for me to say that I 
was disappointed,” Felix said 
after her sixth place finish at 
the US trials. 

“I have my health, I have 
my family, I couldn’t ask for 
more than that. And I am 
able to still do what I love. I 
want to be back at the Olym¬ 
pics,” Felix said. “I want that 
more than anything. I want 
to go out on my terms. A lit¬ 
tle sacrifice here or there, I 
believe it will be worth it.” 

Felix has also emerged as 
a leading voice for the rights 


of women athletes. 

In May, she denounced 
long-time sponsors Nike over 
the company’s maternity 
practices, calling for greater 
support for female athletes 
who take time off from the 
sport to have children. 

“If we have children, we 
risk pay cuts from our spon¬ 
sors during pregnancy and 
afterward,” Felix wrote in a 
New York Times editorial. 
“It’s one example of a sports 
industry where the rules are 
still mostly made for and by 
men.” 


The effects of Felix’s criti¬ 
cisms were striking. Nike 
swiftly changed its policy, 
vowing to ensure no female 
athlete is adversely impacted 
financially by pregnancy. 

Felix meanwhile signed a 
new sponsorship deal with 
the Athleta leisurewear com¬ 
pany. “They’re excited to ce¬ 
lebrate me as a whole ath¬ 
lete. That’s not just my 
performance, but being a 
mother and an activist as 
well,” Felix told the Washing¬ 
ton Post in a recent 
interview. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

DOHA 

Christian Coleman arrives at 
the World Championships as 
the heavy favourite for the 
100m gold after an impres¬ 
sive season that has seen him 
clock a world-leading 9.81s. 

But while the 23-year-old 
has left most of his rivals 
trailing firmly in his slip¬ 
stream this year, he may find 
sceptics harder to shake off. 

In the eyes of many, Cole¬ 
man, the 2017 Worlds silver 
medallist over 100m, is ex¬ 
tremely fortunate to even be 
competing in Doha. 

In August, the athletics 
world was rocked by news 
that Coleman had registered 
three drug-testing “wherea¬ 
bouts” failures in a 12-month 
period - an offence usually 
regarded as equivalent to a 
failed drug test and followed 
by a ban of up to two years. 

Yet with Coleman facing 
the very real possibility of a 
suspension that would have 
barred him from competing 
at the Worlds and next year’s 
Olympics, the case collapsed 
this month because of a 
technicality. 

At first glance, it appeared 
to be an open and shut case. 

Coleman had recorded his 
first whereabouts failure on 
June 6 last year, before two 


more offences on January 16 
and April 26. However the 
United States Anti-Doping 
Agency (USADA) abruptly 
withdrew the charges 
against Coleman on Sept. 2 
after a review of the rules re¬ 
garding how the 12-month 
window should be 

calculated. 

Under an obscure regula¬ 
tion in the International 
Standard for Testing and In¬ 
vestigations (ISTI) guide¬ 
lines, Coleman’s first missed 
case in June last year should 
have been backdated to the 
first day of that quarter, mak¬ 
ing the formal date of the 


first offence April 1,2018. 

‘Nobody’s perfect’ 

That meant the dates of the 
three offences fell outside 
the required 12-month time 
frame for a doping offence to 
have occurred - leaving Co¬ 
leman in the clear and free to 
compete in Doha. 

Coleman responded to 
the news by demanding an 
apology from USADA, accus¬ 
ing the anti-doping body of 
smearing his reputation and 
insisting he had always been 
a clean athlete. “I have never 
failed a drug test and never 
will,” Coleman said. “They 


didn’t know their own rules 
- they expect athletes to 
know the rules but they can’t 
follow their own.” 

Coleman explained the 
three whereabouts failures 
as simply innocent mistakes, 
blaming his anxiety and last- 
minute schedule changes for 
his failure to update his loca¬ 
tion information. “People 
don’t realise how easy it is to 
miss tests,” Coleman said. 
“People out there calling me 
an idiot, or I’ve gotta be stu¬ 
pid to miss tests. I don’t 
know what people look ath¬ 
letes at, but nobody’s per¬ 
fect. People make mistakes.” 


Rohit up to eighth in T20 rankings 

Kohli and Dhawan inch closer to top 10 


UEFA reveals 
venue for 
CL final 


A step up for Eziyoda 

The Nigeria-born Australian 
is set for WNBA move 


ICC RANKINGS 


AGEN CI FRANCE-PRESSE 

LJUBLJAt A 

The 2021 UEFA Champions 
League final will be played 
in Sain: Petersburg, Euro¬ 
pean football’s governing 
body announced on 
Tuesday 

The venues for the next 
three finals were revealed 
at UEFA’s Executive Com¬ 
mittee meeting in the Slo¬ 
venian capital Ljubljana, 
with M Linich being award¬ 
ed the 2022 showpiece and 
the 2023 final being given 
to Wembley. 

In awarding the venues 
for the next three years, 
UEFA Las had to take into 
account not just the likely 
deman 1 for match tickets 
but also the importance of 
hotel rooms and transport 
infrastructure. 

Meanwhile, UEFA also 
revealed that the 2021 Eu- 
ropa League final will be 
played n Seville. The Span¬ 
ish city was chosen ahead 
of Georgian capital Tbilisi 
as the game returns to 
western Europe, next 
year’s final will go to the 
Polish city of Gdansk. 

The 2021 UEFA Super 
Cup mitch -between the 
winner of the Champions 
League and Europa League 
-will be played in Belfast. 



BASKETBALL 


ASHW IN ACHAL 

BENGALURU 

Australian basketball player 
Eziyoda Magbegor made the 
headlines earlier this year 
when she was picked 12th in 
the WNBA draft, by Seattle 
Storm. 

It has been an interesting 
journey thus far for the 20- 
year-old Eziyoda. She was 
born in New Zealand, and 
moved to Australia with her 
Nigerian parents at the age 
of six. Her interest in basket¬ 
ball was sparked early, 
when she followed her elder 
siblings to basketball prac¬ 
tice at a local club near 
Melbourne. 

“My parents worked 
hard, driving us four chil¬ 
dren everywhere to make 
sure we played basketball. I 
am lucky to have great pa¬ 
rents. Later on, we played 
pretty much all over Victo¬ 
ria. Those were some long 
drives,” Eziyoda said here 
on Wednesday, after Austra¬ 
lia put it across New Zealand 
in the FIBA Women’s Asia 
Cup basketball tournament. 

Eziyoda’s talents were 
first noticed in Australia’s 
victorious 2016 FIBA un- 
der-17 world championship 




Eziyoda Magbegor. 

■K. MURALI KUMAR 


campaign, where she was 
named the ‘Most Valuable 
Player’. Eziyoda has since 
bagged professional con¬ 
tracts in the WNBL, first 
with Canberra Capitals and 
then with Melbourne 
Boomers. 

While the imminent 
move to the United States of 
America is exciting, Eziyo¬ 
da’s immediate focus is on 
the continental champion¬ 
ship here. “Playing in the 
Asia Cup is a great expe¬ 
rience. The WNBA will be a 
lot more physical, so you 
have to be ready to match 
up,” she said. 



PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

DUBAI 

Rohit Sharma moved up a 
place to World No. 8 while 
Virat Kohli and Shikhar Dha¬ 
wan inched closer to a 
top-10 spot in the latest ICC 
T20 Rankings for batsmen 
released on Wednesday. 

Kohli’s unbeaten 72 in the 
second T20I of the three- 
match series against South 
Africa, has seen him gain 
one spot and reach 11th in 


FOOTBALL 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Indian football team head 
coach Igor Stimach on Wed¬ 
nesday said he wants all his 
players to be fully fit for the 
World Cup qualifying round 
match against Bangladesh at 
Kolkata on on Oct. 15. 

India had played out a 
goal-less draw against Qatar 
in Doha on Sept. 15 in its se¬ 
cond match of World Cup 
qualifiers round 2. India will 
take on Bangladesh on Oct. 
15 in Kolkata. “We still have 
some uncertainties with 



the list while Dhawan moved 
up three places to 13th after 
scores of 40 and 36. 

Rohit is tied eighth with 
England’s Alex Hales. Both 
batsmen have 664 points. 

In the bowlers’ ranking, 
Washington Sundar is the 
top-ranked Indian. He 
moved eight spots to 50th. 

The latest rankings take 
into account the India-South 
Africa series, the Bangla¬ 
desh tri-series featuring Af¬ 
ghanistan and Zimbabwe, as 
well as the Ireland, Scotland, 
Netherlands tri-series. 



IgorStimac. -reuters 


small injury problems with 
few players. The Bangladesh 
game is going to be very dif¬ 
ferent from the last one 
against Qatar. We need all 
the players to be fully fit, and 



Afghanistan’s Hazratullah 
Zazai and Scotland’s George 
Munsey achieved new highs 
for their respective teams. 
Fifth-ranked Zazai’s 727 
points are the highest by an 
Afghanistan batsman while 
21st-ranked Munsey became 
the first Scotland batsman to 
reach 600 points after scor¬ 
ing an unbeaten 127 off just 
56 balls against the Nether¬ 
lands before dropping to 585 
at the end of the series. 

South Africa’s Quinton de 
Kock moved up from 49th to 
30th. 


ready for the day,” Stimac 
said. 

The probables: Goalkeepers: 

Gurpreet Singh Sandhu, Amrin- 
der Singh, Kamaljit Singh. 
Defenders: Pritam Kotal, Nishu 
Kumar, Rahul Bheke, Sandesh 
Jhingan, Adil Khan, Narender, 
Sarthak Golui, Anas Edathodi- 
ka, Anwar Ali (Jr.), Mandar Rao 
Dessai, Subhasish Bose, Jerry 
Lalrinzuala. Midfielders: Udan- 
ta Singh, Nikhil Poojary, Vinit 
Rai, Anirudh Thapa, Abdul Sa- 
hal, Raynier Fernandes, Bran¬ 
don Fernandes, HaLicharan Nar- 
zary, Lallianzuala Chhangte, 
Ashique Kuruniyan. 

Forwards: Sunil Chhetri, Bal- 
want Singh, Manvir Singh, Fa- 
rukh Choudhary. 


Fitness key to Bangladesh tie: Stimac 


Divij & Sitak bow out 

Nagal beats Sakamoto 


INDIANS ABROAD 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

ZHUHAI (CHINA) 

Divij Sharan and Artem Si¬ 
tak of New Zealand lost 7-6 
(2), 6-4 to second seeds 
Luke Bambridge of Britain 
and Ben Mclachlan of Japan 
in the doubles pre-quarterfi¬ 
nals of the $1,000,000 ATP 
tennis tournament here on 
Wednesday. Divij shared 
$4,900 with the Kiwi. 

In the Challenger in Bue¬ 
nos Aires, seventh seed Su- 
mit Nagal beat Pedro Saka¬ 
moto of Brazil 6-7(2), 6-4, 
6-3 in the second round and 
will play Jose Hernandez- 
Fernandez of Dominic Re¬ 
public in pre-quarterfinals. 

In the Challenger in 
France, seventh-seeded 
Gregoire Barrere of France 
downed Ramkumar Rama- 
nathan 7-5,6-4 in the second 
round. 

The results: $1,000,000 ATP, 
Zhuhai: Doubles (pre-quarter- 
finals): Luke Bambridge (GBR) 
& Ben Mcachlan (Jpn) bt Artem 
Sitak (Nzl) & Divij Sharan 7-6 
(2), 6-4. 

€137,560 Challenger, Orleans: 
Second round: Gregoire Bar¬ 
rere (Fra) bt Ramkumar Rama- 
nathan 7-5, 6-4. 

€54,160 Challenger, Buenos 
Aires: Second round: Sumit 
Nagal bt Pedro Sakamoto (Bra) 
6-7(2), 6-4, 6-3. 


$25,000 ITF men, Oliveira De 
Azemeis, Portugal: First 
round: Yannick Mertens (Bel) 
bt Terence Das 6-2, 2-6, 6-2. 
$15,000 ITF men, Nanchang, 
China: First round: Anirudh 
Chandrasekar bt Xian Yao Zhou 
(Chn) 6-4, 6-1; Ray Ho (Tpe) bt 
Kaza Vinayak Sharma 6-4, 6-3. 
Doubles (pre-quarterfinals): 
Vasisht Cheruku & P.C. Vignesh 
bt Taisei Ichikawa & Seita Wa- 
tanabe (Jpn) 6-4, 6-7(4), 
[10-5]; Chukang Wang & Zihao 
Xia (Chn) bt Pol Wattanakul 
(Tha) & Nitin Kumar Sinha 6-2, 
6 - 1 . 

$15,000 ITF men, Cairo: First 
round: Dhruv Sunish bt Joshua 
Luck (RSA) 4-6, 6-2, 6-4. 
$15,000 ITF women, Anning, 
China: First round: Sakura 
Hondo (Jpn) bt Soha Sadiq 6-1, 
3-6, 6-2. 

$15,000 ITF women, Cairo: 
First round: Anastasia Zolota¬ 
reva (Rus) bt Saumya Vig 6-1, 
6-3. 

$15,000 ITF women, Johan¬ 
nesburg: First round: Stepha¬ 
nie Kent (USA) bt Sri Vaishnavi 
Peddi Reddy 7-6(3), 6-2; Ash- 
mitha Easwaramurthi bt Nicole 
Viljoen (RSA) 6-4, 6-0. 
Doubles (pre-quarterfinals): 
Maria Vittoria Viviani (Ita) & 
Zeel Desai bt Amonette Theron 
& Nicole Viljoen (RSA) 6-2, 
6-2; Demi Tran (Ned) & Ash- 
mitha Easwaramurthi bt Vivian 
Mayumi Toma (Bra) & Sri Vaish¬ 
navi Peddi Reddy 6-2, 6-2. 

Marne Dercksen & Isabella 
Weatherhead (RSA) bt Shan¬ 
non Cox (RSA) & Snehal Mane 
6-1, 2-6, [14-12]. 


• • 
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Rugby World Cup: Sony Ten 
2 (SD & HD), 4 p.m. 

India Women vs South 
Africa Women: 2nd T20I, 
Star Spc rts 3, 7 p.m. 

PKL: Star Sports 1 & 2 (SD & 
HD), 7.30 p.m. 

Serie A: Sony Ten 2 (SD & 
HD), 12.30 a.m. (Friday) 



Djokovic to play in Tokyo 
after si oulder injury 

BELGRADE 

World No. 1 Novak Djokovic, 
forced c ut of the US Open 
with a shoulder injury, is back 
in training and will play in 
Tokyo n ixt week, a member 
of his press team said. The 
32-year- old Serbian star has 
"started to train and the 
situation with his shoulder is 
a bit belter", the 
spokesperson said. His return 
means he could play out the 
season ; nd hold off a 
challenge to his top ranking 
from US Open winner Rafael 
Nadal. afp 



Advani-Mehta pair wins tide 

The former takes his tally to 23 while it’s the maiden crown for the latter 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MANDALAY (MYANMAR) 

The Indian duo of Pankaj Ad- 
vani and Aditya Mehta over¬ 
came a tough Thai team to 
emerge World champions in 
the IBSF World snooker 
team event, here on 
Wednesday. 

This takes Advani’s world 
title tally to a phenomenal 23 
while Aditya claimed his 
maiden at a time when his 
future is being doubted due 
to health issues. 

For Advani, this win has 
ensured that his name is 
now there on every IBSF 
World title on offer. He had 
won the world billiards 
event here last week. 

“I’m absolutely excited to 
win my first World title. All 
the years of hard work and 
struggle has finally paid off,” 
said Mehta. 

“It’s a dream trip for me 


Winning combo: Pankaj Advani and Aditya Mehta overcame a tough Thai to emerge World 
champions in the IBSF World snooker team event -courtesy ibsf 


as I return from Myanmar in 
under 3 weeks with 2 World 
championship gold medals 
and a bronze (which he got 
in the world 6-red snooker 
event). I’m over the moon to 
have won the only missing 


World title on my list and 
this win is very special for 
that reason. 

“It’s been a long but satis¬ 
fying outing. Having to 
switch from billiards to 
snooker in a day and to come 


out on top is a reassurance 
that specialising in two 
sports is indeed achievable.” 

The result: India-1 beat Thai- 
land-2 5-2 (65-31, 9-69, 74 
(55)-8, 21-64, 55-44, 72(52)- 
23, 83-9). 


WORLD SNOOKER 


Belihu, Gemechu to defend titles 


DELHI HALF MARATHON 


ANAN T KAUR 
NEW DELHI 

Ethiopia’s Andamlak Belihu 
and Tsehay Gemechu will 
defend their titles at the Air- 
tel Delhi Half Marathon on 
October 20th. 

Last year Belihu won in 
59:18 seconds, but missed 
out on the course record of 
59:06 held since 2014 by 
compatriot Guye Adola. 

Belihu, who won the TCS 
World 10K in Bengaluru this 
year, reflected on the last 
year’s race saying “imme¬ 
diately after last year’s race I 
said that I was going to come 
back to Delhi in 2019 as I had 
unfinished business with the 
course record and I am 
keeping my promise.” 

Hagos Gebrhiwet, winner 
of the 5000m World cham¬ 
pionships medals in 2013 
and 2015, will be the man to 
watch. The fastest man on 
view will be Erick Kiptanui, 
who won the Barcelona Half 
Marathon earlier this year. 
Last year, the Kenyan, se¬ 
venth on the all-time list, 


had won two half marathons 
in Lisbon and Berlin, where 
he recorded his personal 
best of 58:42. 

Gemechu, who set the 
women’s course record of 
66:50 last year, will be 
joined by Caroline Kipkirui, 
the fastest woman in the 
elite field. The Kenyan-born 
runner, who now represents 
Kazakhstan, had set a perso¬ 
nal best of 65:07 in the 2018 
Ras Al Khaimah Half 
Marathon. 

The women’s race will al¬ 


so have a promising debu¬ 
tant in Ethiopia’s Letesenbet 
Gidey. She is a two-time win¬ 
ner of the IAAF World Cross 
Country Championships 
U-20 race. 

The Procam International 
joint managing director, Vi- 
vek Singh, said, “We are ex¬ 
cited to have both our de¬ 
fending champions back. 
The fact that they may be on 
the start line in Delhi, with 
medals from Doha to their 
name, will enhance the 
events profile and appeal.” 



Unfinished business: Andamlak Belihu is confident of 
bettering the course record. ■ k. murali kumar 



Shayna Jack struggling 
with dr jg probe 

SYDNEY 

Australian swimmer Shayna 
Jack has claimed she could 
have to A/ait nine months for 
a chance to prove her 
innocen :e, after testing 
positive to a banned 
substan :e. Jack, part of 
Australia's 4x100m freestyle 
team th it set a world record 
last year, tested positive 
outside zompetition to the 
banned muscle-building drug 
Ligandrol in June. In her first 
public comments since 
meeting with Australian 
Sports Anti-Doping Authority 
(ASADAi officials in early 
August, Jack wrote in an 
Instogram post late on 
Tuesday that the uncertainty 
surrounding the lengthy drug 
probe and her swimming 
future had taken its toll, afp 



Guardiola defends 
Bernardo over 
Mendy tweet 


PRESTON ( JNITED KINGDOM) 

Pep Guzrdiola insisted that 
Bernard a Silva is not guilty of 
racism ever a tweet the 
Manche ;ter City star sent to 
his tearr -mate Benjamin 
Mendy. The English Football 
Associal ion has written to the 
Premier League champion 
requesting its observation 
after Sil/a posted pictures on 
social media on Sunday 
comparing Mendy to the 
character on a packet of 
Conguitas chocolates, afp 



Pochet ino having a 
difficul: time with his team 


COLCHESTI R (UNITED KINGDOM) 

Mauricio Pochettino claimed 
his struggling Tottenham side 
is "unse tied" after it 
sufferec an embarrassing 
League Zup third-round 
defeat at fourth-tier 
Colches :er on Tuesday. 

"When you have an unsettled 
squad always it's difficult and 
you lose time and then you 
need time to recover the time 
you lose," he admitted, afp 

Hammc r champion 
Nazarov fails doping test 

DOHA 

Olympic hammer throw 
champion Dilshod Nazarov of 
Tajikistan has been 
tempor; rily suspended after 
one of his samples from the 
2011 wcrld athletics 
championships failed a 
doping letest, the Athletics 
Integrity Unit (AIU) 
announced on Tuesday. His 
sample collected during that 
competition was positive for 
the ster Did turinabol, the AIU 
said. Na :arov's 2016 title is 
the onb gold medal in 
Tajikistan's Olympic history. 

AFP 


Kashyap advances 

Sindhu, Sai Praneeth, Saina crash out 



Advancing: P. Kashyap was the lone Indian to survive the first 
round. - file photo: rajeevbhatt 


KOREA OPEN 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

INCHEON 

P. Kashyap was the lone In¬ 
dian to survive in the singles 
event after star shuttlers P.V. 
Sindhu, Saina Nehwal and B. 
Sai Praneeth made first 
round exits at the Korea 
Open badminton tourna¬ 
ment here on Wednesday. 

Kashyap registered a com¬ 
fortable 21-16, 21-16 over Lu 
Chia Hung of Chinese Taipei 
in a men’s singles match that 
lasted 42 minutes. 

The first round casualties 
for India included World 
Champion Sindhu, who 
bowed out of the tourna¬ 
ment after going down 7-21, 
24-22, 15-21 at the hands of 
USA’s Beiwen Zhang, Sai Pra¬ 
neeth and Saina - both re¬ 
tired hurt in their respective 
first round matches. 

World Championships 
bronze-medallist Sai Pra¬ 
neeth was trailing 9-21, 7-11 


when he conceded the 
match to fifth-seeded An¬ 
ders Antonsen of Denmark 
due to an ankle injury. 

London Olympic bronze 
medallist Saina was trailing 
21-19, 18-21 and 1-8 against 
South Korea’s Kim Ga Eun 
when she was forced to 
retire. 

Saina’s husband and per¬ 


sonal coach Kashyap said 
she retired because of gas¬ 
troenteritis problem. 

“It seems she had a re¬ 
lapse of the gastroenteritis 
that bothered her early in 
the year. She was feeling diz¬ 
zy and vomited yesterday. In 
fact, she went to the stadium 
straight from the hospital,” 
he said. 


Barca hangs on to beat Villarreal 

Victory marred by an injury to Messi 


EURO LEAGUES 



Heady stuff: Antoine Griezmann slipped in between the 
Villarreal defensive line to score Barcelona's opener, -afp 


Coe re-elected 
IAAF chief 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

DOHA 

Britain’s Sebastian Coe was 
re-elected unopposed on 
Wednesday as president of 
the IAAF for a second term. 

Coe, 62, is a former 
Olympic and world cham¬ 
pion middle-distance run¬ 
ner. 

Sumariwalla in 
IAAF council 

Athletics Federation of In¬ 
dia (AFI) president Adille 
Sumariwalla was on Wed¬ 
nesday re-elected as the 
member of the IAAF Coun¬ 
cil for a second four-year 
term. He received 121 votes 
to get elected as one of the 
13 individual members of 
the IAAF Council. 

Indian track and field le¬ 
gend P.T. Usha was present¬ 
ed the Veteran Pin by the 
world athletics governing 
body, in recognition of her 
contribution to the growth 
of sport. She was one of 
three from Asia to receive 
the honour. 


REUT ERS 

BARCELONA 

Barcelona secured a much- 
needed 2-1 victory at home 
to Villarreal in La Liga on 
Tuesday, racing into a two- 
goal lead inside 15 minutes 
before hanging on after Santi 
Cazorla halved the deficit on 
the stroke of halftime. 

The victory was marred 
by the sight of Barca talis¬ 
man Lionel Messi, making 
his first start of the season, 
receiving lengthy treatment 
for a blow to his thigh in the 
first period before being re¬ 
placed at halftime by Ous- 
mane Dembele. 

Antoine Griezmann head¬ 
ed Barcelona in front after 
six minutes, darting in at the 
near post to meet a Messi 
corner. 

Brazilian Arthur doubled 
the lead with a spectacular 
strike from distance as it ap¬ 
peared the Catalans would 
put their recent troubles be¬ 


hind them. 

Cazorla’s long-range effort 
left home keeper Marc- 
Andre ter Stegen red-faced 
as he misjudged the swerv¬ 
ing shot to allow the visitor 
back into the game before 
Barcelona held on. 

Juventus came from be¬ 
hind to go top of Serie A with 
a 2-1 win at Brescia on Tues¬ 
day as Mario Balotelli 
marked his return to Italian 


top level football. 

The results: 

La Liga: Valladolid 1 (Plano 12) 
drew with Granada 1 (Fernan¬ 
dez Luna 42); Real Betis 3 (Mo¬ 
ron 45+3, 48, Iglesias 67) bt 
Levante 1 (Hernani 7); Barcelo¬ 
na 2 (Griezmann 6, Arthur 15) 
bt Villarreal 1 (Cazorla 44). 

Serie A: Verona 0 drew with 
Udinese 0; Brescia 1 (Donna- 
rumma 4) lost to Juventus 2 
(Chancellor 40-og, Pjanic 63). 


Sakura for F.K. Irani 
Memorial Trophy 


Karthik, Vignesh star in TN’s massive win 

Vignesh and Mohammed make short work of Services 



Guiding hand: Dinesh Karthik was in his element again, 
scoring 95 off 91 deliveries. - pti 


Vijay Hazare Trophy scores 


mysuru: Sakura, who has been 
well prepared, is expected to 
score in the F.K. Irani Memorial 
Trophy (1,400m), the feature 
event of the races to be held here 
on Thursday (Sept. 26). False 
rails (width about 6.5m from 
1,600m to the winning post) will 
be in position. 

I SON OF THE LIGHT PLATE 
(Div. II), (1,400m), rated 00 to 
25, 1-30 p.m.: 1. Bazinga (3) K. 
Raghu 60, 2. Je Ne Sais Quoi (4) 
Irvan 60, 3. Star Binder (2) C. 
Umesh 59.5, 4. Blackhawk (8) S. 
Shareef 59, 5. Cherie Amour (7) 
R. Anand 57.5, 6. South Bell (12) I. 
Chisty 57.5, 7. Global Ruler (10) 
Adarsh 56.5, 8. Irish Prince (1) J. 
Paswan 56.5, 9. Shivalik Show (6) 
Chetan IC 56.5,10. Swiss Tigress 
(5) Rajesh K 56.5, 11. Natalie (9) 
Chetan G 55.5 and 12. Sultana (11) 
Arshad 55.5. 

1. SOUTH BELL, 2. JE NE SAIS 
QUOI, 3. BLACKHAWK 

2 SECUNDERABAD PLATE 
(1,600m), rated 20 to 45, 5-y-o 
& over, 2-00:1. Bold Move (8) S. 
Shareef 62.5, 2. Lawrence Of Ara¬ 
bia (3) D. Patel 61.5,3. Brave Lady 
(10) Jagadeesh 60.5, 4. Back Of 
Beyond (6) Janardhan P 59, 5. Fo- 
togenic (5) John 59,6. Red Galileo 
(12) Arshad 57, 7. Sky Jasmine (9) 
K. Raghu 57, 8. Casey (4) Antony 

56.5, 9. Halfsies (2) R. Manish 56, 
10. Naval Wrestler (11) N. Jodha 
56,11. Flirting Eyes (1) Chetan G 
54.5 and 12. Track Striker (7) 
Nazerul 53.5. 

1. BRAVE LADY, 2. BOLD MOVE, 3. 
TRACK STRIKER 

3 SON OF THE LIGHT PLATE 
(div. i), (1,400m), rated 00 to 
25, 2-30:1. Safe Bet (10) R. Anand 

62.5, 2. Winning Force (12) M. 
Prabhakaran 62.5, 3. Air Of Dis¬ 
tinction (2) Chetan G 62, 4. Es- 
tella (4) C. Umesh 61.5, 5. Grey 
Channel (1) T.S. Jodha 61.5, 6. Sil¬ 
ver Eclipse (3) Noornabi 61.5, 7. 
Sun Splash (6) Srinath 61.5, 8. 
Darahasini (8) P. Surya 61, 9. 
Raeeszaadi (5) Md. Akram 61,10. 
Perfect King (11) John 60.5, 11. 
Speedster (7) S. Shareef 59.5 and 
12. Swiss Admiral (9) Rajesh IC 58. 
1. SUN SPLASH, 2. PERFECT KING, 
3. GREY CHANNEL 

4 M.B. APPAYA MEMORIAL 
TROPHY (DIV. I), (1,400m), 
rated 40 to 65, 5-y-o & over, 3-00: 

1. Navelrock (7) Rajesh Babu 61.5, 

2. Dont Trust Anyone (10) Rajesh 
IC 61, 3. Good Earth (3) ICiran Rai 

60.5, 4. Admiral Act (5) Santosh 
IC 59.5, 5. Rustic Sunrise (4) Ar¬ 
shad 58.5, 6. Travieso (9) C. 
Umesh 58.5, 7. Roosevelt (2) 
Shiva ICumar 57.5, 8. African Em¬ 
peror (8) N. Jodha 57, 9. Class 
Above (6) Darshan 56.5 and 10. 
Clovis (1) Md. Mushraf 54. 

1. TRAVIESO, 2, GOOD EARTH, 3. 
RUSTIC SUNRISE 


R R R TROPHY (1,400m), 
rated 60 & above, 4-y-o & 
over, 3-30: 1. Contributor (2) M. 
Prabhakaran 61, 2. Andermatt (8) 
Gautam Raj 57.5, 3. Buscadero (7) 
Chetan IC 57, 4. Set To Win (10) 
Suraj 57, 5. Tremendous (1) 
Ramandeep Bal 56.5, 6. Sadeek 
(6) Sai Kumar 56, 7. New Begin¬ 
ning (5) Dhebe 54, 8. Turf Magic 
(3) Darshan 53.5, 9. Louisiana (4) 
Nazerul 52.5,10. Top Striker (9) 
C. Umesh 52 and 11. Turf Legend 
(11) Jagadeesh 52. 

1. SET TO WIN, 2. SADEEK, 3. 
TREMENDOUS 

6 F.K. IRANI MEMORIAL 
TROPHY (1,400m), rated 75 & 
above, 4-00: 1. The Champ (6) 
Chetan G 63.5, 2. London (5) 
Dhebe 59, 3. Ship Rock (12) 
Srinath 59, 4. Star Carnation (9) 
Darshan 57, 5. Korol (4) Sai ICiran 

56.5, 6. Merlot (2) Antony 56, 7. 
Star Of Thea (11) Shivnath P 56, 8. 
Tororosso (1) S. Shareef 55, 9. 
Areca Legend (8) I. Chisty 54,10. 
Crescendo (3) Arshad 53.5, 11. 
Sakura (10) Akshay IC 50.5 and 12. 
Hebron (7) C. Umesh 50. 

1. SAKURA, 2. ARECA LEGEND, 3. 
STAR CARNATION 

7 M.B. APPAYA MEMORIAL 
TROPHY (DIV. II), (1,400m), 
rated 40 to 65, 5-y-o & over, 4-30: 
1. Ewandor (4) Rajesh Babu 60,2. 
Greek Goddess (1) Shivnath P 60, 

3. Perfect Legacy (3) John 60, 4. 
Leap Of Faith (6) ICiran Rai 57.5, 
5. Gifted Thea (8) G. Rohith 57, 6. 
Haloween’s Way (5) Darshan 57, 
7. Lucky Pineapple (11) J. Paswan 

56.5, 8. Kir Royale (7) Arshad 

55.5, 9. Vijaya Arjun (9) C. Umesh 
54,10. Bestow (10) Chotujaiswar 
53.5 and 11. San Vinto (2) Janard¬ 
han P 53.5. 

1. HALOWEEN’S WAY, 2. PERFECT 
LEGACY, 3. KIR ROYALE 

8 ABS FABS PLATE (1,200m), 
rated 20 to 45, 5-00:1. Touch 
Of Class (9) Sai ICiran 61, 2. Her 
Royal Highness (10) H. Rahul 60, 
3. Frosted (4) Adarsh 58, 4. Space 
Ship (8) Chetan G 57.5, 5. Time 
Traveller (2) M. Prabhakaran 

56.5, 6. Army Action (1) Madhu 
Babu 55, 7. Praelector (7) Sameer 
Khan 55, 8. Scarlet Burning (3) 
Arshad 54.5, 9. Moonstruck (12) 
T.S. Jodha 53.5, 10. Humming 
Bird (12) Shivnath P 53, 11. 
Oceana (11) Rajesh IC 52.5 and 12. 
Lovely Micmel (6) R. Shelar 52. 

1. SCARLET BURNING, 2. TIME 
TRAVELLER, 3. MOONSTRUCK 

Day’s best: sakura 

Double: BRAVE LADY - SET TO 
WIN 

Jkt: 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8; Tr (i): 1, 2 and 
3; (ii): 3, 4 and 5; (iii): 6, 7 and 8. 


S. DIPAIC RAGAV 

JAIPUR 

Skipper Dinesh Karthik led 
from the front with a 91-ball 
95 (8x4,1x6) to power Tamil 
Nadu to a massive 212-run 
win over Services in the Elite 
Group C match of Vijay Ha¬ 
zare Trophy here at the Sa- 
wai Mansingh Stadium on 
Wednesday. 

He was ably supported by 
C. Hari Nishanth (73, 71b, 
7x4, 1x6) and later K. Vig¬ 
nesh (five for 41) as Services 
was bowled out 82, chasing 
Tamil Nadu’s score of 294. 

Spot of bother 

Put in to bat, under gloomy 
conditions following slight 
drizzle just before the start 
of play. Services kept chip¬ 
ping away with wickets to 
leave TN in a spot of bother 
at 54 for four by the 15th 
over. 

Openers Abhinav Mulcund 
and N. Jagadeesan fell cheap¬ 
ly, both caught behind - the 
latter playing a loose shot 
away from the body - off 
pacer Varun Choudhary. 

R. Sai Kishore was pro¬ 
moted at No. 3 to blunt the 
new ball and the left-arm 
spinner did just that playing 
out 40 balls for his 15 before 
he and B. Aparajith fell in 
quick succession. 

Steadying things 

Karthik and Hari Nishanth 
then steadied things in the 
middle with risk-free cricket, 
putting on 144 runs for the 
fifth wicket. The duo ran 
hard between the wickets 
making good use of the big 
outfield. 

The two batsmen never 
gave a chance to the opposi¬ 
tion but still managed to find 
boundaries regularly 
through safe shots like late 
cuts behind point or by 
working off the pads to the 


leg side. 

Post his half-century, Hari 
started to cut loose, going af¬ 
ter left-arm pacer Raj Baha¬ 
dur, hitting him for a beauti¬ 
ful six over long-on, followed 
by a boundary. 

He fell to Arun Sharma, 
trying to clear mid-off only 
for Diwesh Pathania take a 
brilliant catch running 
behind. 

Then Karthik too went af¬ 
ter Bahadur with a six and 
four to move to 94 before he 
hit one straight to mid-wick¬ 
et off Rajat Paliwalin, in an 
attempt to accelerate. 

M. Mohammed then fin¬ 
ished off in style with a ca¬ 
meo, hitting four huge sixes, 
including two maximums 
and a boundary off the last 
over in his unbeaten 36 off 
just 15 balls. 

In reply, apart from the 
first five overs when four 
quick boundaries came. Ser¬ 
vices batsman looked at the 
sea. Sai Kishore got the first 
breakthrough, trapping 
opener Ravi Chauhan leg-be- 
fore off the first ball of his on¬ 
ly over before Natarajan took 
care of the other opener Na- 
kul Verma. After that Vig¬ 
nesh and Mohammed 
cleaned up the rest of the 
batting line-up. 

While Vignesh had bat¬ 
smen either edging to the 
’keeper or driving to covers, 
Mohammed’s pace was too 
hot to handle with two bat¬ 
smen having their stumps 
knocked back. 

Vignesh then wrapped the 
innings, picking his fifth 
wicket trapping Varun 
Choudhary leg-before. 

The scores: Tamil Nadu 294 for 
eight in 50 overs (Dinesh Kar¬ 
thik 95, C. Hari Nishanth 73, M. 
Mohammed 36 n.o.) bt Services 
82 in 19.1 overs (K. Vignesh five 
for 41, M. Mohammed three for 
10 ). 


Group A (Bengaluru): 
Mumbai v Jharkhand, 
Hyderabad v Goa, Kerala 
v Chhattisgarh. Matches 
washed out 

Group B (Vadodara): Baroda 
91 for eight in 20.3 overs 
(Krunal Pandya 36, Shivam 
Mavi three for 9) v Uttar 
Pradesh. No result 

■ Haryana 154 in 32.4 overs 
(Pramod Chandila 58, 
Navdeep Saini four for 36) 
v Delhi 6 for no loss in 1.3 
overs. No result 

■ Punjab 169 for nine in 42 
overs (Anmol Malhotra 36, 
Rishi Dhawan four for 43) 
v Himachal 22 for one in 8 
overs. No result 

Group C (Jaipur): Tamil Nadu 
294 for eight in 50 overs 
(Dinesh Karthik 95, C. Hari 
Nishanth 73) bt Services 82 
in 19.1 overs (K. Vignesh five 
for 41) 

■ Railways 289 for six in 50 
overs (Arindam Ghosh 96, 
Ashish Sehrawat41, Mangal 

Thursday’s matches 

(9 a.m. start) 

Group A ( Bengaluru): 
Andhra v Goa, Kerala v 
Saurashtra, Karnataka v 
Jharkhand 


Mahrour 44, Vivek Kumar 
three for 55) bt Bihar 155 for 
six in 43 overs (Shasheem 
Rathour 86 n.o., Sachin 
Kumar Singh 31, Karn Sharma 
three for 23) by VJD method 

■ Tripura 268 for eight in 50 
overs (Tanmay Mishra 102) bt 
Madhya Pradesh 86 for six in 
26 overs (Rajat Patidar 41) 
by VJD method 

(Dehradun): 

Uttarakhand 4 for no loss in 
0.1 overs v Chandigarh. No 
result 

■ Meghalaya 107 in 26.1 overs 
(Sagar Trivedi four for 18) lost 
to Pondicherry 108 for six in 
23.5 overs (Suresh Kumar 37, 
Abhay Negi four for 17) 

■ Assam 324 for three in 50 
overs (Swarupam Purkayastha 
163, Gokul Sharma 57, 
Sibsankar Roy 79 n.o.) bt 
Mizoram 211 for six in 50 
overs (Abrar Kazi 78 n.o., 
Lalhmangaiha 36, Parvez 
Ahmed 38, Roshan Alam four 
for 45) 


Group B (Vadodara): 
Maharashtra v Uttar 
Pradesh, Punjab v Vidarbha, 
Odisha v Haryana 


India beats 
Sri Lanka 


SAFF C’SHIP 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

KATHMANDU 

Gurkirat Singh’s brace 
helped India thump Sri 
Lanka 3-0 and move to the 
semifinals of the SAFF U-18 
Championship football 
here on Wednesday. Aman 
Chetri scored the third in 
what was India’s last league 
match. 

India was held goalless 
by Bangladesh in its open¬ 
ing match. 

Sanvi moves 
into semifinals 

SPOR TS BUREAU 

CHANDIGARH 

Top seed Sanvi Ahluwalia 
recovered from a slow start 
to beat Hannah Nagpal 4-6, 
6-2,6-1 in the girls’ quarter¬ 
finals of the AITA Super se¬ 
ries junior tennis tourna¬ 
ment at the CLTA Complex 
here on Wednesday. 

The results (Under-18): Boys: 
Quarterfinals: Krishan Hooda 
bt Jitin Kumar Chetry 6-3, 

3- 6, 6-1; Shashikant Rajput bt 
Aryan Thakur 6-1, 6-3; Mai- 
treya Rana bt Aditya Baida 
6-4, 6-1; Ajay Singh bt Man- 
veer Singh 6-3, 7-6(3). 
Doubles: Semifinals: Hooda & 
Bhupender Dahiya bt Gurus- 
tat Singh Makkar & Samar Bir 
Singh Sidhu 7-6(3), 6-2; Baida 
& Rajput bt Bhavnish Sang- 
wan & Tejas Kartikey 6-2, 6-2. 
Girls: Quarterfinals: Sanvi 
Ahluwalia bt Hannah Nagpal 

4- 6, 6-2, 6-1; Harshita Bange- 
ra bt Harnoor Sidhu 6-1, 6-0; 
Kavya Khirwar bt Vanya Arora 
6-2, 6-4; Harleen Kaur bt 
Amarjot Kaur Bundhel 6-0, 
6 - 2 . 

Doubles: Semifinals: Harleen 
& Sanvi bt Leera Raju & Amar¬ 
jot Kaur Bundhel 6-1, 6-1; Ka¬ 
vya & Hannah bt Simran Pri- 
tam & Pawandeep Kaur 6-1, 
6 - 2 . 
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NATIONAL DAY OF 

! THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

01.10.1949 - 01.10.2019 



mbassador's Message 


October 1 st this year marks the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People's Republicof China. This is a moment of great historical significance. Overthe past 70 years since the founding of new China, under the leadership of the 
Communist Party of China, the Chinese people have worked hard and forged ahead defying all difficulties. One miracle after another have been created. The future and destiny of the Chinese nation have been fundamentally changed. 
China's economy has enjoyed sustained, sound and steady growth, the rule of law system has been improved, major achievements have been made in ethnic unity and progress, and remarkable progress has been made in promoting 
ecological civilization. People's living standards have been constantly improved, gross national income per person stood close to $10,000 in 2018, and over 850 million people have been lifted out of poverty. China has blazed a path of 
socialism with Chinese characteristics and achieved great transformations from standing up and growing rich to becoming strong. 

Overthe 7 years since the 18 th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, the CPC Central Committee with comrade Xi Jinping at the core held high the great banner of socialism with Chinese characteristics, united and led 
the whole party and people of all ethnic groups across the country and pursued coordinated progress in the five-sphere integrated plan and balanced progress in the four-pronged comprehensive strategy. Historic changes have taken 
place in the party and various causes of the nation. Socialism with Chinese characteristics has entered a new era. China is now the world's second largest economy, largest trader in goods and largest holder of foreign exchange reserves. 
China has become the largest trading partner of over 130 countries and regions. China accounted for more than 30 percent of global economic growth, making it the most significant driving force. Guided by Xi Jinping Thought on 
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, the Chinese people are united and working tirelessly to achieve the two centenary goals and realize the Chinese dream of great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. 

In the face of complicated and profound changes in the international landscape, under the guidance of Xi Jinping Thought on Diplomacy, China has stayed committed to the path of peaceful development, resolutely safeguarded 
China's sovereignty, security and development interests, advocated multilateralism and economic globalization, promoted the building of a new type of international relations and a community with a shared future for mankind. China has 
contributed its wisdom and solutions for world peace, stability and development. 

China and India are neighbors linked by mountains and rivers, partners of win-win cooperation and friends hand in hand on their way forward. As we are both major developing countries, our two peoples have supported each other 
in pursuing national independence and development and helped each other in upholding global free trade. In recent years, China-lndia relations have maintained a positive development momentum. President Xi Jinping and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi initiated the “hometown diplomacy” and held a historic Informal Summit in Wuhan, China, taking the closer developmental partnership between the two countries to a new height and putting it on the track of sound 
and stable development. China is India's second largest trading partner in goods, and India is China's largest trading partner in South Asia. More than 1,000 Chinese companies are doing business in India. They have put in a total 
investment of $8 billion and created over 200,000 local jobs. Over two-thirds of Indian companies operating in China are making steady profits. China and India together account for nearly 40% of the world's population. There is huge 
potential and broad space for cooperation between us. 

Next yearwill mark the 70 th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties between China and India. Let us make full use of the opportunity of celebrating the 70 th anniversary and continue to implement the consensus reached by 
leaders of the two countries, focus on cooperation, seek common development and write a new chapter in China-lndia relations. 

Glorious Journey of the People's Republic of China 



' The year 2019 marks the 70th anniversary of the founding of 
the People's Republicof China (PRC). Through seventy years of 
hare I work, the Communist Party of China has united and led the 
Chinese people on a glorious journey. The Chinese nation has 
achieved a tremendous transformation: it has stood up, grown 
rich and is becoming strong. Socialism with Chinese 
characteristics has been established, developed and improved. 
The Chinese people have made a great leap from inadequate 
fooc and clothing to moderate prosperity. The Chinese nation, 
with an entirely new posture, now stands tall and firm in the East. 


Standing Up of the Chinese People 




cooperation, and socialist modernization have been made, 
historic shifts in the cause of the Party and the country have been 
promoted, and the socialism with Chinese characteristics has 
entered a new era. China adheres to the vision of peace, 
development, and win-win cooperation and constantly 
contributes Chinese wisdom and strength to foster world 
peaceful development. China and the people across the world 
will build a community with a shared future for mankind and jointly 
create a brightfutureforall! 
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The development of Pudong in Shanghai is a highlight of China's reform and opening up. The farmland in the past has been turned into the Lujiazui 
International Financial Center dotted with high-rise buildings. The photo taken on June 27, 2018 shows the full view of Pudong new area. 


society and their own destiny. They began to embark on a great 
journey of realizing a strong and prosperous country, national 
rejuvenation and people's happiness with full pride. 


Spring Breeze of Reform and Opening-up 


With Mao Zedong as their main representative, the Chinese Communists 
led tie Chinese people to secure a victory in the new democratic revolution, 
founied the PRC and established the basic socialist system. The photo 
shovs at 3 p.m. on October 1,1949, Mao Zedong announcing the establish- 
men of the PRC's central people's government during the founding ceremony. 

On October 1,1949, the first five-star red flag was raised in 
Tiar'anmen Square in Beijing. The Chinese people, who had 
experienced bitter struggle since modern times, finally saw the 
dawn of the rebirth of the Chinese nation. With the birth of 
the PRC, the Chinese people became masters of the country, 


In 1978, marked by the third plenary session of the 11th CPC 
Central Committee, China started the historical process of reform 
and opening-up. 

The reform and opening-up is a great awakening of the 
Communist Party of China, and a great revolution in the history of 
the Chinese people and the Chinese nation. It is the great 
revolution that has brought unprecedented and profound 
changes to China, making reform and opening-up the most 
distinctive feature of contemporary China.Reform and opening- 
up is a key move to determine the destiny of contemporary 
China, and to achieve the two centenary goals and the great 


rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. 


Forging Ahead in New Era 


Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of 
China (CPC), the CPC Central Committee with Comrade Xi 
Jinping at the core has united the Chinese people of all ethnic 
groups to hold high the banner of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics and has been guided by Xi Jinping Thought on 
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era. It has 
promoted the coordinated implementation of the five-sphere 
integrated plan including economic, political, cultural, social and 
ecological advancement and the four-pronged comprehensive 
strategy consisting of building a moderately prosperous society 
in all respects, deepening reform in all areas, advancing law- 
based governance and exercising full and rigorous governance 
overthe Party. Historic achievements in reform, opening-up and 
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The Second Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation opened 
in Beijing on April 26, 2019. Nearly 5,000 guests from more than 150 
countries and 90 international organizations attended the forum. The 
photo shows Chinese President Xi Jinping and foreign leaders walking 
into the venue of the forum's opening ceremony. 

China today stands at a new historical starting point. Though 
great achievements have been made, there are still many 
mountains to scale and many shoals to navigate. The 
Communist Party of China and the Chinese people will continue 
forging ahead on the road of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics while comprehensively deepening reform, 
pursuing high-quality development, further opening up, 
committing to peaceful development, promoting the building of a 
community with a shared future for mankind, creating more 
brilliant Chinese miracles in the new era, and making greater 
contribution to the cause of human progress. 


Seven Decades of China’s Achievements 


Economy 

China's economy has accelerated over the past seven 
decades, with gross domestic product rising at an average 
annjal rate of 8.1 percent. From 1979 to 2018, China's 
economy grew by 9.4 percent annually on average, much 
higher than the world's average economic growth of 2.9 
percent. In 1952, China's GDP was 30 billion U.S. dollars, 
whil 3 in 2018, its GDP reached 13.61 trillion U.S. dollars, an 
increase of 452.6 times. In 1978, China's GDP ranked 11th 
in the world, while in 2010, it became the second largest 
economy in the world. Gross national income per person 
reached 9,732 U.S. dollars in 2018, higher than the level 
seen in middle-income countries. Forex reserves reached 
3.07 trillion U.S. dollars at the end of 2018, topping the 
world for the 13th straight year, while it stood at only 108 
milli Dn dollars at the end of 1952. 

Politics 

With decades of hard work, socialism with Chinese 
characteristics has crossed the threshold into a new era. 
The Chinese nation has achieved a tremendous 
tran sformation and come to embrace the brilliant prospects 
of rsjuvenation. We have actively developed socialist 
democracy and advanced law-based governance. The 
path, the theory, the system, and the culture of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics have kept developing, blazing 
a new trail for developing countries to achieve 
mocernization. The overarching task of upholding and 
developing socialism with Chinese characteristics is to 
realze socialist modernization and national rejuvenation, 
and that on the basis of completing the building of a 
mocerately prosperous society in all respects, a two-step 
app'oach should be taken to build China into a great 
modern socialist country that is prosperous, strong, 
democratic, culturally advanced, harmonious, and 
bea jtiful by the middle of the century. 

Culture 

In 2019, China's total number of world cultural heritage 
site:; reaches 55 ranking first in the world .China has yielded 
fruit ill results in cultural exchanges and communication 
with other countries. By the end of 2017, China had signed 


cultural cooperation agreements with 157 countries, and 
the number of cultural exchange plans totaled nearly 800. 
Overseas Chinese cultural centers and Confucius 
Institutes, traditional Chinese cultures such as Chinese 
acrobatics, martial arts, calligraphy, Beijing Opera and Tai 
Chi have been further introduced to the world. By 2017, 
over 4,000 various cultural events took place in Chinese 
cultural centers in foreign countries, and over 8 million 
people were directly involved. By the end of 2017, 525 
Confucius Institutes and 1,113 Confucius classrooms had 
been established in 146 countries and regions. 

Society 

The 1.3 billion Chinese are no longer threatened by 
food or clothing shortages, more than 850 million Chinese 
are out of poverty, 770 million are employed, nine-year 
compulsory education is provided across the country, and 
China's universal health care system and social security 
system lead the world in scale. Life expectancy in 1949 was 
around 35 years, and it rose to 77 years in 2018. Maternal 
and infant mortality also decreased substantially, from 
1,500 per 100 thousand and 200 per thousand 70 years 
ago, respectively, to 18.3 per 100 thousand and 6.1 per 
thousand in 2018, both meeting the Millennium 
Development Goals ahead of schedule. The number of 
impoverished people dropped from 770 million in 1978 to 
16.6 million in 2018, and the poverty rate dropped from 
97.5% to 1.7%. By the end of 2020, we will have taken all 
rural residents living below the current poverty line out of 
poverty, putting an end to absolute poverty in our country 
and creating a miracle in the history of development and 
poverty reduction. We are also on course to attain the first 
centenary goal by 2020, i.e. completing the building of a 
moderately prosperous society in all respects. 

Ecological Civilization 

Implementing its new concept of innovative, 
coordinated, green, open and shared development, China 
has exerted intensive efforts to treat pollution with the 
enforcement of much stricter environmental laws and 
problem - oriented environmental supervision. China has 
gained remarkable achievements in such fields as 
prevention and treatment of air and water pollution, 


ecological construction, low-carbon development, energy 
conservation and emission reductions. China's carbon 
dioxide emission per 10,000 yuan (nearly $1,500) of GDP 
declined 4 percent in 2018. By the end of 2018, China's 
installed capacity for renewable energy reached 728,000 
megawatts, up 12 percent on a year-on-year basis.China 
had contributed to at least 25 percent of the increase in the 
global green leaf area since the early 2000s. Overthe past 
40 years, China's forest coverage rate has increased 
nearly 10 percent to 21.66 percent. China is home to the 
world's largest man-made forest in scale. 

Diplomacy 

China's diplomacy has established a fine tradition with 
distinctive features, including independence as the 
cornerstone of China's foreign policy, concern for the 
common good of humanity, pursuit of equity and justice, 
commitment to win-win outcomes, the mission of 
facilitating domestic development, and dedication to 
serving the Chinese people. Xi Jinping Thought on 
Diplomacy is the fundamental guideline of China's 
diplomatic work in the new era. China firmly safeguards 
national sovereignty, security and development interests, 
and devotes itself to the joint construction of a new type of 
international relations and a community with a shared 
future for mankind with other countries. China is moving 
closer to the center stage of the world as a widely 
recognized promoter of world peace, contributor to global 
development and upholder of international order. China 
has dispatched 40,000 peacekeepers to around 30 UN 
peacekeeping operations since 1990, the most among all 
the five permanent UN Security Council members. It is also 
the second largest donor country for UN peacekeeping 
missions. China is playing an increasingly prominent role in 
providing constructive solutions to resolving international 
hotspot issues. China has been promoting the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) to improve connectivity and 
cooperation on a transcontinental scale. China is firm in 
upholding the multilateral trading system and advancing 
trade and investment liberalization and facilitation. China 
has deeply engaged in regional and sub-regional 
cooperation, and concluded 17 free trade agreements with 
25 countries and regions. 


Over 1000 Chinese enterprises continue 
to invest and contribute to India’s growth, 
deepening economic ties. 

V ill*- ' 1 1 1 l * Mk- 

W . 

HLLHW1I 


# 

AMU 

.{£ Hlff KHl/tti 
LP|P ■ » P T k . 

A SANY 

X w K s "1 

/w *jkb]b 

x *vat mit. 

® 

ICBC 

HiaxBriPr 

k'p v.- - i.: 

vi'lv.K 

A> 

vmim * 

X, 5INOPEC 

Q 

CPTOC 

CO 

mxM 


* 


ciTi^c ..iPitiHLrn 

— li 111 i OH W 
* J ph: a: . . ■ 

& 031ft 

SkNaiHUK 

cosco 

SHIPi'PIHC 



iVv 


CHANaHCUliTfTi. 

OPPLC 

9 

fflsssr 

G011 

0 

j pm 

CSJ lirtwtrtiijn 

RisiAm 

■ii'WAflij j 

o* 

CUL . 

XD 

Sun on 

ClSDl 

lP 



XAEB 

riM. x*i; 

KIN LONG EH 

al 

c 

m 

WITH A 

V 

iCIJ K 

OQCL 

!-■ '-L. .1^...-.^,'. 

CHNT 

— ■ tUL'kl. 

<?) 

9KSS 

©fOPQ'frER 

sjSRMJi 



1 /S rHHJ j "rrlh 

BTW ATLMTA 

i'lhulwMJ C-4iulir 

mx mm 

■ ■■»!** ^ v.puUI’ 



VjfiK UtHHHtm 


u 

* A f- v 

^ L-s-v «- ■ .v-r- ■» 

❖ 

QuanusjB 

isftx 

■ J % ■ -LiN.jLi.iv 

\ ' 

mm 

hi - 

IE jjjjj 0 *” 

A S '6STSSX r .S 

-0S7/W 

(uJbl'itv 

M Vii'JVmm 

^GENEW 


MCM 

CHAMSEfl OF CHtNtSE ENTERPRISES fN INWA 


CM 

YK 


A ND-NDE 























































